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Hon. Srjfi C, Ford 
Capitol Building 
Holona, l^ont-na 

DerjT" (Governor Pord: 

Subnitted here^vith is r. consolidated report on the water re- 
sources survey of C-irbon County, '"cntrna. This work is being 
carried on by funds mnd^ r.v.-ulcblo to the Sto.ta En£;:ine5r v^id 
the Str\tG Y.'ater Oonsurv.'?.tion Board by the ?-9th L«gislr.tivo 
Session, l%f>.t 

The report is davidcd into tro booklets— part on^ consisting 
of the history of land and water use, irrigrted lands;, v/ator 
righto, etc., vrhilc part two cont.''in5 all cf the township r.vaps 
shoring in color the laiids .Ij-rigatod frcMn oach canal. 

The office files contain roinut^j descriptions and details of 
erch 5.ndividual water ri^it, wat'^r and land use, etc., which 
aro too voluniinous to bo included herein. These office files 
are av.-^ilablc for inspection to those vmo ai-e interested, 

kr, Gerald J„ Oravctz, Assistant Sf.te Sngineor, has directed 
the detail office and field rork of this project ond is en- 
titled to much credit for the excellent rccomplisl-unent. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Fred E^ Buck 
State Engineer 
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FOREVfCRD 



In nearly all of the 17 VJestern Reclainntion States a v:ater right 
Is obt^-ined by first mrMng a filing with some leirr.lly designated 
centr:-! state agency — usually the State 3ngiiJeer's Office — setting 
forth the amount of water deairod and the area proposed to be irri- 
frated, u study is then mnde of the sufficiency of the water supply 
and, if found adequate, a permit for use of the water is issued and 
recorded. If studies show that the stren:n is depleted, the appli- 
crtion is denied. The procedure in Montana, howovor, is vastly 
different. 

In Montana a right to the use of water from a strecm not adjudi- 
cated by the courts is acquired by posting a notice on the stream 
and filing pame in the office of the county clerk of tho county 
wherein the appropriation is located, t?JTd by proceeding to divert 
and use the water, Whoro a person diverts and uses water from a 
stream without posting or filing a notice, a water right based 
thereon hr>s been recognized as v,alid by the courts, V.'henevor it 
becomes necessary to adjudicr.te the stream, both methods of ac- 
quiring rights have been recognized by tho courts, and the amount 
of water finally decreed and dates of priority in either case are 
determined by the ovidonces and proofs. 

Under I'ontana law there is no restriction as to the amount of 
water one may designate in his notice of appi'opriation, J'S a con- 
sequence, the araount set forth in the filing in no way indicates 
the rmount being diverted and used, nor does it show vihether or not 
the water was over used at all to perfect the ri^t. To further 
complicate this matter, our courts have made it almost impossible 
to prove tho abandonment of a water ri^t. 

There is no central office in the State where recordings are 
filed, or any supervision over the distribution of water from un- 
adjudicated streams. One wishing to study the validity of a water 
right must make a search of tho county records wherein the strer-jn 
is located and perhaps t\vo, threu, or more counties if the streojii 
courses tlirough thorn. About the only result one will accomplish by 
such a research will be a tabulation of the dates of filing. The 
amounts of water filed on will be of no consequence; there is no 
conclusive evidence that the recorded appropriations have been per- 
fected, and there is no record of the rights which are being used 
but never recorded. Therefore, a purchaser of ranch property, 
where he has to depend upon irrigation from a stream that is not 
adjudicated, has no v/ay of determining the validity or priority of 
his water right. He has nc assurance of tho vnlue of the ri^t 
until the stream is adjudicated by the court, when each claimant 
must prove his claim by materinl witnesses* 
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The pioneers who are able to offer direct testimony in adjudica- 
tion suits are rapidly passing on. One phase of this water re- 
sources survey is to obtain all of the first-hand information pos- 
sible on water and l.^d use from the "old- tint; rs" who are left, be- 
fore it is too late. These data will include every known water 
right up to the tine of completing the work in the respective^ 
counties, .':ind the information will bo on file for inspection in the 
Str^tc Engineer's Office. A prospective land purchaser, after 
studying the record, may have a good idea of the sufficiency and 
priority of the right appurtenant to the land in question. 

In this and succeeding volumes of the data compiled by this water 
resources survey, it is th^ intention to provide as much informa- 
tion as is possible relative to the water ri^it records of thu 
V'-rious counties, as well as to assemble such othtr information^ as 
may be available from all sources having knowledge of these various 
water rights. Every precauUon is being trkcn to avoid errors m 
the compilation of these data. However, because of the vagueness 
of the records and of the contradictions found therein, we cannot 
absolutely guarantee their authenticity* 

The value of this work has been well substantiated in negotiating 
the lollowstonc River Compao:^ between the st^^tes of^'Jyoming, North 
Dakota, and i^ontana. In arriving at an equitable division of the 
wnters between the states, it was necessary for Montana to have a 
cat-lop of Us land and water use. This s.-^me question mpy arise 
in other river basin. . Again, it is highly important that Mont,ana 
gather such data and thereby be able to defend its water_rights in 
the development of the great river basins of the ii-dssouri and 
Columbia Rivers, 
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PROJECT HISTORY 

As the result of a proposEd mode by the Montana State College and 
the State Engineer on August 9, 1939, to the Torks Projects Adjninis- 
tration, an authorization for the expenditure of siil76,195 of Federal 
funds was secured for the purpose of making a comprehensive study of 
luonfrana's water resources. The two state agencies, acting as^do- 
sponsors with ^..'PA, pledged additional funds in the amount of Hi, 930 
making a total of 'h'218,125, 

VJork began on the study in February, 1940, after formal approval 
by the V-'ashington office of the V'orks Projects AdmirdstrLticnj but 
before approve! could be secured the sponsors were required to submit 
satisfactory evid'ince of the usefulness of the study and proof that 
it would not dujlicate work already being done by other agencies, 

Stttonients were obtained from all Federal Depf-rtmcnts that were 
likely to be interested in the study in answer to inquiries as to: 
(l) 'i.hothcr the proposed study irould duplicate; or overlap studios al- 
ready in progress; and (2) l..hethGr the study vfhen comploted would be 
useful to these agenclesi 

Excerpts from the replies re delved from several agencies arc 
given below: 

U. S. !\rn\Y Engineers - The following is from a letter dated September 
llj 1939, signed by Coli C. L. Sturdevant, Corps of Engineers* 

"The ecope of the proposed project appears to 
be quite comprehensive, and the results of a study such as you have 
outlined would be of value to this office. The proposed studies 
would be of particular value to this office and also to the l^'^issouri 
Headwaters and Yellowstone Drrinage Br.sin Committees of thu N.-itional 
Resources Flpjining Board, if they were to include ostim^.tes, for both 
existing potential individual projects of water shortage, available 
v;ater supply, gross duty and ultimate return flow (for determining 
consumptive use and stream flcv; depletion)," 

U. S. Geoloegcal Survey - From a letter dated August l6, 1939? signed 
by A, H, Tuttle, District Engineer: 

"Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of 
August 10 in regard to compilations of factual data concerning v;ater 
supply and irrigable lands of i^^ontana, I believe the purposes as 
presented in your letter cover the field veiy adequately. 

"Your attention is called to the first of 
these purposes, vAiich has to deal with sumrraries of stream flow re- 
cords for the principal water sheds of kontanc. The Geological Sur- 
vey is coiipiling summaries for all Stations, and this information may 



be of considerr.ble ,?.ssistr.nce to yea in making up your report." 

U S. Bureau of ^eclrjar-tion - The follov/ing par.-'.QT-ph is from a 
letter dated i^ovember 21, 1939, signed by then acting Conindssioner, 
H. \'., Bashoro: 

■ "It arrears to this office that the 
data you pror^ose to obtr.iii will be of considerable value, particular- 
ly in the prelijuinrry planning of our investigations of potentif:! ir- 
rig-tioii projects. The value, of course, will be mcTsurod by both 
the ruthonticity pud the completeness of the basic data and the accu- 
rp.cy of the p^-o X)Sod stud'^. It is not beliovod that this survey mil 
duplic-'to ,'..ny activity c ■■"" this :igcncy." 

-J . S. Forest uorvice - Yr .n, a letter by Exr.n Kolly, ^gional Forester: 

"Tnouf^h unable to make dct-ilcd evaluation of 
the rrojcct in ourv:ork, vre have rocof^iizod en incro-sing need for 
complete, readily avp.ilablc data on vmter resources, water use r^d_ 
water needs in our lines of endeavor. Such information, comiiled in 
usoblc forn, is essential for adequate multi-use resource planning 
.-nd nrjipgencnt on national forest lands from .'rhich cones a large part 
of l-Iontrnr's usable v;ator. In more specific fields, such as flood 
control studies, the grrjiting of permits for the occupancy of national 
forest londs involving water use, the redemption of responsibility 
vested in us in cooperation vdth the Federrl Tower Coinirassion, etc., 
the need for such data is apparent to us. I have only comircndation 
for the project and again c:iq)ress hope that it ecu be successfully 
consLu.imated." 

Fr.rm Security Adr:iinis tra ticn - From a letter by C, H. '-illson. Re- 
gional Director: 

"The conprehensive study of i^^ontana's 
wrter resources to be conducted by the Montana Agricultural Experi- 
ment St.-.tion, State ^."ater Conservation Board, nnd ' .P. A., as indicated 
in your letter, will in no way duplicate work done by ^arn occurity. 
I sincerely hope that this project mr^ be e^q^cditod to the greatost_ 
extent possible, as no doubt F^rm Security will be one of the princi- 
p?l rgcncies making use of the inf orm.".tion you contemplate obtaining 
Pjid crt.-lo-ing. Lrck rf such informrtion has been a severe hcndicap 
to Fr.m Security Adr.tlnistration in the rehabilit-.tion end water 
facilities progrrin in i^^ontana." 

IJ. S. Indian Servl.ce - Statement by''. 3. Hrnna, Supervising Engineer: 

"I am of the opinion that studios such as you 
describe would be useful to this service. As you rxe aware, there 
are c number of Indirn Irrigation Service Projects in i^'^ontana, and we 
have more or less complete datr. regarding the greater number of such 
projects and a considerable volume of information has already been 
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submitted to the tJationr.1 Resources Con-jnittoe, 

"For the urposo of study, it would be advan- 
t^Lgeous to us to have rather conplcto inforr-ntion as to the use al- 
ready being nade of the availrblc waters in any particular water 
shod in which we night contemplate further development," 



The strtor-ents rccoi-.r,\cI fron all Fed?];*.! A^ennics showed not 
only tlirt tho vorS^ pro'x»Uva undor thl rvojoct vcb not a dui-lic,--- 
tio-^ of 30i..wtbin;_, a.',.r>;:-.ci\- boi'.ng don^i;, but t::."t th^ vrork when com- 
rlet.d vould be usr./:ul in vo.-ious dcvclo'^ri3/.t ijfr o grams . 

As soon r.s ■^.athori^'.tion vvs received froir, the ^T.shington Of- 
fice of Vr.PeA,, the co-sponsors activated the ^ reject as a "Study 
of i.ator Rights rnd "-ater Use in I^nt-na", The broad scope of this 
study made it advisable to divide tnc study ini-.o lour phases as 
f Hows : 

Jl) Sumaaiy ;'rd t?.bulat\on of stre.ui floi" dr.ta. 

v2) O\jnorship and use of v/atcr-cataloging of water rights, 

\3) Mapping cf Irnds now u:ider irrigr.tion -nd use of water 

on these l?nds, 
(4) Fotenti-^l irrigable lands. 

The first phase of the study was accomplished by assigning 
several r.P,A, vrorkers to the District Office of the U, S. Geologi- 
crl Svirvey at Hdona, where rll the stream flow nriasuraaonts were 
summarized in preparation for publication. Pending its official 
publication as a water supply paper by the U. S. Governmont Print- 
ing Office, these drta vrere raadc available in mimeograph form as 
Sp„ci"l Reports: 

Little I'lssouri River 

Special Report 7/11 - ' ater Resources of I.-ontrna - i'lissouri Rivor above 

Fort ^enton. 

" " 'rl2 - " " " " - liissouri River below 

Fort ^enton. 

" " #13 - " " " " - ^larks Fork, ^ootenai 

and St, ^ary's Rivers 

The data contained in these reports have since been pabli.nhed 
by the U, S. Printing Office and are avail.able as V-ater Supply Paper 
/f917, "Sur.rary of i^ecords of Surface Vaters of ^^issouri oiid St, 
i.iary River Basins in i^ontana, 1881-1938", 

The second phase of the study, which covers the ov.-nership and 
use of water and recording of water rights, is well underway, but 
it will require several years to com-letc the work for all counties 
in the state. Transcribing existing records of appropriations and 
decrees v;as the first step and is now complete in all counties, 
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ThG cr.trJLoging rjid indexing of these water rights is v. highly tech- 
nicrJ. procedure requiring cons tent r.nd professionr.1 suf-crvision. 
It involves v. careful cxrminr.tion end verification cf e,:j,ch recorded 
approprintion, rnd n. field check to determine loc^ition vsid extent 
of use • 

As the work is comrleted in each county, a report will be pre- 
pared which i-ill become £: permr.nent record for the benefit of e.11 
persons concerned viith the use of water. This report is being pre- 
pared in tvjo parts, the first of which consists of a history of 
each ditch, company, associction, irrigation district, etc., begin- 
ning ^vith the original filing ef the water ri^t; the construction 
of the diversion dpjii and c-nal system; the mames of persons con- 
nected with the organization, and a county sumir.aiy, fart tvo con- 
sists cf a set cf township raps, shoirring the locr tion of all canrls, 
and ditches, the boundaries of irrigated Land and the potential 
irrigable lands. Lojids now irrigcted under th^ several csinrls are 
shown on the maps in different colors. 

Records of ai-propfiations, together with a plat of each irri- 
gated farm, are cross-indexed for easy accessibility and kept as a 
porru^iient record in the State Engireor's Office. 
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LIKTHOD OF SlIRTCY 

DcXr. incorporr.tcci in this report v,\jre l.?.rgcl:7 obtr.incd by tlie 
fiuld survey rethod. Each water user was contacted and asked s]X)- 
cific questions about his respective irrigated and irrigable land. 
Data for the individual project reports wore obtained fror.i project 
r.iana^:;ers or socrot?rics, water users, and old-tinors in the area. 
Data''for land ownership and recorded water rights were obtrined 
fron coui^ity records. To obtain the location of irrigated lands, 
irrf-rjrtion ditches, strerns, and oUier data, aerial photo£ra;-^hs, 
ditch conpany records, plain tabic naps, county land clascificr.tion 
naps and Bureau of RecL'mation naps were used in conjunction vdth a 
field chock. This information was then napped by fan; units, show- 
ing the far::. bourdpTy, the location of ditches and irrigated land, 
and sent to each water user for his verification* 

Infomation was also asked as to source of water, i? resent acre- 
age irrisated, potential irrigable acreage under existing works, 
seeped acreage, condition of irrigating systens, water supply, 
dates of priority, end the pnount of water appropriated or decreed. 
Upon return of those forns, copies of the ori.'p.nal water filings 
decreed and appropriated rights v.'ere attached, thus tying the water 
rights to the land. 

This nethod vras used for the entire county, with the exception 
of the Rod l-odgc-Roscbud Irrigation District, which is not now in 
operation. Data for its potential irrigable land and location of 
crupJ. systems were obtained fron district and county records. 

Two sets of township maps were rnado on 2-inch-to-tho-r;n.lfc sc?lc. 
The first set shov/s land ovmership, location of irri;^ated IrJid, ir- 
rigation ditches, pur.iping plants, etc. Each tract or fan;, has been 
given a code nurbcr which, when referred to the county sunr.aiy, 
gives the naine of the water user; section, township, and range in 
which the land is located; source of water; acres irrigated fron 
each source; potential irrigable acres; naxinun irrigable acres; 
end. scoped acres per farm unit. The second set of maps shows by 
colors the locr.tion of all tiio land irrig.-.ted under tiie various 
ditch companies, private users, and pui^ping plants, so that land 
under each system or water right is distinguished from the other 
systems. In addition, locvation of all main crnals, pumping plonts, 
main hi^viays, r;.dlroads, tovms, rivers, rnd strcam.s are showa. 

Each township also has a sumr.T.ry Vfhich shows the nemo of the 
water user; code nurabcr (code numbers when referred to the .owner- 
shiip naps shov: the location of the irrig-.tcd land and the fann 
bourdrry); section; to;mship; rrnge; source of water; vhether a 
user has a private irrigation system or is under a ditch corpany 
or irrigation district; number of shares held in ditch corprny; 
acres irrigated from each source; present irrig-.tcd rcres; potential 
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irrir-blc acres under cxistine f.'-clUties; nr^num irri^?-blc acre» 
qnd sloped acres. The surjriiiy ,-^ivon in this report was tabulated 
fron those tovmshlp suramric-s to show the totals for thu county. 

New I'-nds to hi dovcaopod by State and Federal constructing 
agencies are not v/ithin the soDpc of this report. No effort has 
bc.^nmde to rjialyze econonic possibiUties or the problens of the 
irrirrtod projocts, or to ir.ako rccon-j;;cndations as to their future 
dcv'jlomont. The facts presented are as found and provide the 
itons and fifinros from which a detailed analysis can be made. 
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GENSR/g. INF0R?7.TION /JTUT CARBON COUMTY 

Cr.rbon County is locrtod in the south cuntrrJ. part of t^ontr.nr. 
on the southern bounirry. It is bourxlcd on tho cr.st by Big Horn 
County, on th.. northor.st by Yellov.'stcne County, on the v/est nnd 
north by otillvator -"^.nd ^T.rk Counties, rjnd on the south by the State 
of V.ycriin-^, The or.stcrn wing-sh^ p3d section of the county is bi- 
sected by the ^ ryor i-ountr.ins, whilo in the oxtrcnc wostcm prrt 
are th^- ruj^-ed and tcv/erin^; Boartootli i.cuntnins, v.lth sonc of tho 
hi,;hcst and ir.ost beautiful r;.ountaij:i iQv.ks in the Str.tc of Lontrna. 
The northern boundary of Carbon County is fonaed by the Yellowstone 
River, into which drrin the Clrrks Fork and its tributaries, which 
have formed agricultural valleys extcndin;:; to the nountrins. Tho 
^r.st Rosebud River flOTs into tho Stillv:ator River, v-hich drpins 
the extreme western part of the county. The eastern wing of the 
county is drained by tho Big Horn River. 

The area now embraced within the boundaries of Cpxton County 
was traversed successively in the e.arl^^ period of exi:3lor'^.tion by 
Lev/is and Clark journeying dcwn the Yellowstone River in 1806, by 
John Colter scouting- for furs in 180?, and Captain Bonneville in 
1830, The trails blazed by Jin Brid:,;er, who passed throu^-ii this 
region in I860, and by John Bczeinan in 1863, brought nrny Tjhites 
into tho area. Chief Joseph, in his famous retreat, led his Nez 
Perce Indian band do'vn the Cl-.rks Fork River in 1877* 

The region was included in the Crow Indian Reservation until 
1887, "v:hon a portion was withdrawn to pcrrrlt mining of coal depos- 
its. Exprjision of this industry led to thu development of agricul- 
ture and rapid settlements in the Rod Lodge area. 

In 1889 the Northern Pacific Railroad branch from Laurel to Red 
Lodge was completed, rnd citizens of the area petitioned the Legis- 
lature to be attached to Yellowstone County. After the failure of 
an attempt in 1891 to have a new county formed, the movement to be 
annexed to Yellowstone County was rcnevred without success, FinaD.ly, 
after a sharp battlu during the legislative session of I895j the 
new county, n-med Carbon, \:rs f orm.ed frop Park and Ycllcwstcne 
Counties, with th>j county scat located at Red Lodge. It had an 
area of 2,Zjll square miles. An additional four sections of land 
were taken from %llowstone County in 192 5, but L;thor ;'.djustments 
of boundaries with ^ellovjstonc County and the creation of Still- 
water County in 1913 havu reduced the area to 2,064 squ-ore mile; 



es , 



Altitude, Temi^crature end Irecipitation 

Vplley elevations vary frrxi 3,A0/+ feet above sea level at Sile- 
sia to 5,557 at Red Lodge, which has the highest a].titude of any 
town in tho ccunty. In tho Ciarks Fork Valley the elevrtion re- 
mains more constant, with Edgar at 3j471 foet and Chance, at the 
southern edge of the county, having an elevation of 3,8/+0 foot 
above sea level. These two towns are approxi;.ately the s-^mc 
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distpnce aprrt as Sijssia rnd Rod Lod^r on Rock ^roek. The pvora^^e 
aiinur.l i'roGt-froG pnriocl in th^ Courity is abj it 120 d.^ya. 

/.t Brld|-^r -'±i^ .-veragij date for tb'; last l^^..l:'.i^f^ frost .is l^'-ay 
I9th^ aid \ij I .n^ froft'::.T cai. bo v;xpoctod on or .aiier S'Ji)'':'-".'nbnr l^th , 
The ±'rojv-Ji".",L sursun the:.v is ah) ut 121 days. At ■f^,?d L;j:i_:;,o a re- 
cord cx'^-Ciidinf^ ever 33 yotirs rhov:s that ."illing frost.a mc^ he. ex- 
pected as late :\s Jidi^j 4thj and as ^av^z' ^s £eptcmbo\- 9th. The 
rro£jt"frev. vorijd at ^^cd lod.iiG averages 'P Ci-./s, 

/it Prid^ePj over a poviod of 21 years, nhe rvor'-igo moan annuc-l 
tcnpcrature has been /^5,2 do>.;rees. The ^^a~ip-:ratur-c ^t ?r;i^.jer tvj 
averaged xor t^i-.t period from April 1st to Sepr-cnber .-^Otrij 59-4 du~ 
{■reos .'Old durin,; January pnd February 28:7 degrees. At Kud Lod^;^, 
over a period oi 31 years, the average arma.-^l temperature has buon 
39 "9 dogroos, n:xh the avera,je for the M.-ril l^n.-Scpt'-iber 3Cth 
periodj 52,3 aer^rees, and th^ Januar^'-Fuhru.:-*^^ averai^e 20 .8 decrees. 

The avcra.-^e annual precipitation rt Bridger over a i-eriod of 2? 
yearb has been 10,4 inches, Tvlth 7,43 inches betTircen AtTii 1st ajid 
Septcnbur 30th . At Rod J^od.;e ov2r 31 yerrs of record, the ?n.iual 
IJrocii.dtauion has averaged 19»82 inches, witpi 13i37 inches dui'inji; 
the :'pril 1st to September 30th periods 
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Kyls-Seel^y-Ferster 

Olson 

ReC Lodge-Kossbiid Dist, 
Sallock-Espolaid 
Selleck-Scott 
TvttlG-Luther 
F-rivate Ditch 
Ditto 



M 



It 



11 II 

n " 
It " 

Antolor.v 



It 
ti 

It 
It 
)t 
It 
ti 
It 
It 

Cr. 



Butcher Cr, 
E. Rosebud R.. 
V It II 

Iv^oss Cr. 
Spring 



325.00 
115.00 
996.00 
5C0.00 
25.00 
732.00 


138,00 
24S.00 
520 .00 
irc.OQ 
nc.oc 

577.00 

90.00 

60 .00 

1.00 

4, 587. CO 



17.00 


55.00 

C.CO 

50.00 

9O.CO 

8480.27 

C 

5.00 





64.20 

334. cc 




9>095.47 



342.00 
115.00 
1051.0C^ 
5CC.C0 
75.OD 
872.00 
8480 »27 
133.0c 
253.00 
5X.OO 
ICO. 00 
174.20 
911 .CO 
90.00 
6C.0C 
1.0 J 
13682A7 



6,00 



40.00 











45-co 





_C: 

91.00 



^YEILO" 3TC?TE F.IV5R BASI!^ 



Private Ditch 
It n 



Rye Crt-ss Or. 
XelloTstone ^. 



Eig Horn Basin 
Clerks Fork) 
Reck Crook) 
Kosebud ^asin 
Yelloiivstone River Basin 



23.00 

50.00 
73.00 

2221,00 

31905.49) 90387.64 

5S4S2.15 

4587.50 

73.00 

97,269.14 



17.00 

115.00 

132.00 



2192.00 

7019 -4C) 23886.17 
16866.77) 
9C95,47 
132. 00 
35,305.64 



40 
165. 



:o 



u>. 



205. ci 



4413 .00 
38924.89(114273.81 
75346.92) 
13682.47 

205, g) 

132,574ii8 





5vOO 

5.00 



S82oaO 2144.5c 
1262.50) 

91.00 

2240.50 



-:^ The suiro-'nry under these hoadin^rj includes all the land irri- 
gated by the strear.i and its tribut:rir.3, even if the land^ irri gated 
is Iccr.tod in atiother Basin. Ac an K.yj-^i^^L), v,c shoiv the Hed I'odge- 
Rocebud Irricrr.tion District und^i* the '>.3t Ro;jebud Basin as the 
water usud to irri^^ate the district is fron the S.^.st Rosebud River, 
but the Irurl is located in the Rock Creek Basin, 

■JHi- iilbow, New Prosperity, Grrnite cM Grani te- Prosperity exten- 
sion ditches h.r.ve been con^birx-d because they are so inter-related 
that vje could not properly segreg^.to them as to individual uses, 

-;HHi- This figure docs not represent the total seoped acres in the 
county^ as only fanns th?..t vero irri,^;atcd arc represented. Ltccls 
abandoned or sll^ihtly seep-;d pre not included in this figure. In 
ircst cases this figure represents crop Ivnd that has been entirely 
put out of production because of secpa;^e. 
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DITCH::3 - CCIIP/JI^S - IRR IGTip^rj?I3THIJ]T3_j:^ .^3S0C I TI0N3 

The BcrUett C:..nal ^■cr.^jrinj \^r^ ^ir/-'.-!:) Loa in ^uly^ 1919.. to suc- 
ceed the T.cxtl :d-t Dj-t^h ^o'r^>cny w.dca -vas organised in 1897^ -nd is 
a n'-tudl r'itrh cor.pr.xy. '.Tat.-r:- is t-kcn by rra-aty Trou the Clarl"^ 
Fork It5v-.i i-r. Car'a-rj Ooupty, ia the 3outhv.c5t quar-ter of tte north- 
west qu3a't,'3j- Dl* Soctlon 3, Township 6 South, Rcngc 23 ii^c^t, on the 
Tinst L-id^ cx tao r.lvor. 

The ;Tirxiir.un cpxacity of tho Bartlett Canal is estinp.ted to be 
3,0CO incni?, tho canal is about ei^ht miles in Ic-ngth . The hsad- 
gate is '-oni^i-isred to bJ in f;;ir condition. The Conirr.ny h.vs a cap- 
itui stock of 5.,0CXj 3harG8 of a par value of ■;i>20 each, vdth 2,2CO 
shares issued- ' ^s of October 26, 1945, the Conpany had no indebt- 
edness. The cost of vrater per ? ere on an average is about 70ji(, 
This charge includes cporrtinn and maintcntince of the canal, and 
debt rnd service charges. 

For the n-ost prrt, the topography is ev^n. Hry, beans, sufar 
beets, and snail .'grains are the leading ca5;h cro'-s. livestock is 
diversified i-dth sono cattle and sh-ep on most farms. 

The Bartlett Canal supplies water to 50 sh?ro-holdcrs living in 
the town of Froi-berg, These users hpv. a fov: ^aros each, which 
tor;ether total 150 shares. This vatcr is used for r^rduns and 
lavins and snraX trc?cts within the city vnd its imriidiate surround- 
inf^s. The totnl acreage ainounts to about 20 acrjs irrlrted by 
these users , 

The water supply is said to be adequate, except in extrcnoly 
dry ycrrs. The water users rorort that sor.otlmes they arc short of 
water during the busiest sermon when everyone is irrigatinf;, as 
some of the laterrl ditches are not large tjnou.rh to carry suffi- 
cient water. '^Yc CL-^xks Fork River on some p?arts of tic project is 
doin^ considerable d-ma^ to crop land during hif^h water, as a re- 
sult, considerable work has b;:cn done by individuals to turn tho 
river back into its old diann-.ls cxid save tl-.-ir land, Th-re is 
some seepa^re under the canal, but for the most part it is in small 
sjxjts and is not consider--d serious. 

In 19i+3 ther:; were 1,849.00 acr^js bein,^ irri'^rted under the 
Brrtlett Canal, with a potential acrea,rjc urdcr existin:^ v^orks of 
299,50 acr..S3 or a n'-iximum of 2,148.50 acres. 

On July 12, 1919, the Bartlett Ditch CompcJiy filed on 5,000 
mimr's inches of water to be di';erted from the Clarks Fork River 
bir ^I'-inVir iJ^-^oobionJ:;_ Trmiship 6 Soutii, Ran;;;C 2.3 East, on the 
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loft bank of tte stro... Jhc ^-P^^ ^.^ fJZ ^^^ "' 
dor^stio U.CS. The nran end *. ^^ J'^ ;^ 3 nco inohos of vrater. 
inches deep, nndof suffxcx.nt .iz, to oairy J^ 

The L^nds tc b. i^'"i-/-t-^^«'^^^'i^'^="-^^„„fth "st direction 
From tho point °f diversion in .a^rthst ^ ^^^ 

-d terminate ^^^ow Cre.K - SacUon^34,^^ ^^ ^^ 
L^r^tionT.^ilSd^^iow.s.idc.r.lfr..it. 

point cf diversion to its tcrainuc. 
S..M ditch hr.s ben ccnstructcd and in ^o sxncc 1897. 

i-v, . r"rhnn Countv Court Housu, 
The .ppr6pri.tion is on fxle J. ^^^-.^.^..r of -.tor Hi,hts 
Lodge, :/iontr.nr., in Book 3, ^ af.t jj:)^, t; 



Red 

Ro cords. 



-<^^^rT ..v Dn,c;h Conpr.nV 

The B.ad,or Ditch Conpw «- -g^^^^^;!;::;^^ ^ ^So^ '" 
succeed tte Clr-rks Fork end Br^?-.^^ "^^^f^^^ '^;'^y were tr-ns- 
ri::hts of the Clerks Fork and Brid^er 5^^=^^°^^^^,„3 incorl^er.' ted 
fo?red to the Brid.cr Ditch C^^^^'ck of 3 OCC 'Ih.o-es of . pn.r 
J,^uary 24, 19U, ^^''\^^.''^^ ^fiZ' 2^00 *ares have been is- 
vrlue of *10 each, or *30,C00. °^these ^ ^^^^ ^^^ 

sued. The cost of water v.^ries ^^ :^5 ^;;4^^, The Conpany has no 
includes ch.-.^;;es for °rcr"t.nn rnd r.ainto ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

indebtedi^ess. The Co«l an^ f IPl^'^lteh thrt is en]y considered a 
ditch crll.d the Brid,er^xtension Ditch th^.t _^^^^_ ^^^ ^_^ ^„_^_ 

lateral of the ,aran ca^ial. Som. _'^^-l^^ ™^^ ^^ tens are not 

orrl syste:.. "■F-tw^^^'^^^'^f^^^^^^^^l users durir>, the peak 
of sufficient carrying capacity *« f ■ :^-^/;^^^ „ series vater 
of the irrigation season. ^'^^''^'■^^^Z considered adequate, 
shortrne iHider the iiLam cnnal ^"'i^t'^^^™^,. cirrks Fork Hivor in 
The .rojcct is located on the ^^et side of t . '^^ ^^^^^^ 

the vicinity of ^-;^'^^:^^ J^^t^n^^onS. Quincy Railroad 
point, ^-"d IS served by th, Chic.^_ , ^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^„,,_„3 

::S;:;y!-So^rSv^s?;ck'5^ke^rorallfar.s. 

..ter is diverted frcn the Clarks Fj^ River in gg. -^^ 
19, To^ship 7 South, 'icr^o 23 East. The system i ^, 

ditch l/.y wide on the bottc, f^' f-/,^^.^^ ,. The "urpose was to 

^^ t-^^iSiLr:int.::^7iiSL3^^y ^ 

3 miles belovT the Bridccr crossing. 

In 1943 ther. vrero 2,789.75 .cr.s bcin, ^^'^^^^ 
tontial acr .-go under cxistin. rorLs of 3U./) ^-cr.s, 
acror-e of 3,10/4.25 qcr.-s. 
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On Juno 18, 1894, the Clarks Fork -tid Brldfor Ditch CompcAY 
filed on 2,500 minor's inches of w?' tor to be trkcn from the Claries 
Fork Riv..r en the cr.st h^nk. The point of diversion vrr.s civen ?.s 
r.bout 15,000 feet south from Cottonvraod Crock Gltu-'.ted in Tov^-nship 
7 South, R.'Ui(:e 23 Erst. 

The r.ppropriation ^^'"s mpde June 18, 1894, ^he Notice of ^'^^ -ro- 
pri:.tion is on file in the Crrbon County Court House, Red Lod;jc,, 
Lont-nr,, in Book 1, '^v.r^o 634, of Vrter RL^ht Locr.tion Records. 

CLARKS Fork and '^ilver Tip Ditch Comp.:-ny 

The Cir.rks Fork end Silver Tip Ditch Project lies norther.st of 
the tovn of Belfry, I.-Iontcn ? , on the e.?.st side of the Clrrks Fork 
River, The main c-p.nrl is r.bout 8 miles lonn rnd t"kes v;ater from 
the Gr.st side of tte Clarks Fork River in the northwest qur.rtur of 
the northvjGst quarter of t^^ction 34, Tov.-nship 8 South, H--n::c 22 
East. The hoad^^r.tc is imiuedir.tGly north of the lii^hv^.-^y bridge. 
The mr.in ditch at the her.dy.tG is 8' across the bottom, 12' across 
the top, ojid 18" deep. The topo-raphy is ev:n, v.dth a renc rcl 
slope to the rivor and is -well drrined. '-'ork vras first strrtcd on 
the ditch in 1896. The ditch rras constructed by morons of I'land 
labor, slips and horses. Soti; vork was done each yofr, find the en- 
tire ditch wrs co-i^aotcd in about 1900. The frrm.Grs who built the 
ditcli vccrc paid back in sh^^rcs for the -mount of work they dui; to 
date, these ori.^nal shares are all th-J: heave been issued. 

In 1910 r ;,-ood he-'^di-rtc was constructed of concrete and steel 
■with a steel ■'ato end screw tops, an'l is still in oix^rrtinn. A 
steel flume on a trestle in Section 13, Tw-nship 8 South, Ran/:^o 22 
East, about 1,000' lon,<, that trices ivater around a rocky point and 
hi.-^ banli, was destroyed in 1930 by the b.-^nk slidij:^:, This h-^ppened 
in the middle of the irri,c;ation season mi caused considerable 
drma-^e. Thi.s fLuTB wr.s rebuilt in the same year r.t a cost of 
r-6,936. In 1940 a now siphon was constructed at a cost of •'t>l,399.30. 
The system ;-lso has r tunnel rbcut 100' long throu'^h a ho^^b.-^ck 
which is north of the flume. 

The Clark s Fork rnd Silver Tip Ditch was first incorporated 
April 9, 1898. The Cor^rny was rc-incorporr.tcd in 1938 for 40 
years, mth a capital stod^. of 750 shares of a par value of :]'^20 
each, or ';i5,000. Of this .■■mount 519 shares have been issued, ■'■he 
cost of water is, on sn average, about v2.00 rn acre, TJhich is for 
operation and mr.lntenrnce rnd debt service. Th. su'-ply is con- 
sidered rdequrte, md is delivered for a six-months' period. There 
arc eleven water users urjde-r the system. The Con^any has no indebt- 
edness. 

The 'Tincipal crops are beans, surr.-'r beets, grains, and hay. 
Some livestock is kept on qc.&\ farm, with sorno winter feeding prac- 
ticed* 
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In 1943 there wore 860, 06 ncros being irri;^r.tcd under the 
Clarks f'ork pnl Silver Tip Ditch, vith r. potontirl acr^^f^c un'ler 
oxistin.j:^ v.crks of 184.90 acres, or a nr.:cimimi of 1,044.96 acres. 

On July 23, 1896, Ov^;n Hrncock, 3. S. Darnell, Isaac harness, 
Oliver Hiatt, ^Icx J. O.'^den, and l.'illiajn Harness r^proprir.ted 2,5CO 
miner's inches of vratcr to be trkon by rravity from the Ci,-,rks ^ork 
River opposite the nioutii of "-olf Creek or Tar':;'rts Gulch, and abcut 
one and one-half miles bclorr tlie mouth of Grove Creek, thence run- 
nin;j to and upon srid Land, The 'diversion point ws to be on the 
east bank. The purpose ;vas for irrigrtion .^nd other uses. The de- 
scription of the system was described as a ditch below rater line, 
l/t4" by 24" in size, v,hidn carries 2,500 inches of water. The lend 
description of intended place of use was described as a fLat, 
clled Silver Tip, opposite the mouth of Bon.r Creek on the east 
bank of the Clarks Fork River. The for^'pin^^ ai?propriation is on 
file in the Carbon County Court House in Red Lod:~e, ^ontrna, in 
Book 3, ^r}re 15, of Notice of "'atcr Ri<;:h!-, Locations. 

On F^bru-ry 26, 1897, '*'illiejii Harness, Alo:: J. Or'dcn, John Ash- 
arbran, Ov/en H^-^ncock, and E.-^ward ^araell filed on 1,500 inches of 
■v/atcr to be tak^n from the Clerks Fork River by rn:ans of a rater 
vjh.i^l and a ditch 84" by 24" in size, to carry 1,500 inches of 
water. According to '.,, E. Ogdon, son of Alex Ordon, a little vjork 
was done on this project, but it wrs later abandoned and has never 
been put to use. ^j-^ig q^propri^tion is on file in the '^arbcn 
County Court House, ^ad Lod'];G, Lont'^na, in Beck 1, Pa£;:c 71^ of No- 
tice of "atcr Hi>-ht H.^cords , 

On I'iarch 16, 1898, C. S. Donnell, Jos. Carson, Frank ^qv^^cxi, 
Owen Hancock, 3, F, :md J. H. "..omsley, j.Ijx J. 0,'^den, '..'m Holland, 
Joss Holl^-'iid, Charles Hunter, md 'alter Hunter filed on 2,500 
inches of water to be taken by ~ravlty fron the CL'-rks Fork River 
on the east banl:. The other descriptions on the Notice of Appro- 
priation arc identical to thrt ^ivon on th^ 1896 filin.;, ' , E, 
03;don, son of -^lex J. O.^lcn, who is Secretary of the Ci-rks Foik 
and Silver Tip Ditch, s- id tha.t as near as he could rcmerbor he 
thou^;ht \hr± at this tiirc more water users weretskcn under the 
ditch end that his father and the oti-;or appropria.tors in 1896 
understood that it was necessary to file an additional I'^iotice of 
Aprroprx''.tirn to covjr the new users. This rirht is not now in 
use, as the original filin,:^ in 1896 for 2,500 inches is sufficient 
for the needs cf the Ccnf-any, This Fotice of Appropriation is on 
file in tiio Carbon Ccunty Court House in ^ed Lodf.;:e, -iontana, in 
Book 1, Page 135) cf ■'ater Rirht Locticns Records. 

Dan ford Irt'ir^r' tion District 

The Danford IrrL^^tion District is locrted between the Yellow- 
stone and CLarks Fork Rivers in ^ollcwstonc and Carbon Counties 
about 8 miles southwest cf Lairel. The point of diversion is in 
the southeast quarter of Section 13, Tavnship 3 South, Ran'-e 23 
Eastj in Carbon County. Ti^e vjater is talien by gravily fron the 
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Clp.rks Fork River on the west bank. " r.ter is ?/iequatc, except in 
dry jcp.rs. The project was started rs ihe l\>:scn Ditch Coirpcmj 
about 19C0. Later it boc^jiethe Drnfcrd Ditch Gor.prjiy pad was cr- 
i-anizcd as the D.inford irrigrtinn District in 1920. The tctrl 
amcunt cf nioney reqixired to be r-dscd in th^ y:ar 1943 fci' general 
administrative expenses of the Districtj incluiin,-:; costs cf r.iainto- 
nanco end rcp^.irs and interest, was $1,220.23- The rverago charge 
does not exceed *1,00 per acre andis often loss. 

The elevation of the prrjcct is abc^ut 3,A00 feet and the esti- 
mated annual precipitation is about 13 inch- s . The avcrai^c frost- 
free period is rpprcximately 125 drys. The topo^T^-phy is frvorable 
for irri::ation. Draina-i'c has not been a problem, clthoa-;h^tl"c pro- 
ject has some scoped land. A branch lino of the Northern Pacific 
i^,^ilway, Gxtendinf- from Laurel to Red Lcd-e, traverses the project 
with frequent shipping points and sidin,r;s. A p-^ved hi hw?^ Cu, S. 
12 end 310), which jdves access to markets of Laurel md Billin;-;s 
the ^ar round, trrverses the project^ The soil is very predictive, 
beinf-^ generrlly of a silt lorm with occrsional outcro]^ of -^rrvoL 
and heavier soils, A.p;rLculture is hif^hly developed, idth beets ond 
boans the principal crops. No grc^t aricunt of livestock is kept on 
the farms. 

The f^lrrks Fork River h?s d3 ne considerable d^mare to crop Loud 
clcn;; its b^nks. Some cf the f-rmers estimate they are losin;; from 
1 to 2 ^.cres of land each sprinr by river wrshiii.^ during the spring 
run-off. 

^arly hist cry t The Danford Ditch Company, incorpoir ted i^^r^rch 
8, 1913, in Cr,rbc-^n County. It vr.s tended for v21,0C0 to be prid by 
spocirl tax ,rJTd assessments upon rll tteland included tithin the 
Danford Irrigation District, At a jiKotinr to decrease tlic cr-pitrJ. 
stock from v/Io,000 to ^^30,000 the folla-dn; stock orncrs vrero pre- 
■sent: T. L. ' iUcins - 141 2^ slrros; ■:. D, Hartley- 75 sh:res; 
R, Fritz - 1/jl 2/3 shares; E, L, Kerritt - 150sha.rcs; J, '", Klamer 
141 2/3 shares; G. £, Van Dorcn - 141 2/3 shrrcs; 0- ::. ■ arfi^ld 
50 shares; end Joseph Kinnick - 80 ^ares r.nd Ida '-, Byam - 100 
shares voted by proxy. 

At the atove moi tioned nv.etinc a resolution w's adopted: "That 
thc/)anford Ditch Conpany purchase all the property, interest md 
frr.nchiscs of the -lason Ditch Cnapany, a corpc'ration orfjrnized 
under the laws of the State of i.'iontana, for the sum of J^l^OO pxid 
for the surrender cf all the capit"! stock of the srld -ason Ditch 
Company to the Danford Ditch Company ani all its property, aM the 
cancellation thereof the stockholders o:^hc :drscn Ditdi Comprny." 

Ln 1943 there were 573.72 acres beinr irri;f.tcd under the Dan- 
ford Ditch in Carbon County, vdth a potential aerca^je under existing 
works cf 94 acres, or a mrximum irri^.ble.^'.creage of 667.72 acres, 
'•c also found 91 acres of so..ood land in Crj'bcn Ccunty, 



-24- 



Doctor Ditch Comprny 

The Doctor Ditch Comp^.ny is a -^rr^vity systo/n r.rrl diverts water 
fron the Clarks Fork River in '^;yomin-, in Section 36, Township 58 
North, K^n.-c 102 ".-est. There are 2 users in ''■ycnin;: and 3 u.s^rs in 
luont? na. 

In 1943 there were 270 acres bcin- irrinatcc:! under existin,-; 
wor]<s in Ilontrna, with no potential acrorf^c. '^r. T. R, Choscrck, 
Secretary, estimates that there axe about 264 acres beinr irri:',r.tod 
in \:yoYAnfs, rnd that the Ccnprny has a potential acrer.^e cf about 
600 ?>cres"that coul'l be served by new worfcs. The only infomaticn 
^^r. Chosarck v:^.s able to qxvo about the cr rly use cf the canal is 
that Ira Tooth?J<er, on February 11, 1901, file.i. on 2.02 cubic feet 
per second to cover 142 acres, and that Sidney D. Henry on the s.^jne 
date filed on 1,05 cubic feet ]xr second to cover 105 acres. On 
Doceiiber 24, 1910, Sidney D. Henry filed on .21 cubic feet per se- 
cond for 15 acres. The purfoso was for irri^-ti'n, stock and do- 
mestic uses. On this srme date, Ida I-. Forest rlso raado a subse- 
quent filinr; for .15 cubic feet per second for 18 acres, to be used 
also for stock and domestic uses. 

The Comrany is a mutual s^^ ton rnd is not incorporated, ■^ll 
users sh.?j:'e costs md equally help vdth work on the ditch. The 
water is nlso shared plike by all users. The averaf^c cost of v:atcr 
is about *^1.50 per acre. This char.^e includes all ditch expenses. 

The maximum crfp-city of the main canal is estimated to be 400 
inches. The head^ate and win^ d':.\ are not in .pod condition, and 
the main ditches need improvements. About 3 miles of the crnal rrc 
in Montana. The Company does not supply wpter to any other sources 
and has no indebtedness. The supply is not considered adequate be- 
cause of the poT condition of the canrl ^stem. 

Berns, small grrins and hay are considered the leading crops . 
Cattle and sheep arc raised extensi.vely because of nearness of 
large areas of =zrazin/- land. The nearest shipping; point is at ^cl- 
fry and is served by a gravel rcad. The topogrrphy is fairly even 
with a f:;enerrl slope to the Clarks Fork River. The elevr.tion of 
the proj.-ct is about 3,900 feet, 

Dr , y Creek ^^no.l and ^rri/T'-tign CoiT]3any 

The project of the Dry Creek Canal rnd Irri.T-tion Conpnny is 
situated on the west side of the Clerks Fork River vith the north- 
ern toundrry about 2^- miles south of Brid^:er, the principal ship- 
ping- point. Bpicir^cr is served by the Northern i acific Railvray and 
U. S. Hi:Thvip.y N0/3IO. 

The mnjdmum capacity of theirain canaL is said to be 2,000 
miner's inches, ' ater is taken by gravity on the west bank of the 
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Clprks Fork River in the S'"isr"i of Section 25, Township 7 South, 
Rrn-c 22 Er.st. The supply is consi-lorcd wloqur.tc. The totcl 
len^h of the main cenrl is r.bout 54 ndlcs . VP.tor is delivered to 
14 frxns. Bcc.ns, su^^.r beets ,ind r.lf:ilfr. cro the principal crops, 
vdth smnll T^ins ^-rrovTi to sorr:G extent. Livestock is not kept e::- 
tcnsivoly. Srme feeding- of outside livestock is done durin- the 
mntcr nionths . 

"•■hr,t is nor knovn r.s the Dry Crook C.-.nrl v.nrl -^rri.-jr-ticn Company 
wr.s ilrst tr T-nized in 1893- The Compr.ny was rc-incorporr.tcd in 
June, 1917, for 4C ye-r.rs, with a c.T^it'-l stock of 320 shares of a 
pr.r vrluc of w50 ench, or vl6,000. Per acre .-xssessments vtc now 
75^ of which 50j?f is for orerr.tion c.n'\ r.pintcnarce. The nrcs^nt 
indebtedness if v2,000. 

The Conpp.ny rlso supplies water to the Dry Creek Extcnsicn 
Ditch, which is considered as part of the nv-.in c^-n'-l syst'v,n. In 
1943 there were 1,50 5.00 acres bein;; irrirated, with a potential 
acror.'^e under ^xistin ■ vjorks of 171 acres, or a mrvdirium of 1,676.00 
acres. There is no seepage on this project. 

The first water was appropriated on ^-^ay 27, 1893, ^rid filed on 
June 8, 1893, for 2,000 miner's inches to be t-akcn by ^:ravity nine 
chains below the mcath of Dry Creek on the west bajik of the Clarks 
Fork River. The purpose was fer irri.s'P-ticn. The descriptirn of 
the system was dven as a drm, hend.-rtc, ani ditch. The ditch w-^s 
to be 96" X 24" 'and to carry 2,000 inches of rntcr. The land de- 




west side of srX''\ river for a distance of 5 .Tiiles down said river 
from mouth of Dry Gree':. The nares of .th^ ori^-nal appropri .-^tors 
wcrj: Jr-rr.es Barclay, S. C. Hansen, Chas. Kuechin-, Alva Burns, 
Geo. R. Turner, Fr^xik Peterson, C. 11. Baldwin an' '^'r., ^^. Buff in.-^ton. 

Ori-inaJ. filin ; was ma.de in P-^rk County rji:\ later transferred 
to Carbon County. The Notice of Appropriation is on file in the 
Cr.rbon County Court House, Hcd Lod.::;e, Montana, in 3o-k 1, Pa-p 13, 
of ^>.ter Hi.-ht Locrtions , 

^h o w. Prosperity, Gra:iitc Group 

:'''..w- I'rcsperity Ditch Cc.fp=''^y 
Elbow Ditch Compan;;^ 
.'Jew ^.nite Ditch Crm;:iany 
Granite-Prosperity Ditch Extension Compmy 

As thcsu ditch corprnies are so intur-relatcd, we ha.ve combined 
them under the heading; of "Flbow, Prosperity, Granite Grour " . -^he 
land irri^:ated by this -;roup is all locate I in one township ^-xid^is 
more or less arklnistereU as one system; however, each Cor.pany is 
separately incorporated. 
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In 1943 there were 3,549.40 acres bsin'- irri.':ated by these Compan- 
ies, with a potential acrea-'e under existinr- works of 396,50 acres, 
or a niaximuni irrirable acrea';u of 3j 945.90 seres, 7'ith 159»50 acres 
cf seeped land, 

Nev' Prosperity Ditch Oor.pany 

The project is located between Rock C^ ek and the Clarks Fork 
River on vhat is knovin as rrosperi.ty Flat, Joliet, vdth an alti- 
tude of 3,728 feet, is neai' the upper part of the project, an'. Sd- 
;-:ar, with an altitude of 3,473 feet, is nea,r the lower part. 

The Notice of Appropriation .^:^ave the point cf diversion about 
200 yards from a certain ditch known as the N^^vjton Ditch, vrhich is 
abuut 1/4 mile south of ^'ilsey railroa:! stetion. The line cf said 
ditch extends nearly parallel vith said creek for a distance of 
about a quarter of a mile, thence in an easterly direction, thence 
in a southeasterly direction 2^ miles to place cf use, described as 
land situated en Rock Creek Flat, Elbow Creek Valley and the Clarks 
Fork Valley, and especially in Sections 20, 23, 26, and 30, in Tov.-n- 
ship 4 Soutli, Ran ;e 23 -^ast, and Secti:>n 4 in Township 5 South, 
Ranj3 23 East. 

nhat is now known as the Now Prosperity Ditch Company was first 
or::anizod as the J^rospierity Ditch Company in 1897. On September 
18, 1897, the Prosperity Ditch Company appropriated 2,0C0 inches of 
water from Reck i^roek,. The Notice of Appropriation was filed Sep- 
tember 21, 1897, and is ^n record in Book 1, PafC ll6, of V'ater 
Ri "ht Locations in the Carbon County Courthouse. 

The Prosperity Ditch Co.ipanj^ ro-incorporatGd un-er the nare of 
the New Prosperity Ditch Corrpany, February 26, 1920, for 40 years, 
with a capital stock of 1,675 shares cf a par value cf v20 each, or 
C33,500. As of October 18, 1944, the Compe.ny had no Indebtedness. 
The Company serves 15 water usurs. 

Inl931 the Elbow and ^'rosperity Ditch Companies consolidated 
thoir tvro ditches from the points of diversion en Rock Creek to 
^oun.-'s Corner, a distance of about 1^ miles. The Prosperity Ditch 
Company pr.ys 535? of the cost cf ditch repair for this s^cticn of 
ditch, and the ETbow Ditch Corri:any rays 47^. From loun :'s Corner, 
vrhich is, located in the southv;ost corner of the S'/J of Section 17, 
Township 4 South, Ran, ;e 23 East, the v/atcr is divided between the 
two Companies: 809^5 inches, or 26.75'^ tc the ^ast Elbow Ditch; 
1201 inches, or 39.67^'' to the New Prosperity Ditch; and 1016.7 
inches, or 33.58^'' to the ''est Elbow Ditch. 400 inches of the 1016.7 
inches is Msv/ Prosperity Ditch water that is delivered to 3 users 
who use the " est -t^lbow Ditch to convey the vrater to their farms, 
^ach water user un:lcr the K^w Prosperity Ditch Company holds his 
owi water ri;;ht and buys supplemental water from the Rock Creek 
T'ater Users' Association as an in^iividual. This water is stored in 
the Cooney Reservoir. 
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TVater users reprrt that by usin;; Cooney vatcr they hcive an ade- 
quate supply. Cost of water por irrl.';atecl acre avcra,:,os abcut 25jtf 
an aero, vjhich is for operation anc'. maintenance d-iar^;:cs' under the 
system, and dees not includu Rock Cr^ek 'Vator Users' Asseciation 
charges. The principal crops are beans, alfalfa, su^a^ beets, 
grain and corr.., with scire land used for pasture. An of the opera- 
tors have some livestock.. 

The Company has the follovan^ decreed water ri tits in Rock 
Creek listed under case Noe 275, decreed August 21, 1903i 

1,451 miner's inches vdth a date cf priority as of June 10,1898 
155 " " " " " " " " " ^Lily 1, 1898 

Slbo w Ditch Co m pany 

The ^Ibow Ditch Cort^ai-iy ^reject is located between Rock Creek 
and the Clarks Per!: Riv*. .' on what is known as Prosperity Flat, 
Joliet, with an altitar'.'j of 3^728 feet, is near tht; upper part cf 
the pr.iject and Ed_;?rj with an altitude cf 3jhl3 feet, is nesr the 
lower part. 

^.'ater is taken by .travity from Rock Creek in the SlT-jK'jJ of Sec- 
tion 18, Township 4 South, Ran ;e 23 East. From this point water is 
carried to the northv>rost corner cf Section 20 wherc the main ditch 
divides, This prdnt is' knov/a as Youn;-;^ s Corner, division box of 
the main Slbow Canal, Of th^.- total Jillbow water 26,75^ is allotted 
tc the East Elbow Ditch; 39.67?^ to the Prosperity Ditch and 33.58^ 
to the \."est Elbow Ditch, The entire lcn{^th of the main ditches is 
about 10 miles. The maximum capacity cf the main canal is estimated 
to be about 3j5CO miner's inches. The project serves 13 farms. 

The Company v:as incorporated Febn»«ry 1 , 1898, for 99 years 
with a capital stock of l^OCO shares of .a par value of '>?1.50 each^ 
there have been 930 shares issued. Per acre assessments are 80/^ 
which include all ditch expenses. The present indebtedness ifi 
C2,000. 

'^he Company has the followinjj; decreed water ri/^hts in Rock 
Creek listed under Case ^V... 275/decreed Auru^ 21, 1903: 

IjOAO miner's inches vath a date of fricrity as of Jutb 1,1893 
280 " " " " " " " " " Kay 30,1894 

208 " " ■' " " " " " " June 1,1897 

In dry years the Ccmrany buys supplemental wa.ter from the Rock 
Creek t'atcr Users' Assoc! ''C. Ion vrhich is s.roplied by Cooney and 
Granite Reservoirs, The Cc-pany does nrt 3U':ply water to any other 
source and has aln-ays op..rated under its prc^jnt name, J, P, '<.et- 
stein, Secretary, places the value of. thx -system -at 015,000. 
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The principal crops p.ro beans, su;jar beets, r.nd sjnall jrains, 
with considerable livestock koft rn some farms, 

!i!H . ^2" - ^^ ^ I^lt' "h Cor'.rany 

The area under the i'J-'.-' '^anito Citr:h Coirpariy is located between 
Reck Greek and the Claries Fork Ri.vcr on what is k;7.o7m as Pros^Xirity 
Flat. The headrato^ '"hot; the canal was first cOiistrvcted, was 
about one mile belcv' the tavci of Joliet, or in the I'lS^M^ J of Section 
18, Township 4 Souths Tsj^-.f.:- 23 East. 

The New Cr.inite Ditch Conpany was first started ly Robert Dun- 
can, Thcnas C'Oi-lins, i.lb»..rt Hobbs, Antone Jensen, Charl-^s Leitch, 
Andrew Nerlin rjid E, I., Crawell, who associated together in 189S,' 
and fornc;^. tho Granite Dit?.h Company On January 11, 1898, the 
Company incorporated for 20 yerrs vjith a capitrl stock of 6C0 
shares of a par value of ■! 5*C0 each, or :'"3,000= The Company was 
divided intr 3 p^rts, knovrn as parts A, B and C^ vhich v.'ere separ- 
ate corpcrations and to^jcther furmcd the Granite Ditch Comi:.any, 

The purpose >:f the Corporation was to construct the necess.-^Ty 
ditches an-', to take 2, OOC inches of vrater that had been apT'ropriated 
from Rock Creek, June 15, 1894, The ditch was to be 120" v.lde on 
the bottom and 24" ioep. The main crnal was about 5 miles lonr;. 
The Ccnipany re- incr.rpc rated under the nnmo of tho Now Oranito Ditch 
Company en Lay 3? 1924, for 40 years for vl,8C0 vjith a cnpital 
stc;ck of 920 shares, Ei~ht stockholders are served by the Compan,7. 
The Company has 900 inchus of docreeJ water with a date of priority 
as of l:ay 29, 1894. 

Granite-Fr^'Sperity Ditch Extension Comp,any 

The area served by tho Granite-Prosperity Ditch Extension Com.- 
pany is located betircen Rock Creek and the Clarks Fork River on 
what is knovm as Prosperity Flat, 

Tho Company takes i^ater from tho Nevr Prosperity and Elbcv: 
ditches in Section 20, -Township 4 Sout^, Ran::e 23 ^rst. Fj-om this 
point the ditch runs oast and is about 3 miles Ion-;,, The Coj:ipany 
also takes water from the New Grr.nite Ditch in Section 17, Tovmship 
4 South, Ran;:G 23 East, The total capacity of the two ditches is 
about 2,200 mdner's inches. 

Supplemental vrater is purchased by this j-;rou]' fr^m the R^ck 
Creek T'ater User's Association, this water bein ; stored in Cooney 
Reservoir on Red Lod,:;e Creek. 

The Granite-Prosperity Ditch Extension Com^pany was fennod and 
incorporated June 18, 1928, for 40 years with a cardtal stock of 
1,726 shares of par value of i-rlO each, or Cl7,260, There were 30 
stockholders in the Ccnifany, 
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The followiii'- list nf decreed water rl,-hts arc the result of a 
dispute that was^brcu.'^t about because of a water shrrta^c in Rock 
Creek between the Granite Ditch Conipany ml T.'illiam /jidersont 

The Granite Ditch Company, et Bl 

vs 

V'llliam Anderson, et al 

A copy of the decree in the above entitled case, shov.4n.- the 
d?^, rronth and year in rhich the pities to the acti.n are entitled 
t- water and the anount of water, chronclo^ically arranged so that 
each person can tell at a ,-lance the number of ri-hts and the amount 
of water preceding his ri::iht. 

As a matter of law, the Court finds that each of the parties 
hereto are entitled to be decreed the several am.ounts of water 
herein found to have been appropriated by them, resi^octively, as of 
the -^atos thereof, as found by the Court; and that each and every 
party hureto should be enjoined by the decree herein from in any 
mannur interfering with the ditches, dairs, fluirx^s or headf^ates of 
any other party hereto, or from usin:^ any of the water of said 
Rr-cky Fork Creek or the tributaries thereof, which other parties 
hereto are entitled to by ri,^ht of yrior appropriation, as f mnd 
herein. 

And the Court further finds that the distance between the upper 
and lower ditches of said Rocky Fcrk is about h5 miles; and that 
owinr to the rreat distance between said ditches, and the nuire reus 
parties to this suit, it is necessary to an equitable distribution 
of the waters of said stre^un that measurinr^ boxes be placed at the 
head of each and all of the ditches tappin- said stream, it is, 
therefore, ordered that measurinp; boxes be iirmediately pl^-cod at 
the h(^d of all of said ditches for the purpose of assistons a com- 
missicner to properly measure said waters. 

That all of the parties hereto should, be enjoined by the decree 
heroin from in any wise wastin^- the waters of s.-id creek, cr from 
divertin- at any time more water than is reasonably necessary for 
the use to which it is applied, or to irrigate the lands of such 
party actually requiriJic irri;-aticn at the time c:f divertin,r; the 
same • 

It is further ordered that the Sheriff's and Clerk's fees be 
equally divided between all of the p.'U'ties to this suit, and that- 
each party pay his own witmss feesj and that a decree be drawn in 
accordance herewith. 
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Number of 



inor's 



In, 



City of ^cd Lo.-lge 

Hotchkiss, 0. L. (Issr.c Nierd) 
Fippia^^er, B. F» 
ucDon.-dd, T, F. 

KciJonraij Ilaria 
Saon'ors, '.'. A. 
Bazottij C. J. 
Saunders, --ary 
^oyer, Peter et al 

Karyott, Jchn L, 

Virtue, Jriiies 

Lynan, Stanley 

Rocky Fork St Alkrli Ditch Co, 

First Chance Ditch Co. 



Baker, D.ivid 

Spaeth, A. L, 

Be ulden, Jane 

Dickey, MJI, 

Cr.?ir<, H, T. 

Banta, J. 1-. 

" E. S. 

Nelson, C, L, 

i>flr,r,yott, John L. 

Lyir.an, Stanley 

Hurhcs, R. H. 

Lehrkindj Salter 
II It 



(Spring) 



Frjnvcll, Llarcus 
i.aner, J. '.-'. 
First Chance Ditch Co, 
Elbo;v Ditch Co, 
Stearns, Frrnk 
Hoagland, G. C, 
V.'obbor, iJ-ice 
Vincent, Barto 
Duncan, Caleb 
Veir, Janes 
Estes, V. J. 
Sullivan, D. R. 
Vaill, B. E. 
I.lcui^astcrs, J. W« 
Drake, D. R. 



50 

100 

125 
345 

155 
120 
100 
40 
400 

350 

150 

ICO 
2364 
1335 

145 
140 

40 

70 
155 

75 

75 

72 
150 
150 
130 
ICO 

20 

145 

100 
120 

10i,0 
153 
153 
137 
130 
i;+2 

142 
100 

50 
180 
150 

157 



Cubic Feet 
por succnd 

1 1/4 



2 
3 
8 

2 

3 

2 

1 

10 



1/2 
1/8 
5/8 

1/2 

1/2 



8 3/4 
3 3/4 

2 1/2 
49 1/10 
33 3/8 

3 5/8 
3 1/2 
1 

1 3/4 
3 7/8 
1 7/8 
1 7/8 

1 3/5 
3 3//. 
3 3/4 
3 1/4 

2 1/2 
1/2 

5/S 
1/2 



3 
2 

3 
26 

3 



33/40 
3 33/40 
3 17/40 
3 1/4 
3 11/20 

3 11/20 

2 1/2 
1 1/4 

4 1/2 

3 3/4 

3 37/40 



!:onth 
June 1 

" 10 

" 15 
Sept 1 

June 1 

July 1 

" 1 

" 1 

" 1 

July 1 

June 1 

June 20 
Oct. 3 
Nov. 18 

Apr. 20 
" 20 
" 20 
20 
20 



II 



Hay 5 

" 5 

n 20 

" 25 

" 25 

" 30 

" 31 

" 31 

" 31 
II 31 

June 1 
" 1 
't 1 
" 10 
" 10 
" 10 
" 10 
" 10 
" 10 
rt 10 

" 15 
II 15 

" 24 



Ye".r 

1886 

1888 
II 



1889 
II 

II 

M 
II 



1890 

1891 
1892 



1893 
II 

It 

M 
II 
II 
II 
11 
II 
II 

II 
tl 

II 

II 
II 

n 
11 
tl 

II 
II 
(( 
II 
If 
II 
II 

M 
II 
II 



-31- 



Drake, Uillinra 
" John C. 
'i/';est Fork Ditch Co, 
Diibton, L , B. 
Fleasr_at Vplloy Canal Cn, 
Levorich, Bruco; (heirs) 
Spra^LiJj B, F, 
Fickcring, Fr-^.iik C, 
V'cir, J.^ncs 
ChastriLi, '..,> S. and 
Dunnif^an, D. Ti. ^^jcintly) 
Jcliet T^wnsit^5 -^r, 

VJilliams, Albert 
Diiffy, Ov:en 
Hanry, C. E, 
Granite Ditch O:, 
Elbov: " " 

Bronn^r, Henr^" 
Joliet Ditch Co, 
Price, Thcmae u. 
raer^ant Valley C^nal Co, 
pryde, VJilliani 
" Gcorire 
Burns, Edward 
Bogeatto, Joseph 
Lo^-^illon, 'Tru 
Luoi-ia, John, 
'.est Fork Fitch Co. 
Kerri.{^an, M. J. 
Hlcox, Presley 
Bant a, J. N, 

" s. s.. 

Draper, ^-rs,.F, XL (Admx) 

" Ada 
■..'ebber, John T, 
Northy, Thr.mas 
Saysell, -'^nna 
Uanahan, Patrick 
Harney, Thomas 
Sparr, S. F. 
Dr;?kc, ^-arron 

'• John C. 
Crockett, ',:. R. (Alkali Creek) • 



Nunber of 


Cubic Feet 






1-iiner's In. 


per second 


Month 


Year 


148 


3 7/lC 


June 24 


1893 


100 


2 1/2 


" 2li. 


It 


600 


15 


" 25 


ri. 


3J8 


3 9/20 


July 1 


M 


W 


11 


" 4 


If 


120 


3 


" 8 


tt 


40 


1 


Au,f^, 1 


11 


154 


3 17/20 


ti" 25 


It 


120 


3 


" 30 


II 


115 


2 7/8 


" 30 


II 


35 


7/8 


" 30 


tr 


150 


3 3/4 


Apr. 30 


1894 


140 


3 1/2 


I'iay 8 


11 


138 


3 9. '20 


" 11 


11 


900 


22 1/2 


" 29 


II 


C80 


7 


" 30 


It 


332 


3 3/10 


June 15 


It 


418 


10 9/20 


" 20 


11 


IZO 


3 


It 20 


II 


5dO 


14 


M 21 


11 


IAD 


3 1/2 


n 23 


II 


125 


3 1/8 


" 23 


II 


140 


3 1/2 


" 23 


II 


140 


3 1/2 


" 23 


II 


::25 


3 1/8 


" 23 


It 


140 


3 1/2 


" 23 


It 


470 


11 3/4 


" 30 


It 


145 


3 5/8 


" 30 


It 


1£G 


3 


" 30 


II 


30 


2 


" 30 


It 


30 


2 


" 30 


It 


220 


5 1/2 


July 1 


II 


310 


7 3/4 


" 1 


II 


40 


1 


" 1 


?i 


150 


3 3/4 


" 15 


tr 


150 


3 3/4 


" 15 


II 


150 


3 3/4 


" 15 


ti 


146 


3 13/20 


" 15 


• t( 


150 


3 3/4 


" 26 


ti 


150 


3 3/4 


Oct. 1 


II 


50 


1 1/4 


" 1 


11 


k) • U5 


2 7/8 


Ncv. 30 


II 
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Close, vrm, 

Duffieldj Hp-rry 

Rocky Fcrk & /ilkali Ditch Co. 

Rule, ¥J. T, 

Ro.spberry, '"". H. 

Loniloy, Ri'llcy 

LcClrGror, Duncan 

Huntor, TUcrre.s 

German, Thomas 

Barlovj-, L, J, 

Hoddin.f^tcn, I. N, 

Huyckj'c. C, 

Drp.pcr, i:rs. F. 1-. (Adtix) 

l.ebber, John T. 

Dickey, Lizzie U. 

C-irbon County 
Gcft, \:.. I. 

Black, Ailrn 
HcDonald, Tc F. 

riop.Srant Valley Cr.np.l Co. 
Fai;.-!, i^dvard V;, 
Gruul, Louis 

" I'-ax 
Rooncy, Patrick 

Charpl;;, R- S. and E. (jointly) 
Hanilcy, lU C. ^ 
Finn Ditch Co, (^h-^.s. JohnsonJ 
Lcndrum, Frank 
" L. E. 

Underwood, H, T, 
Lcimbach, Fred 
VadLi, Susie 
Brcnnor, Henry 
Black, Allan 
Underv^'oodj J, A, 
Shank, Louis 
Banta, James 
Savjyor, Charles F, and 
V'hitncy, Lcroy B, 
Carbon County Bank 
Washoe Copper Co, 
Un<:lerv;cod, Ike 
Boyd, John 
Crjckott, Vr, R, 
Bailoy, Jpjnos 
" :.:atthe\v' 



Number of 


Cubic Feet 






— incr's In. 


por second 


i^onth 


Year 


90 


2 1/k 


Hay 30 


1895 


100 


2 1/2 


Juno 1 


11 


750 


IS 3/4 


" 1 


It 


120 


3 


" 1 


tt 


130 


3 1/4 


" 1 


It 


120 


3 


" 1 


It 


85 


2 1/8 


" 1 


ti 


75 


1 7/8 


" 1 


ti 


80 


2 


" 1 


It 


140 


3 1/2 


" 11 


tt 


120 


. 3 


"12 


?i 


215 


5 3/8 


" 15 


II 


82 


2 1/20 


" 15 


11 


32 


4/5 


" 15 


II 


125 


3 1/8 


1' 20 


It 


154 


3 l'?/20 


1' 20 


It 


150 


3 3/4 


n 20 


n 


70 


13/4 


" 20 


11 


155 


3 7/8 


" 20 


It 


60 . 


1 1/2 


" 20 


11 


345 


8 5/8 


" 20 


II 


li+5 


3 5/8 


" 20 


M 


770 


19 1/4 


" 21 


t! 


lAO 


3 1/2 


" 30 


II 


110 


2 3/4 


" 30 


II 


110 


2 3/4 


" 30 


II 


147 


3 27/40 


July 1 


II 


ly) 136 


3 3/5 


" 1 


II 


150 


3 3/4 


" 1 


II 


n) 150 


3 3/4 


" 1 


II 


1A5 


3 5/B 


" 2 


II 


153 


3 33/40 


" 2 


II 


125 


3 1/8 


" 5 


11 


no 


2 3/4 


" 5 


II 


U5 


3 5/8 


" 5 


II 


12 


3/10 


" 8 


II 


6k 


1 3/5 


" 8 


11 


80 


2 


" 8 


11 


146 


3 13/20 


" 8 


II 


79 


1 39/40 


tt 8 


11 


80 


2 


" -8 


n 


150 


3 3/4 


" 8 


II 


235 


5 7/8 


" 8 


II 


135 


3 3/8 


" 8 


II 
ti 


Ii+6 


3 13/20 


" 8 


II 


lii6 


3 13/20 


" 8 


II 
1 1 


U5 


3 5/8 


" 10 


11 


150 


3 3/4 


" 10 


II 
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NeT-ell^ John 
Joliet Ditch Co, 
Lp.Et Chr:nce Ditch Co, 



-ohn 



It 



Oliver, 0, F. 

Husset, Chis. 

lline J^utij' '■'' -ter 

Rocky Tci-'K it Alkali Ditch Co, 

Be .'11; B- G;, 

NeilJ. , Hof^^ness 

Boulda ij .T::.iie 

Henr-:"- '■■:% 

Chilc^--, 0.^ S, 

prycj, '*'-"' -I 

" 'j.-nr^e 

Dufll^:.-;. H vriy 
Hup/i?:-.. ^-''yi-t.^e 
I^itclT? Li.; V^or^e 
Fulls r, :. F« 
Pr.gej i-.rs , J, B, 
Dix, Sanies A, 
l-cLeod, Rf '.'.', 

Finn Ditch C-, (j, Johnson) 
Leijabr.ch, Ernest 
Dcty, Dp-n 

" R. E. 
Tr.ylor, D. T. 
Dulin, G. V:. 
V:ent\vorthj Y., S, 
Thomi'Son, F, B, 
Chapman, Luke 
Heidint^ton, I, N, 
C onvery , Jnme s 
Dunn, R« '.7^ 
Johnson, Maria C, 

Hill, John (Finn) 
Cr.irmock, £l(lw?.rd 
BcUey, John 
Doai,ldscn, Robert 
Hunt, Georo;e 
Hundley, Alex 
Greenou^h, Ben 
Crismas, VJ* J. 
Anderson, Vim* 
" Dnvid 



NaTiber of 
laine r ' s In, 

150 
lAO 

760 

140 
lAO 
64 
154 
150 
750 

150 
ICO 

43 
150 
1/^9 

60 
UO 
40 
1C3 
150 

135 

70 

70 
140 
150 

70 
145 
154 
155 
155 
145 
145 
150 

60 

50 

160 

125 

150 
100 
60 
140 
140 
325 
125 
150 
150 
150 



/;. 



Cubic Feet 
per se cond 

3 3/4 

3 1/2 
10 3/'8 
19 

3 1/2 
3 1/2 
13/5 
3 17/20 

3 3/4 

18 3/4 

3 3/ '4 

2 1/2 
1 

3 

3 2 ■ '40 

1 1/2 
3 1/2 
1 

2 23/40 

3 3/4 
3 3/8 
1 3/4 
1 3/4 
3 l/'2 

■ 3 3/4 
1 3/4 
3 5/8 
3 17/20 
3 7/8 
7/8 
5/8 
5/8 
3/4 
1 1/2 

1 1/4 

4 

3 1/8 



3 3/4 

2 1/2 

llA 

3 1/2 
3 1/2 
3 1/8 
3 1/8 
3 3/4 
3 3/4 
3 3/4 



Licnth 

July 10 
" 15 
" 15 

Oct. 4 

j^pr. 15 

." 15 

^"ay 1 

" 23 

June 1 

" 1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

" 5 
" 6 
n 6 
■' 8 

" 15 

" 18 

" 20 

" 30 

" 30 

" 30 

July 1 

" 5 
,. 7 

M 7 

" 7 
.. 7 

II 7 

ti 7 

n 7 

n 15 

" 15 
" 31 

Aug. 10 



I.l£y 



1 

15 

" 15 

" 15 

" 15 
II 15 

" 30 

June 1 

" 1 

" 1 



Yer.r 

1895 
II 

II 

II 

1896 
II 
II 

II 
11 

n 
II 
II 
II 
It 
II 
II 

II 

II 

II 
n 

II 
II 
ri 
II 
11 
II 
II 
II 

II 

II 
II 

II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 

1897 
II 

II 

II 

II 

It 

ti 
It 
II 
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Smith, Fr.r^nk 

Brrjidt, V.n, A, 

Reeky F-rk & Alkali Ditch Co. 

L.'st Chr.r.ce Ditch Co, 

Elbo"v Ditch Co, 

Bn.rlow, Jr^-mos R# 

Barr7_, Jfir^es 

Chapnrn, S , L„ 

Hunter , Thonas 

Gorm^.n, Thcnas 

Brcs^cc'ij Arthur (H, Hatson) 

J O A B 

Vvc.ldi), Jnhn 
Pric^,. Th;-jnv>.s u» 
BrcckT-y., P. I* 
Byrnq:?! .'jfU^-ence (Ruiter) 
Last "lio-ic'i jitch Co, 
Surii-i.-J^ I„\tch Co, 
Prosi'v-rity " " 

\.alsh, \y.\.. 
Boyorj Peter 
Hetzyr, Peter (j. --laki) 
Caldwell^ Th ras 
Hotchkissj F„ 0, 
Raspborry^ Archie 
DpavscHj G- Vi j 
Carrier, E, E. 
In.-^les^ Charles (Kenedy) 
Losier^ L.. D^ 
BluGj Jessie L» 
i:cGre,^or^ Duncan 
^•r.lsh, Jines C, 
Blyor, L. He 
Ccrle, Ed-, 
Bronifi^ld,- Villiam 
Lymrnj Strnley 
Prewittj Levi 
Glawson, J . R. 

" Archie 

Baker, •,:. H, 
Siiiii-sorij C. E, 
t r rrc 1 1 ^ I ■ „ L , 
Powers, liaurice 
Powers, Ann 



Nujnber of 


Cubic Feet 








Kincr' s In. 


per secnrd 


Konth 


Year 


80 


2 


June 


1 


1897 


80 


2 


II 


1 


II 


1136 


28 2/5 


11 


1 


It 


360 




/ 


II 


1 


ti 


208 


5 ]./5 


II 


1 


It 


71 


1 31/40 


II 


15 


It 


1A9 


3 29/40 


Apr , 


21 


1898 


150 


3 3/4 


^iay 


15 


It 


75 


1 7/8 


June 


1 


11 


65 


1 5/8 


ti 


1 


II 


154 


3 17/20 


II 


1 


11 


1A4 


3 3/5 


11 


1 


11 


ICC 


2 1/2 


II 


1 


II 


140 


3 1/2 


11 


1 


n 


149 


3 7/10 


II 


1 


11 


25 


5/8 


II 


1 


11 


140 


3 l/'2 


II 


1 


It 


50 


1 1/4 


II 


1 


II 


466 


10 13/20 


n 


1 


11 


585 


14 5/8 


It 


5 


11 


1520 


38 


11 


10 


It 


75 


1 7/8 


If 


12 


11 


145 


3 5/8 


I! 


15 


1! 


100 


2 1/2 


II 


15 


It 


70 


1 3/4 


II 


15 


II 


70 


1 3/4 


II 


15 


It 


100 


2 1/2 


II 


15 


It 


87 


2 7/40 


n 


23 


tl 


100 


2 1/2 


M 


23 


II 


94 


2 7/20 


11 


23 


11 


87 


2 7,'40 


11 


23 


II 


125 


3 1/8 


II 


25 


II 


130 


3 l/'4 


11 


30 


It 


65 


1 5/8 


July 1 


It 


140 


3 1/2 


11 


1 


II 


120 


3 


11 


1 


II 


50 


1 1/k 


n 


1 


!t 


155 


3 7/8 


II 


1 


II 


50 


11/4 


It 


1 


II 


90 


2 1/4 


ti 


2 


tl 


150 


3 3/4 


II 


2 


tl 


100 


2 1/2 


11 


2 


II 


60 


1 2/3 


II 


2 


It 


ICO 


2 1/2 


11 


2 


II 


1ii8 


3 7/10 


It 


2 


11 
It 


204 


5 1/10 


II 


6 


M 


314 


7 17/20 


II 


6 


II 
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Kujnber of 


Cubic Feet 








Kiner's In, 


Tier seccnd 


I.U nth 


Yer.r 


• 




"*■■•■ "■ -*■»"■ " "■ "^ 






Feely, Thomas Sr. 


154 


3 i'-^'20 


July 10 


1898 


" Luke 


1/tO 


3 1/^: 


" 10 


11 


" Krthryn 


15^ 


3 V 10 


" 10 


II 


" Thoirir.s Jr. 


ICO 


2 1/2 


■' 10 


M 



Caininr c'< , 3^^."ard 40 

Ba.il-y/ Jo;-in 60 

Spr-i^^uc. :. , E, 140 

Firs^. 'Jiu-nce Ditch Co. 100 

TjxU. 150 

(,'eir_ J^jp.es 50 

Lasr'^h.v.co Ditch Co. 60 

Bar::or. 3. H, 102 

BatJi - ■.' A. 140 

FirA^:, G, L. 130 

Boyr', . /rwin 140 

Hill, -^'u-ic ■ 150 

Boy^r r^tor 50 

CaaawAl^ ThciTT.s 65 

Het^cr, K-it^.> (j. !:aki Est.) 60 

Herir:% C. I. 154 

J.. A.. 154 

Hidcf3, John 60 

Hotchkios, F, 0. 45 

Underrjcod, J. A. ^ 

ChilGott; 0. S. and R. H. 71 

" I. N. 64 

" K'^ttic 60 

Lrst "ha-^ce Ditch Cr. ICO 

Banta. R.. L. 150 

Rev. .Jcaa 150 

::cVey. K. 1^0 
BlG;u-.ar.rd, A. and Geneve (jointly) 140 

RcGT,. :'?r-y 100 

Surp-i-^o Ditch Co. 50 

Sutt:n, ',:, A. 105 

Haar- Hitch Co, 6lO 
SCT'yor, C, F. & T.'hitney, Leroy B 105 

Hid^"-, John 91 

Blact^^ -.ndrew 150 

llason, rhorras 150 



Spii3rv?r_- "Ibcrt 
Dixr.r., S-'^uel 



J as 



4- r 



Ghar.c-; Ditch Co. 



Sauerweln, F. 
Virtue, Janes 



ICO 

116 

125 
100 



1 


i:-ay 


15 


1399 


1 1/2 


It 


15 


11 


3 1/2 


II 


15 


11 


2 1/2 


It 


15 


It 


3 3/4 


June 


1 


II 


1 1/4 


IT 


1 


ti 


2 


II 


1 


II 


2 11/20 


11 


3 


t) 


3 1/2 


ir 


30 


It 


3 1/4 


ir 


30 


II 


3 1/2 


It 


30 


It 


3 3/4 


11 


30 


It 


1 1/4 


July 


1 


It 


1 5/8 


It 


1 


11 


1 1/2 


ti 


1 


II 


3 17/20 


II 


1 


tl 


3 17/20 


II 


1 


It 


1 1/2 


II 


10 


tl 


1 1/8 


It 


n 


II 


1 


^^ay 


15 


19C0 


1 31/40 


It 


15 


II 


1 3/5 


II 


15 


11 


1 1/2 


It 


15 


11 


2 1/2 


June 


1 


It 


3 3/4 


11 


3 


II 


3 3/4 


M 


3 


It 


3 1/2 


II 


3 


ti 


3 1/2 


II 


3 


II 


2 1/2 


II 


3 


tr 


1 1/4 


tl 


5 


II 


2 5/8 


II 


7 


It 


15 1/4 


II 


15 


II 


2 5/8 


II 


15 


It 


2 11/40 

3 3/4 


July 15 


tl 


It 


3 


II 


3 3/4 


Sept,, 15 


It 


2 1/2 


i.ay 


18 


1901 


2 9/10 


It 


19 


II 


3 1/3 


11 


30 


It 


3 1/8 


June 1 


ir 


2 1/2 


It 


5 


It 
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Close, Killir?jn 

\:ebber, John T, 

Hr-.rro. Ditch Co, 

Hill, J-.'hn (Kaisy Paaval?) 

Torreyson, Cel^b 

Jacobs ^n, Jo^ob 

Finn Ditch Co. 

Curry, Thomas 

Powers, Uaiurice 

Rof^eness, Neil 
::attscn Ditch Co. 
Draper, Ada 
Finn Pitch Co, 
V.'est F:rk Ditch Cn, 
Luoma,' John 
Beall, B, G. 
Llattson Ditch Co, 



Nurber cf 
lliner' s In. 

160 
75 
615 
ICO 
1/+0 
125 
596. 
ICO 
U50 

45 
130 
100 
1626 
450 
150 
50 
560 



Cubic Feet 
per second 



Year 


Inches Decreed 


lese 


50 


less 


S70 


1889 


815 


1890 


350 


1891 


150 


1892 


3799 


1693 


6231 


1894 


6174 


1895 


P767 



4 


1 7/8 


13 3/3 


2 1/2 


3 1/2 


3 1/8 


U 9/10 


2 1/2 


11 1/4 


1 1/8 


3 1/4 


2 1/2 


40 13/40 


11 1/4 


'3 3/4 


1 1/4 



14 



Ye^'r 
189^ 
1897 
1898 

1899 
1900 

1901 

1902 



^^onth 

June 5 
t' 10 
n 28 

July 1 

" 4 
n ^ 

Au^, 25 
Oct. 30 
Nrv. 11 

Apr. 15 

" 20 ■ 

June 1 

H 10 

July 15 
It 31 

Auf. 5 
" 10 

Inches Decreed 
45o2 
3225 

7391 
1870 
2276 
2927 
3111 



^ear 

1901 
II 

ir 

I? 

II 

11 
II 

ti 

fi 

1902 
n 
ti 
(I 
ir 
It 
11 



Totra inches decreed 52268 or 

1,306 27/40 cu, ft. 

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed by this Court that each of 
the parties hereto is entitled to the use and en-y:nent ^.f ^^e severax 
nncunts of water herein found to have been ar^ropriated by them, re 
Sectively, as nf the d.tes of said severrl appropriations as shown in 
the Sn^^ of the Court, which ..id findings ..re hereby referred to 
Sd rSfa pP^t .^f thi^ decree, and that each and every Party hereto 
^^^1 he is hereby enjoined fr.. in ^y nanner -^-f^ ^f .^^^^ V'f,,, 
ditches dair.s flumes, or head^ates of any other partj hereto, or irom 
^in'nf t^ iater of said R.ck Creek or tributaries ^thereof or springs 
constituting the source thereof, to which other jarties hereto are en- 
titled by right of prior appropriation as found herein. 

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed th^^t the ^^'j;^ J^Pf^f ^^7^ 
tions of the parties hereto shall be rr^r^ured at ^^^^^.^^^^[^^^^rnd':;^^ 
rrtes at the point of diversion from said creek, and that they and each 
of thorn be and hereby is required to ^^^"-^truct measuring boxes nd 
p]ac<^ the s.me at thoir i-e..poct.i ve points of diversion of their said 



-37- 



ap]-Toprir,tions fror.i sr.id creekj or as nepr thoreto as h.ecd,c^ates can 
be prr.ctically constructed, and thf.t the said meosuring boxes be 
maintained at all tines and be of such constructicn as v/ill enable 
a comrriissioner or commissioners to properly and readily neasure the 
v;ater f lovrinr into the sr.id several ditches , 

That all of the parties hereto be, and are hereby, enjoined 
from in rjiy wise viastinc; any of the waters of srJLd creek, or fror. 
divcrtin-^ at any time more of the water than is reasonably neces- 
sary for the use for which it is to be applied, or to irrij_<ate the 
lands of such prrty actually requiring irri,^^fticn at the time of 
diverting the same, Ijnd this decree shall be bizTdinf upon the 
heirs, successors and assif^is of the parties hereto. 

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the Sheriff's 
fees and the foes of the District Clerk be raid by the several par- 
ties hereto in equal amounts and that the Clerk cf this Court pro- 
ceed to determine the ai:iount due from each of thv^ several parties 
hereto for his proportionate part of said costs, and notify the 
pai-tics. hereto of the mount due from them respectively, ani upon 
failure of cxiy such narties to pay said sum due from them, that an 
execution issue from this Court arainst such p^Tty or -^arties for 
the ccUoction of his proportionate part of sr.id costs. And it is 
furtiier ordered, adjudged and decreed that each party hereto pay 
his om\ witness fees and the stenographer' s fees charged af^ainst hir.:, 

Frcnk Henry, Judf^e 

Dated this 21st d^y of Auf^ust, 1903. 

I, E, E, Esselstyn, Clerk of the District Court, in and for 
Carbon County, State cf Lontana, hereby certify that the forei^ping 
is a full, true and correct transcript of the number of inches of 
T/ater decreed in the Qranite Ditch Comprny ot al, plaintiffs, and 
V.« /jiderson et rl, defendants, and the v:hole thereof- 

E. E. ESSELSTYN, 
Clerk District Court 



Attest: 



LIBRARY 



CHARIOTTE DIL/ORTH, Deputy Clerk, MONT. FISH & GAME DEPT. 

Dated January 20, 1904 

Elk Basin Pumping Plant 

The Slk Basin Pumpinr Plant is included in this report, as it 
is located irinodiately on the V.'yf^minF side of the --ontana-.-yomdn,;^ 
stnte line on the Clarks Fork River. The plant has 2 Diesel oper-" - 
ted pumps - one with a 10" stroke v;hich has a capacity of 175 bar- 
rels per hour, and the other with a 14" stroke has a capacity of 
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225 br.rrels per hour {^2 gallon barrel). The engines are Cater- 
pillar Uiesel design, havinf^ 125 horsepowor each. The purip house 
and ;vell are located on the east bank of the Clr.rks Fork River. 
The nell is about 12 feet in diaiaeter. It has a tile inlet rnd al- 
SC' a 6" inlet to the river. Therc/are 17 miles of 6" pipe; from the 
punping station to E;tk Basin* At the Easin a 10,OCO barrel storage 
tanl-: is naint.'dned. Popping operaticns started about April 1, 1944. 

^inn Ditch Conpany 

The area served by the Finn Ditch Company lies west and south 
of Roberts, v^hich is the principal shipping point, and is served by 
the Northern Pacific Railway and U. S.^ Ki,ghwry No. 12, Tlx alti- 
tude at Roberts if 4j585 feet above sea level. 

The Finn i^itch Conf any takes v:ater by gravity on the vrest bpjik 
of Rock Creek in the N^/'^S"-"^, Section 18, Tewn^hir 6 South, I^angc 21 
East, The nain canal is about 7^ niilcs in Icn^'.th and is estiicated 
to have a nirximun capacity of 3,CC0 miner's inches, 

Th^ Finn Ditch Comppiiy v,as first started in 1695 and w^s incor- 
porated July 2i|.j 1901, for a period cf AO yepj-s. The stock is di- 
vided into 19 shares, all being issued. The Compan;^' serves l6 
farms, Herman Bdl, Secretary for tha Company, ^stirnted that 
there arc about SCO acres uncior the ditch that are not receiving a 
full supply of water, and that the entire ditch is short in dry 
yccrSt Operation and maintenance charges average 55/ P'^r acre. 
The project is not troubled with seepage. 

Principal crops are siaall grains and hp.y* Considerable acreage 
is given to oats and barley, which are used as feeder crops, i^st 
farms have some livestock, v;hile some have small bands of sheep 
which lend diversity to their firming program. Soi^ie v/inter feeding 
is done. The topography is rolling hills. 

The Coivpany has the following decreed water rights in Rock Creek 
listed under Case No, 275, decreed Au^^ust 21, 1903* 

150 miner's inches with a date of priority as of July 1, 1895 

150 " " " " " " " " " " 1, 1896 

596 " " " " " " " " " Augi25, 19C1 

1626 " " " " " " " " " June 10,1902 

In 1943 there were 2,022,80 acres being irrigated under the 
Finn Ditch, v;ith a potcnti.-il acreage under existing works of 460,80 
acres, or a mpJcLmum acreage of 2,483.60, 

Free Silver Ditch 

The area served by the Free Silver Ditch is located nerr the 
tc^wn of Rockvale which hrTs an altitude of 3^483 feet above sea level. 



-39- 



The Free Silver Ditch is a gravity system with no lp.rge struc- 
tures of any kind. Vater is tic en from Rock Creek in the SVj'JseJ 
of Section U, Township k South, Rmge 23 East, on the north bank. 
^ measuring vreir is about cno-fourth of a mile northeast from the 
headrate. The ditch •rosses U, S. Highv.'ay No. 12, and the Northern 
Pacific Railv-a^ in the SE-JNEJ of Section h, then continues north- 
east to the NEi-Ni'J, then east one-fourth of a mile to WjNE-4- of 
Section 3, then northeast past Rockvale to the SEJS'.'.'^ of Section 
35, Tovmship 3 '^outh, Raji^-e 23 East, then north. In the N-JSI'T^ the 
ditch divides; the two forks run parallel for about Ig miles, then 
join near a coulee in the NE^N^'-i of Section 26, and it continues 
north for about one mile vticre it empties into Farv/ell Creek in the 
SEiK'i cf Section 23, Tovmship 3 South, Range 23 East. The total 
length of the ditches is about 9i miles. 

The Free Silver Ditch was first used in 1893. The main canal 
hasbeen kept in a fairly /rood state of repair. The ditch was 
cleaned with a dragline in 1943 for* its entire len^^th, A new head- 
gate was constructed to replace the old one, for it could not be 
closed, and winter floods drmaged some of the land along the upper 
part cf the ditch. The new headgate is located about 15O yards up- 
stream from the old loc?.tion. 

The Free Silver Ditch is a farmers' cooperative ditoh in which 
the users do most of the maintenance and have no assessments except 
when there is an expense en the ditch. The average cost for opera- 
tion and maintenance is about lOj^ an acre. The water supply is 
considered adequate. The ditch has no indebtedness. Each user has 
his ovm decreed water right for a ,(?iven amount of water that is de- 
livered to him throu^ the main ditch. 

There are 10 water users under the main ditch, three cf whom 
are near the head of the diteh and irrigate about 30 acres each from 
the Free Silver, but receive most of their irrigation v/ater from 
other sources. These users were permitted this use because they 
could not get water to this acreage from the systems with which 
they were associated. The capacity of the main ditch is estimated 
to be about 955 inches. The topography is river bottom land, the 
soil being a sandy loam and very productive. Principal crops are 
sugar beets, bems and small grains. Some livestock is kept on all 
farms. 

In 1943 there were 938. OC acres being irrigated, with a poten- 
tial acreage cf 260,00 acres, or a maximum acreage of 1,198,00 
acres. Fifty acres of the potential acreage shown will be irri- 
gated in 1944, througl^the upper Free Silver that is locally known 
as the Highline, ^n extension ditch has been constructed and v/ill 
be ready for use in 1944. The land served is owned by R. H. Chilcott* 
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GLEM^r^^OCD DITCH COl'^ J-MY 

The area served by the Glennwocd Ditch Conprny is located about 
one mile or.st of Silcsir. and consists of a narrovr sbrip of river 
bottom land bet^veon the Clarks Fork River .'..nd adjoinin-- bench land. 
The altitude at Silesia is 3,404 feet above sea level. 

The lajid descripticn of int-:.ndod place of use vjas given as 
lands in Sections 3C, 19, 18, 7 and S in Township 3 South, ^^n^e 
24 Ecst. 

rater is trkon by gravity from the east bank of the Cl^j-ks Fork 
River in the NEi-NE-J of Section 3 6, Township 3 South, R.'\n':;e 23 East, 

The Glunnvv-^od Ditch Con^'any was first orpaniz^d in 1895 by 
Rudcaph :.olt, R. K. Terrell, ;:. L. Terrell, J. 0. Terrell,' and C. 
A. Ho^.thcrinr:ton. On August 23, 1895, they apiropriated 3,CC0 
mirer's inches of water fror the Clarks Fork River at or near the 
southvust corner of Secti':n 30, Tcvmship 3 South, Ran-^c 24 East, 
en the east banic of the stream. The f ilin;-^ wrs made on September 
17, 1895. The purpose was for irri-';;atien. The s^^stem was de- 
scribed as a ditch 84" by 79" in size, whidi carries 3,0CC inches 
of water. The main canal is about 4 miles lon.^. 

Notice of Appropriation is on file in the Carbon County C^urt 
House, Red Lod-c, Lont-?na, in Bc:k 2, Pa^^e 113, of V'ater Rirht Re- 
co rds • 

On I'arch 4, 1913, this system wrs incorporated as the Glcnnwoed 
Ditch Coirpany, for 40 years, ulth a capital stock of 300 shares of 
a par value cf ClOO each, or ;>30,0a;. On October 1/^, 1944, 2 50 
shares had been issued. 

In 19A4 the Company negotiated with the Farm Security Adminis- 
tration for a loan cf !!"^6,CCC to repair their diversion dam and 
hcad-r.te, .and relocate 1,0C0 ft, cf cmal. Later, the idea was 
dropped and the far.T-crs decided to do the rork themselves. Be- 
cause of flood dnr^ac^c to th^r eld siphon, they are also ccn- 
structinf a nevf siphon over Cottonwood Creek, approrlTiately 150 
feet lon"^^ consisting: of 2 corrugated steel pipes — one 18" in 
dicjTicter, the other 2tt", There are seven farms serirod by the Com- 
pany. 

The project is served by the Northern Pacific Railv.'ay and U,S, 
Hi-^?-r.y Mo.. 310 and 12., The princip.'l crops ^.ro s'a.;::r beets, al- 
frifa, and sra^JI crrJ.as , Some IJ.vestrck is kept en most farms. 
The lands vary greatly as tc soil cii.i-racter, .as the prc'^e-vL is all 
river botto;.i land- Considerable d-iLa^-^e has been caused by flood 
waters from Cottonwood Creek o 

In 1943 there were 482 acres being irrigated under the system 
with a potential area of 76 acres, or a m<axlmum of 558 acres. Of 
this amount, 63 cf the irrigated acres were in Ycllovjstcnc County, 
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mLDET'T DITCH ooy.Fmx 

The Golden Ditch Coir^any Project is lon.ited 5 miles iv rth cf 
Belfry en the v;est sido cf the Clr.rks Fork Riv.;r. The nlr.co of in- 
tended use vrr.3 describod as the land lyin- between the line ■■. f the 
ditch -nd tho Clr.rks Fork aivcr in Sccti^.rs 35, 25, 13, oM 12, m 
Tnv;nship 7 S.^uth, RnJif^o 22 E-.st, The point :.f aiv>.rsion is in the 
S'iS'^J rf Sectic:n 26, Township 7 S-uth, Rt-n^.o 22 E.-st, nor.r the- 
mouth" of Dry Cx-eek, The entire system is ^r.-vity with_ne struc- 
tures '^f r'Jiy consequence. The rnp.in c-Jir^ is about 6 miles Icnr, 
The Ccni-T-tw has rdvjays (operated under its present name and does not 
supply water to any ether source. 

The Golden Ditch Company was first or^^anized in 1903. The pur- 
pose of the or-'r:nizati.'n was tc supply water for irrigation to 
Innds in the Clarks Fork Vnliey. On I'.rrdi 28, 1944, the Company 
re- incor^o rated for 40 years vdth a cspit-I stc^ck of 1,400 shares 
of a par value of v25 each, or v35,OoC. Th^ro have been 1,3^7 
shares issued. The present assessiront is 50^!^ an acre, which is for 
operation ?nd naintcnrnce. The Conuany has no indebtedness, 

On:.arch 31,. 1903,. the Golden Ditch Corpan^^ appropriated 2,000 
miner's inches of water to be taken by gravity from the Clarks Fork 
River in the SEj of Section 3, Township 8 South, Range 22 East on 
the west bank of stream. The purpose was for irri^^ation, manufac- 
turing ,"iid dorestic uses. The system was to be a dom in srdd river 
to divert water into a canal, the head.-ate .-f which was 8' in width 
and 6' in depth. The ditch was to be 2» in depth by 8' in width on 
the bottom, and 12' in width en the top. (This originoa point of 
diversion has been chanf^od) . Notice of Appr' pri^-.tion is on file in 
the Carbon C^unty Courthouse, Red Lod.^e, i\-)ntana, in Bock 1, Page 
378, of ','ater Ri -ht Locati. ns. 

The altitude at Belfry is 3,740 feet. The topography is f. airly 
level ''.nd draina-i^c f :r the most part is no problem. 

In 1943 there were 919 .-CO acres bein-": irr i^'-'ted under the 
Golden Ditch, with a p-tontir.l area under existin': works of 120.00 
acres, or a mejcimum of 1,039 *C0 acres, 

GR ove C r eek Ca nal .Company 

The project cf the Grove Creek Car.al Ccrrj>an;r starts 3 miles 
south cf Bclfi.v? "fi*"! f-:^ends to a poiiiL in SecTj.rn 8, Township 9 
Sfutli, nani.:e 22 E-.'st, vrh.sre the n^in carnal. C h:^s acr jss the Clarks 
Fork River. T^^ ir:'i.;atcd lind by this sys^ojr, liac: i.nn.ediately 
west cf the river,. The altitude at Belfiy is 3,?'^0 feet.. 

;.atcr is taken by .fjrrvity i.n lot 5, Section 20, To-/'nship 9 
South, Rrn-c 22 East, on the e.-:i3t bank cf the Clarks Frrk River. 
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The capacity of tho ir^-^in cr.nal is 3,0CC inches, Ttic supply is ade- 
quate. In the S'.ri ct Secticn 3, Trwnship 9 South, R.^n-^c 22 Er.st, 
the Company has a lar-^e flurao r.cross the Clrrks F.rk River, 4C'0^ 
lonf^j 7' vridc, rnd 20" deep,, This is the only stinacturL; cf any 
consequence under the systen. At this pcdnt the crjial crosses fr-^n 
the east tc the w:st side of the rivor, 

'-hat is n^w loiovrn as the Gr?vc Creek Canal Coppany v:as first 
cr ;rnized in 1897 as the Grcjve Creek Ditch Cor.Tany. The Grcvo 
Creek Canal C^npuiy was incorpr rated April 10, 1902, with a capital 
stock of 1,0CG shares of a rar value of C25 each, cr v25,OCO, Of 
tijese, 28P shares have been issued. On t^arch 2, 1942, the Cr.mj ■^x\y 
v.-'.s extended rnd ^iven continual existence. At 'Tesent the Cri,:pnj:iy 
has n-j indebtedness. The cost -^f v;ater for o;x;rrti:n and mainten- 
ance averages about ,,'l.CO per acre. 

Ori November 1, 1897, the Gr-. vo Creek Ditch Company a;r-prcpria 
and filed ^n 3^CCC r;.irj5r's "inches rf vrater to be taken fr m the 
Cl'^rks Fork River ^n the erst bonk. From this point it w. s to run 
2^ r.iil^s in a northerly dirccticn alone east banl< of said stream; 
thLnce int.-; a flaae across sold river to the west banlc, thence 
nearly n^ rth 2 miles, thence rver and upon s;iid land. The pur/oso 
was for irrio^'ti: n, domestic and minin-^^ uses, Thj^ system, was d'j- 
scribed as a ditch 120" by 36" in size and carries 3jOCO iTiiner's 
inches of vrater from said stream. 

iJ'jtice -f Aprropriaticn is on fUe in Carbon County Court House, 
Red Lod;:e, Tontanr., in Bock 1, pa^e 121, of "--ater Rif^it Locations. 

Six stockholders have frrrs in the system, ^here ore 1,233.00 
acres of irrigated Land under this cojial, ivith a potential acre-o;c 
under existint-;: works ';f 170 .CO acres, or a mojcimum irri;:-able acre- 
a;;e of 1,403.00 acres. S^-'opaj^e is not a fact-r as the project is 
well drained. 

haar;. DITCH corp;j'-iY 

The Haara Ditch Gomrany Pr-^ject is located .:n the bench land 
west rf Red Lod-e. The altitude at Red Lcd^e is 5,?57 feet, '..'atcr 
is t^ken by rrra'/ity in the M tS^]-! of Section 5, T::wnship & South, 
Ran:e 20 ^^ast, from the -est Fork -f R'^ck Crocks 

The Haara pitch Crnrany w-s first incorporated Dn ^uiie 10, 1902; 
the Company was rc-ircor?oratod for 40 yjcrs in 1942. The Com;any 
has XO shoiTos of sttcjc, al\ of v.^.ieh arc issued., ri-.e Cmpany ricos 
not su.^rly Wdttr tc an;' cthev source and haj alv;ays o, or '.ted under 
its rresBnt name.. 

The Haara D-iieh C.r^any has two decreed v/ator ri^-jits uirler its 
name. One, -.f a ;ri.rxty datu of Juno 15, 1900, for 610 inches, the 
other .f a , riority date of Jutk 28, 1901, for 6l5 inch.o. The other 
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throe ri;-hts n.ro held by the followinr^ individuals under the ditch: 
Albert Luona, 189A- right for 1/jO inches; i:att Joki, 1895 right for 
12C inches; Gust Luoi:aj 1902 ri^ht for 150 inchos. 

The supjly is adoquato in y5'?rs of hjav/ snowfpll in the moun- 
tains. In dr,v 7er,rs the supj.ly is not, ard in sornc years water is 
rotated in order to give each user some water. Since the establish- 
ment of a Rock Ci:>Gek .'ater Users' Association, stored water has 
been pui'chased, which has alleviated this condition. The 10 stock- 
holders in the Company buy stored water for a total cost of V575 a 
year, or ''^57»50 each. All users have their own water rif^its, and 
help with ditch repairs and share equally all c-xpenses. The main 
crnal is about 10 miles long and has a capacity of 2,000 inches, 
Citch assessments are about /;0/ sn rcro. The Company has no in- 
debtedness. 

There are several deep cuts olong the ditch that have to be re- 
paired each yer.r before the irrigation season. The toT'0,r;raiiiy is 
roof^h and rollin.';: hills, vdth the soil types boin^ of a spndy or 
gravelly nature. 

In 1943 there wercl,426,53 acres being irrigated under the 
Haara Ditch, with a potential acraane under existing works of 60.00 
acres, or a uiaximum acre?.(TC of l,/+86,53 acres. 

Hi^'ihline Ditch Com'^any 

■^hc Hif^line Ditch Company was first incorporated in 1900. In 
192/+ the Ccm:any v^as r^;- incorporated to raise additional funds for 
a ditch oxtenDicn, but the ..xtension v/as never r;^.dc. The Comp^viy 
v;as incorporatod with a capital stock of 16,800 shares of a par 
vrluc of s!'l»L.O each, or vl6, 800, 

'..atcr is taken by ;-p"avity from the cast bank of Reck Creek in 
the SE'hWCi of S..ctlon 21, Township 5 South, Ran;^e 21 East, ^ mea- 
surinr weir is located about 1/4 of a mile northeast frora the head- 
gato. The system consists of a ditch 6' wide, 3' deep, about lOj 
miles long, 4 wooden flumes, and a 20' drop, in Section 14 where 
the "itch crosses a tributary of Strjiley Creek. An extension ditch 
called the '.Vhito Ditch carries on from the ^nd of the Hirhline 
Ditch. The project is located near Selms Sidin,^ on the Northern 
Pacific branch line to Red Lodge. The elevation at Solms is 4,377 
feot. From the pToject it is alxiut 15 miles south to Red Lod^^.e. 
The Comi'any has trouble with the main ditch silting and requires 
frequent cleanin>: in order to keep it in first-class condition so 
that sufficient ivater can be carried to supply its users, 

^ach water user has his own water rif^ht or a separate decree. 
Because of the late date of filin^];, the Coimv-ny has to buy water 
from the Rock Creek '..ater Users' Association, vlth this supplemen- 
tal supply the users report they have sufficient wf>.ter. The Com- 
pany has 830 inches of decreed v/ater, vdth a priority as of 1900 
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o.nd 125 ijichos with a priority as of 1901. 

In 19U3 there were 890, CO acres being irrigated, with a poten- 
tial -acreage of 724.00 acres, rr a mr:>ciinuin :j:*rigr.blo acreage of 
1,614, CO acres, 500 acres of the potential acreage cculd be irri- 
gated by extending the ditch. The present ditch up to tho^drop is 
of sufficient carrying cap'icity to carry vater for t'^ie additional 
acres. B. C. Lillis, Engiixjor of Billincts, :.:nntana, made a survey 
rf this land and has ?. nap of the potential area. 

The principal crops arc sntaU grains and alf.-.lfa hay. Some 
dairy cattle, poultry and other stock is kept on each f arm v;ith 
seme' winter feeding being done. The topography is rolling lnj:id. 
The Company has no indebtedness. The ccst of v:ater averages 50/ an 
acre, VJhich is for operation and maintenance. 7 Stockholders have 
farms under the system, 

Holland Ditch Company 

On Februriy 13, 1897, John Hollcjid, rilliam Holland and Josiah 
Holland appropriated 1,500 miner's inches of water to be taken by 
gravity from the Clarks Fork River on the cast brnk. No point of 
diversion was riven. The purpose was for irrigation^ domestic and 
mining uses. The system was described as a ditch 72 by 24" in 
3i:-.e which carries 1,500 miner's inches of water. The intended 
place of use was described r.s follows: on Silver Tip Flat and more 
particularly on the ranches of claimants. 

The Notice of Appropriation is o;i file in the CpTbon County 
Court House, Red ^-odge, I-ontrna, in Book 1, Page 351, of ^-ater 
Right Location Records, 

The project wrs first developed in 1897. In I9II the ditdi was 
enlarged to carry 2,5CO inches rf w--ter and additi'.>naa. water users 
were admitted to the Company. It was the belief of I-r. John Hol- 
land, a son of one of the ori?;^inal ap^rnpriators, that a filing v;as 
m.ade at that time for 2,500 inches by the Holland Ditdi Company, 
■■■c were unr.ble to find aqy record of a Notice of Appropriation in 
the County records in Rod Lodge, made by the P.olland Ditch Com.rany. 

The Hcllrjid Ditch Company was incorpcratcd February I6, 1911, 
for 40 years, with a capit-l stock of 240 shares of a par value of 
vlOO each, or v24,000. Of this arount, 120 shares have been issued. 
The cost of water on an average is about v2,25 an acre, which is 
fc/oper:-.tion and maintenance. The Ccnpany does not supply water to 
any cthur source and has no indebtedness. 

The Holland Ditch Company takes vmtcr oy gravity in the NE^NE^, 
Section 14, Township 8 Se:uth, RrJigc 22 East, on the east side of 
the Clarks Fork River, one mile erst of Belfry, The land under 
this iro.iect is for the greater part river bottom, land, varying 
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rr--rtly --s to soil character. Ssndy loar. soils predominate. To^o- 
fJr-hy" is frirl^^ level and for the most part drainage is fr.ir. The 
sM^ly of water" is considered adequate. The main cr'jial is 5 nilos 
in length vnd h03 no extensive laterrl system. It is 8' wide frcm 
st-rt tr fiiiish. 

In 19/i3 there vrcro 959.90 acres of irrliietcd Irnd under this 
ditch, with a potential acreage under existin;^ wca-ks of 42 ^f"^l> 
cr a ncjciuum irrig,-,ble acreafp of 1,001,90 acres, -o also found 15 
acres of sooted land which is used for pasture. 

Intcr-3tat^ Irri;T.tinf^ anl l-ini nr-; Ditch Com^-PA-'^ 

The mnj-n p-rt -f the area served by the Tntcr-State Irrir-ting 
rmd -ining Ditch Conrrny is located on the west side of th^ river 
iir.ri:;ril.'.toly n^rth ■. f bh^'ontana-l yoming state lino, ncr th^ Chrnco 
Brid'-'o. ai land unrler this systor. that is irrig-'>ted, cxcert a 
srall r^rrdun that is irri;r.ted by T. U. Chosarok, is m Lcnt^na. 
On theV.rth sile cf a r^ad bridge across the Clarks Fork nivcr on 
thf- Chesarck Ronch, w-ter is flurr^xl across the Cl:-rks Fork River to 
irri;T.tc land craei by Q. E, Chonce on the east side of the river. -_ 

On the 22nd day of April, 1901, Charles B. Orr, ^harles Rich- ^ 

pi'ds, J. H, H,-ll, Oscar Denpy, Ncthrji Ch-nco, Louis B. Sicklur .ojid 
Georre A. Smith ass-ciat-.d together and forned the Intcr-State Ir- 
rigation and :-inln.^ Ditch Comi anj-. The Corr^.rny w.-3 incor:oroted 
for 40 years with 2,CC0 shrres of stock of a -ar value of f-^f^ 
erch. J^rch share ropresentod one inch of water, or a tot'l of ^VU. 
inches of water, that was tr- be trk,n frr.>m the Clerks Fork River by 
fT^'vity in the KT^i^.h of oection 30, Townshli 58 NorUi, Ilm^o 101 
Vest, in the state of l.yordng. Said ditch was tc tcrm.inate m Sec- 
tion 13, Township 9 South, Raa-e 21 Ep.st, in Carbon County, Lontana, 
or ab-. ut 6 r.iilcs froir: the ilace vf beginnin-> 

On April 19, 1913, the Cn-.crrjiy increased its capit.-l stock from 
2,000 to 3,000 shrres - e^ch share hr.ving a rar value of vl.LO each. 
Nrthrn Chnncc rnd Charles Benrdslee were the Ccmpany Directors at 
the tiine. On February 24, 1941, the CcmprAi^ re-ineorpor -ted with a 
c^.pit-1 strck of 3,0C0 shares of a po.r volue of vl,,,GO eacn, or *3000 
for 40 ye-ars. Ve were unable to find ony water ri:^ht f ain^ for 
this Cnmp-iiy in the Carbon Crimty '.-nter Rifht Records. 

The altitude ot Chance is 3,P4C feet. In 1943 there were 
1,129.00 acres bcin^:; irrigated, with 210 acres -f potential land 
under c:dstinf^ works, or a m.axiir.um irrio;able acreage rf 1339.00 
acres. The t'-^-o-'-r^-^hy and water supply would permit the irrigating 
of several hundred acres more. Thoro are 7 stockh:adors served by 
the s^'stem. The operation and maintenance char.r^es average about 
50/ an acre, which is mostly worked out by the users. Toro.^^raiiiy 
is river bottom l''.nd. 
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J- Hot Iri'lfi'it-i'^n Ci.jn^r.ny 

Tlie :?.ro.''. irrii^ptcd by this project He nnrthc.':.st ■ f ' J^lL.t. 
Tho .-^Ititurk' r.t J^.lljt, w'lich is th.. princi; "'.1 shrr.'lng p-int ,-:.nf-l 
serv.;cl by a br'.nch lino t f th^. Northc-.rn I acif ic ?."ilwry, is 3^726 ft, 

The Jolict irrig^ti^^n Ccmrr.ny tr,l;es V'/atcr by grr.vity nc,r:r the 
nc^rthixst c rnor rf tho SVr-lJ?^ of Socti;:n 33j Township 4 orathj 
Rmigo 22 Er.Gt, ^"..'■surii'ig vroir is ab:>ut l/l\. mile nrrthcr.st :f ths: 
hc?.d'^.'\tc, Tho r.iin c^-nal is abL-ut 6J i.iil.H long. 

Tlie Comrrnj/ w.-^s incor;"."^ i*'\tcd in 1919j f-'r 40 ye.^rs, v.'ith a cap- 
ital ctock cf ljOi;0 shares ^f a par v:\luo :f l20 o^.ch, or '„20,0C0^ 
T:.^ d-'tc 917 shares h".ve been issued, Tho Cr.'ii.Tny has ric: indebtocl- 
ness. The cost rf water per irrigrted acre averages ab:ut %/ji. 
vriiich is for rperatiun -.nd rraintenniceo Tiie tc^-^graphy is levjl 
with a f^entle sl..i e to Upck Creek, The s.ils vary cro.-tl^,'- rs t-^ 
soil charactci-;, this bein,; aU. river bett l'i L'^.nd, 2rrlna;^e fcr the 
most part is fair 7;ith sciio seepage. The surily cf water is con- 
sidered .-dequatc 5n nornal years, but the stockhclders say tl-cy do 
net hrve en. Li;^h v,- ter in dry years-, 

The fillovjii-i^ water rlr_'hts were '■^creei tc^ the Joliet Litch 
Cer.panyj predecessor ■.:f tiie Jcdiet Irrip^ti-n Cm..; ai'iy' 

393 inches with a ■btu rf '-ri. rity as -f Jmie 20, 1394* 
39Ci " " " ir >t " i> ^ M „ j,^^ ]_5^ ;l395. 

The foll^win."^ rir^hts '.vero decreed tr the Joliet Ir'-if'.ti.'n 
Company: 

50 inches with a d-te of :ri;rity as 'f Jixly 1, 1893. 
20 " " " " " " " " '>.y 15,1^99, 

64 " " " " " " " " j:ay 1, 1S96, 

In 1943 there were ?13«2C acres bcin^'^ irrigate;!, vdth a potv^n- 
tial rcrca^^o of 73«CO acren, under existinf^ works, .r a ma-xinuun ir- 
ri^^able acreage of 586,20 acres. Ther^ were I5 acres of scoptcd land 
rep:;rted. 

Last Ch,anco Ditch C -npany and 
Carlx.'.n Canal Crq-. any 
Extonsi. n of L^.st Chance 

The project is Iccated betwcn Joliet ari.l Frrnbor^;, v;ith the 
greater part situated in an area called Pros, erity Fiat. Tliese 2 
t^ivns are the princi]'al shirpinj peints and also pmvide a local 
irarket for sone ^redacts. 

The Last Chrnce Ditch takes water -n tho e^st ba_ak o^f R"ck 
Creek in th.. SE^SE-^ of Section 14, T-.y/nship 4 South, R^n^e 22 Jio,st. 
Lcas'jroraent weir is aboub one rile fr^;.; the headf;:atoe Tiic ditch 
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runs cr,st for r.brut a irdlo r^-r.-illaling Rock Crock, then it swings 
south thru Socti-ns 18, 19, X', 31, ^-^-^d 32, in Tor-nshir 4 S,- uth, 
Rr,n;;c 23 Erst, In Socti:-n 32 ti).er^ is r sirhon r cross r. v.'^stu 
v.'i".tor C'Ulco, The ditch ends on the section lino in tho cr;.st half 
bctv/eon Socti' ns k and 9, T:Tmshi^ 5 S'uth, Range 23 E-st, In the 
SE^r^f. cf Section 31, T-v.-nshir k South, Hcnge 23 ^-'St, the Lr.st 
Chrjico diverts vntor to the Cr.rbcn C'Jicl, Frcn. this pjint it runs 
s uth thru Soctirns 6, 5, 8, nmi 17, rJad terr.dnr.tes in tho S^'r^.S".",^, cf 
Socti-n IV, no".r the town rf Fr.nbcr^; in thi:; Clnrl-s Fork V.-llcy, A 
lator.-l ditch t-k. s out rf the Carbon riain c^ncl in the NE-iW.'"?- cf 
Section 8 r.nd runs nr-rthor.st f'>r r.b^-at one r.ile, 

', ator is diverted from Rod< Greek thru tho Lr.st Chr.ncc Ditch to 
a ;-:.int nu^r the c-nter <:f ijoctiai 5, T ■■v'nshi;"' 5 South, Rrnge 23 
Ep.rtj which is the end -^f the Lr.st Chr.ncc nnd the begiiirxinc; ;:f the 
Carbon Cr-.nal, 

Tiicri> is little infornr-ti:.n as tc the earlj^ history cf the Last 
Chriice Ditch. The Cr.].i^-^ny has 32 st: ckh-llers, having 1,057.36 
shares issued. The f irot use :.f what n;;w is the Last Chance Ditch 
\'^-'s in 1895. Ti-ie c'"st ■-'f vfater averages abcut 50^ r^r acre. The 
Corii^pJiy hag^i: indebtedness. In dry je.?rs the Ccr^.any buys su^-^le- 
mont.'l water frrn the Reck Creek ^"ater F^scrs' Asscci-ticn which is 
su, i lied by C ,ney viid '^r?Jiito Reservoirs. 

The Carbon Canal Conp".ny was iri: or:" orated ii^ 19^ fcr 40 yenrs 
with a cai.ital str,ck of 625 rincr's inches cf vrater, or 50C shares 
ef A st-ick and 475 ir.iner's inches cf v.-ater, or 350 shades cf B 
stock. The A st'^^ck'nas a ;,iar value rf ClO per share "nd the B 
stock has a jar value of ^'20 per share, or vl5,750. The stock is 
assessable as fr.llows; Class A stock is assessable for the purpose 
of securing the necessary funds fcr the constructi'^n fr'i.ithG ter- 
ninus of the Last "^hrncc Ditch Corni^rny's ditch, or frjur^ the be;74-n- 
aing L-f the Carbon Canal Ccnpt^ny, to a I'oint ICO' n~rth ef wlT.t is 
knovfn as the i'^elly Flame. No further liabilities are levied agolnst 
Class A st.:ck. Class B stock is asses'sabie for the ;urrose of se- 
curing' funds for the c-nstructicn and r|-.ortion cf niaj-ntenojicc 
chor/^es for the remainder f the ditch. In -rclor ti: have stock in 
the Carbon Caa.-'l Company, users nust also have stc. ck in the Last 
Chnnce Ditch Ccmrrny, 

The v;ati.r chajrs^^s under the Crrbcn Caiial are ab.'^ut 75)?^ per acre. 
There ^xc 10 uater usurs un:lor the systerp.. This charge is for all 
ditch o nyany expenses. The Gor.p.any as of January 17, 19^4, hr/i nc 
indebtedness. 

The Company h-.s the f-'ll'^vdng decre'cd water ri-^^ts in R ck 
Creek, listed unler Case iIo„ 275, decreed August 21, 1903: 

760 min^T's inches with a date cf iriority as of Oct, 4, 1895 

360 Ditto June 1, 1897 

466 " June 1, 18?8 

SO " June 1, 1899 

100 " ^ June 1, 1900 

125 »' i-^ry 30, 1901. 
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In 1%3 there were 1,865.20 acres bein,'/ irrig-'.tcrl un ler Lp.ct 
Chcince and Carbcn Canal, vith a I'otentlcl acreage Lmler tjxistinc; 
v;orks r>f 567.30 acrus, or a maximum acreage cf 2,432,50. V:e also 
f: uml 154 acres of seopei InnO under the tViV s/steDS. 

i:-:ry^tt Ditch 

The pr(-ject is located about 3 niles north of Red Lodge, which 
l-TovidGs a good local j-iarket md is the principal shipjing point, 
being served by a branch line --f the Northern P^-.cific Railv^ny -^^ud 
U, 3, Hi£hwr^^ No. 12. The altitude at Rod Lot:lgG is 5,557 feet. 

The laryott Ditch 'iivcrts -v.oater by gravity in the S'Vi^SE-J cf 
Section 6, Tormship 8 South, Rnnge 20 East, on the north bank of 
the "..est Foirk of Hock Creek, abr.ut ^ uile west rf the Ranger Sta- 
tion. From this }. -^int v:ator is carriud aroun.l gravelly hills and 
on l.?jxls of a shallow soil with a grovel sub-b^se for 8 nilos. 

The Loryott Ditch is a privately owmd 'Utch thot is represen- 
trtive of i:.cxiy small ditches in the Red LocI;o area. In Tcwnship 6 
South, Rrnge 20 ^rst, we have 26 different Jitdies, mrst f vdiich 
are sinilar tr; the ;„ary'"tt with each user havin,';^ his own water 
ri(;^it, K'.*- roccrds are kept nf cost of operation and r.iaintenrrnce. 
If there is w^-^rk to be done r-n a ditch, each us^^r gets out -'md does 
his share, C-st of nor; mo.terials or now construction is likewise 
shared. Ditch cons.olidation in this area has great possibilities 
and would insure more v.oater at a cheaper cost and give protection 
against seepage, 

Farners. who hove their fields cut up by >litchos ci-^uld o.l3~> im- 
prove their land on J step up ito productivity, Thescnuiiiorous 
ditches also provirle a n.aturol bre>.:ding ground for weeds tho.t in 
so.no areas have caused large pcreages rf farr: lanl to be abrndoncd. 
The Ccirclion thistlu is the most prodoi.;inont and widespread- 
According to J-.hn L, Il-ryott and Tii^-^s , I,. !;ary(!tt, the two 
users under the ditch, th - cost of operoti-n and rriaintenanco aver- 
ages fn:'m vl.25 to >„2.00 an acre. The inaxinum cai.o.clty of the 
i-Utch is estii.ated to be l^OCO inches, 

Thu prccipito.tion for ("vtr 31 yeors has averri^ed 19.82 inches, 
with 13*37 inches, rr 67/°, f 'lling during the Ayril 1 - September 
30 period „ 

In 1943 there were 759''^00 acres being irrigated under the r.o.ry- 
ott Ditch, with no potential acreage on the 2 existing forms served 
by the ditch. The ditch could easily serve tw or three huidrod 
more acres. The follc-wing water rights were docroed to J, L. ],;ar3a^tti 

350 miner's inches with a prioritv as of July 1, 1890 

3 CO Ditto i«i"y2 5, 1393 

50 " July 1, 1898 
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Mats on Ditch Con-irr.ny 

The .tire? served by the i^-;.tsr.n Ditch Coin}?an7 i^ located abrut 2 
miles vrest o.f Hed Lodge, the princip?! shipping p;:lnt for this v,rec.. 

The m.nj.n cr.nrl is c.hr^it U niles lon.^ r.nd trikes water by grrvity 
frrv. the ;;est Fork r.f Rock Creek in the If. iK'l of Section 8, Trwn- 
shi] 3 S:^ath, Rr-ri^e 20 Ecst, 

The i:r.t5"n Ditch Compr.ny is a small inccrpcrated ditch having 6 
stcckh':ldcrs who a-;m f.-.rns thrt are served by the systen. The Cor.i- 
pr.ny has no indobtedncps , No record hc>s been kept as tr the cost 
of T.r.ter. In yc-'rs of normal r.-^lnfrll little irrigation is re- 
quiredj as the pr^-ject is nerr the base of the Beartcoth L'ount:,ins 
which have a hi,^;h altitude. The ditches arc repaired rs ncedod by 
thoGe who use them. 

The Gcnpnny was incorpcrotcd for UO yeo.rs l.u-y 24, 1902, witlt a 
capital stock of 3,000 sharus of a par v^luc of a dollar each, or 
&3,000, Of these, 2500 shares have been issued. 

The follrvdng water rights were decreed to the llatson Ditch 
Comrany: 

130 miner's ir^chos with a d-^tc of ririorlty as of April 20,1902 
560 Ditto Aug. 10, 1902 

100 minor's inches wi.th a dote of pri-rity o.s -f June 10, 1898, 
pj:id also 45 mincr^s inchos with a d.-te cf priority as of July 11, 
1899, decreed t J-hn Aalto. 

The 5;ils -to of a /-ravolly, cl<?y lorm nature, Principal crops 
arc alfalfa, peas and smnll groins. The to:-ogr."rhy is i.irstly foot- 
hills and bench lojid. 

In 19*4-3 there were 302,00 acres boirig irrigated under the I.at- 
son Ditch, with a potential acreage und^r oxistiii,,^ W':^rks ..f 346 
acres, or a nir^d.mujn irrigoble acreage of 64''^. 00 acres, Ve also 
fc und 20 acres -f seej-^ed land, 

Llutual Di tc h C; p-pany 

The area served by the i.iutual Ditch Company is located south of 
Bridsor, tho principal shipping point, ord is served by the Nrrthem 
Pacific Hallway and the Ghicag?, Burlington ond ^uincy Railroad. A 
hard surfocod Idgbva^^, U. S. Hi^way No. 310, connects to Billings, 
a distance of 46 miles, r.'hidi provides a good Iccol market. 

^jo.tor is toJcen by gravity in the NE^tr^i of Section 14, Tornship 
8 South, Rrjigo 22 K-st, one mile e-.st -:f Belfry, ond terminates in 
the center of Section 26, T ^-nship 6 South, Rojigo 23 S,ast, 
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The I-utual Ditch Company was first started by 0. B. HArtj Jas. 
Carson aiid J. K. Hart, ar),d called the Hart Ditch, ^n Sept. 12, 
1899) they filed on and aprroDr-iated 1,500 miner's inches of v"ater 
to be taken by gravity on the east bank of the Clacks Foiic River. 
The point of diversion was ab-.>ut 6,000 feet above a hi^ cut banl< 
and about 2 miles above Silver Tip point. The purpose w.-is for ir- 
rigation, racuiufacturing, and doinestlc uses, Tlio system w:i5 described 
as a headgate and a ditch 1?" by /^B" i.n sise, v;hich caiTios 1,5CC 
inches of riater froia the Clp.rks Fork River to the rcndies of appro- 
printors. The Notice of A^jrropriatiDn is on file in the Carbon 
Coujity Courthouse in Book 1, on pago 215, of l^ater Right Location 
Records, 

In 1909 the Hart Ditch v;as to be enlr.rged and renamed the J-'.ck 
Creek Ditch Coiv,pany. On July 30, 1909, this Com;.vnny aj.Tproprirt'^d 
3,000 inches of water. Tiie f5.1ing vrcs mode August 27, 1909, -^nd is 
on record in the Cr.rbon County Courthouse in Book 2, p'^go 210, of 
Viator Rifjht Records, '^ho point of diversion wcs the s.^me as for 
the Hart Ditch, and thence it r-nn in r.. northerly direction to Rush 
^"ater C^ijiyon 0£:st of Srid^er, The srid ditch vr's an enlargement of 
the Ha,rt Ditch for ."■.bait 4 miles, thence rrn thru an extension for 
about 15 iTilles. 

The now ditch company, cilled the Jnd: Creek Extension Ditch 
Company, was formed a few months later to tr.kc over the Jr.ck Creek 
Ditch. On Dec, 30, 1909, the J'-.ck Creek Extension Ditch Coirpany 
appropriated and filed on 5, OCX) inches to bo used for irrigation, 
power and donostic uses. The ditch was to be 13' vdde by 4* deep 
and i.'ould c;-j:'ry 5,000 inciies of v?atcr f rcm th-^ Clarks Fork River, 
The land description of intended plr.ce of use vr:^ gp.ven as lands 
under ditch on theerst side of the Clerks Fork ^'^ivor between the 
town of Bridger rnd the ^cillov^^stono River, Lrtor this ditch was 
knov.i! as the Cl.-uics Fork Vilicy Irrig:-.tion Compar^y. 

The Mutual Ditch Company W'-^.s formed to acquire all the ri^ts, 
title and interest of the Ciarks Fork Valley Irrif?:.tion Comppn.7 -aiid 
the Jad: Creek Ditch Comp."jiy, The i^utual Ditch Comp^J'iy w.s incor- 
porated Jan. 10, 1930, for 40 yjars with a capital stock of 2,720 
slir.r>..s of a par value of O3O each, or w81,6C0. ^ho etock is divided 
into 2,070 shares of "3" stock and 65O shares of "A" stock. The 
preferred, or "A" stock, pays one-fourth of the expense for Liiproving 
and op^^r-tinj; of the ditch above the south Hunt Cr^ek flum^ and ono- 
fourtii of the ditch riders' expense. The coinmLon, or "B" stock, 
pays thrce-f iirth s of the o-Jipense above the Hunt Creek flaiE and 
all of the e:q.":cnse for iraprovinf^ and operation below the flum.o, 
Preferred sUickholders paid an assossrrjsnt of 31j!^ and co.'Xion stock- 
holders pr.id Sl'2,75 a share, or an average assessment of abait vl,85 
m acre. Of this amount, £0^ was for operation and maintenrrice and 
20/w for d^bt and service chcj.\^es. The indebtedness of the Company 
as of Oct. 19, 1943, vr,s |>2,400, The Cor.pany is ne^^gtiating v/ith 
the Faim Seciu^ity -^dininictration for a loam of v25,4'X'. Tiiis is a 
water facilities loan for rehabilitation and new construction under 
their system. As of Nov. 24, 1944, this loaji had not been made. 
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33 stockhcldcrs have farms under this s^-'^tem. Seventy inoKes of 
water are also supplied to a frirm operated by Hahert ^'cnn":mr>r = 
This water i-S frort the E, R. Merrill v'ater right or shock.. 

The h3.1r ditch 13 abcub 15 miles long and h a^ an ecjtLrr.ted 
capcnity cf 3;5f"-0 inches. The herd^r.t-j is of :;oncrete con^oruction 
and is in gccd roprir, Tho Coiwar-y also mr.int^.inf; a siphon o.er 
CottoraTood 'V'lek that is about 1,100 feet long aiid appa'oxinir.t:3l.7 /+• 
in diameter J of wood stave construction and is in p^ood repair, Tho 
Gomriar./ ; Iso maintains several, woodan fiiinEs and or^^ smr.llcr con- 
cr:jte sifhon- Thvj witer s :r'pl.y" is considered adequate if the ditch 
is kept free of silt and debris , 

T!to p.ltaoi'.de at 3ridger is 3,66Z|. feet, Otop a poriod of 21 
yorrsj tne r'vvrage ouai annual tom^ern'ture at bridg?r h?j been 45.2 
de^raes, -he temperature at Brid/'Or has avor'^goa ^^}.Ji. d/gre^s for 
that period f""n April 1 to Septan b^r 30 j and 23,7 degrees during 
JaixUar/ rnd ^■.-■Lr'uary.> 

The greater part of tho project is river bottom land, and the 
Lands vary f^r^at-ly as to soil charact.-^r, Ero^vn sandy loarns pre- 
doirdnate. 

In 1943 there rere 3,203.40 acres beijig irrigated under the 
Mutual Ditch, with r potential acreage under existing works of 
752oCC acres, or a maximum irri,gnblo acreage of 3,9!>5J;0 ; croH. 
■ T.'e rlso fcund 133 acres of secp3d l.?Jid . 

j^e-y; first Chance Ditch Company 

The area ser-red by the N-jw Filrst Chcncc Ditch Company is lo- 
crted about 2-J miles northwest of Sidgar, w'ach hcB m altitude of 
3)473 feet above sea level. 

In normal years the water supply is cor si dared "dequate, but in 
dry years there are abouc 400 acres under the ditch not rr-ceiving 
full supply. The r.:ain cimf.il. i^s r.bout 5 miles in length and tdcos 
viat-jr by gravity from Rock Creek in the TJI^JSE-I of Section 13, Tcivn- 
ship 4 South, -Range 22 East, on the south bankj it h.\s a mr:d.miiiii 
capacity of 2^000 inches, A reasuring weir is m^/ant :ined r^ :t the 
hepdg;te. The systcni servo 13 farmso In dry yorr.'j the Conpany buys 
Eupclumental r.^ater from the Hock Creek Users- Ai^sociation iirhieh is 
supplied by Coon.-y and Gr.-.riite -^-eservoirs. 

The Now First Cjj,:.ncc Ditch Co^ipany, also kncvn as the First 
Chrnce Ditch, w-s first incorporr bed in about 1?}92. The Gortpany 
vjr-s re-incorporated in 1919^ vdth. a capital stock of 10, COG shares 
of a par value of ,)1.,00 cr.chj or C10_,OlO. There are 10,000 shrres 
issued^ Origjnally one inch of water was allovred per acr^, but 
shartjs hc-v<. been transferred unLil no equal distribution of shares 
is on record. Tho Conprny hcs no Indebtodnjss, and v.'-luc their 
systcii; at sj/20,000. 0]>- ration and raintenrnce charges are 30fi an acre 
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The Company has the following decreed water rights, that were 
decreed Aug^. 21, 1903, and are listed under Case No. 27 5 in the 
Cait)on County C'^urt House at Red Lo.l^e: 

1,335 n1ner*s inches with a date of priority as of Nov. 18, 1892 
120 Ditto June 1,1893 

100 May 15, 1899 

150 " J'une 1,1899 

In 1943 there were 1,547.25 acres being irrigated under the 
systen with a potential acreage under existin^^ works of I3O.OO 
acres, or a naximium acreage of 1,677,25 acres. W^ also found 
40,00 acres of seeped land. 

Orchard Canal Company 
and 
E d^.ar Canal Extension of Oi-chard 

T^'O Orchard Project is located on the eaGt side of the Clerks 
Fork River, near the tovms of Bridger, Fr.-aberg and J^d^ur. ^ Tne 
project is served by the i^orthern -^''acific hallway and the Chicago 
Burlington and Q,uincy Railroad, and IT. G» Hi.^hway No, 310. T„e 
altitude at iildgar is 3,473 and at Brldger it is 3,6b4 feet. 

V/ater is taken by gravity in the SW^N^^/i of Section 27, Tuvm- 
ship 6 Houth, R;.nge 23 i^ast, from the Clarks Fork River on the 
east bank. The estinated capacity of the main canal is 8000 
miner's inches. The combined length of the 2 canals is about I6J 
miles, with nbout 5^ miles under the l^dgar extension, which starts 
in the SE^NSj-N'Vi, in Section 2, Township 5 South, Range 23 East. 
The principal works under the Oichard Canal are: 

One concrete hendgete having an original cost of v3,000 
A concrete dam across Clerks Fork River 5,000 

2 flumes around slough 2,700 each 

One concrete flume across Bluewater Oreek 3,000 

" " spillway where water is dropped 

into the Edgar Canal 2,500 

According to S.T.T.TcCall of iromberg, "Silbern W, Sybarger 
made the first anrrooria ti on of what is now the Orchard Canal on 
October 28, I898". T'lese rights were then trr.nsferred to the 
^Vrnngler I^itch Company on il^y 24 > 1902. ^t this tine the Wrangler 
Ditch filed on 5,000 niner^s inches of water. The ^'rchard Ci.nal 
Company was organized Anril 18^ 1910;> All water rights of the 
..rangier Citch were transferred to the Orchard Canal "Company. The 
Company was re-incorporated Kpril IS, 1930, for 40 years with a 
capital stock of 8,000 miner's inches of a par value of f'20 per 
inch. The Company was incorporated for v40^000. There have been 
5,407 inches issued. Of those, 1282 miner's inches of water are 
supplied to the Edgar Canal, The cost of water varies from 25 
to 50^ an acre. This cost includes charges for operation and 
maintenance. The Company had no indebtedness as of September 
19, 1943. 
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The topogrsphy is f£!,vora.ble for irri.;;ction T-vith a t;oncral slope 
to the river. The vater supply is considered adcquc.to, 

Tho rrincipal cirps are su^ar boots, becns r.nd small griins , 
Con3idori::ble breodin;; and snmo dairy stock are kept, Sone winter 
feeding of boof c^.ttle rsid shoep from adjacent rrnge l^ds is 
pr.'cticodB 

In 1943 tliero were 5,473,72 acres being irrigated, with a po- 
tential acreage of 917.50 acres, or a n;?^mur:i acreage of 6,391,22 
acros, under th.: Orchard rrojcct. Cf this amount there i;ere 
1,208,70 acras being irrigated under the Ed'^pr Canal, vdth a poten- 
ti£a acrca^^e of 496,50. \q found that therJ rre 234 acres of 
so3pud land on the entire project. 

Edyr Canal-Extension of Orchard Canal 

Thu Scl ar Canal v;as first constructed in 1918, with a capacity 
of 1,300 niner's inches. The Corapany was incorpcrrted in 1918, for 
40 years with a capital stock of 1,500 shoj-es of a par vaJ.ue of i„i5 
each, or v7,500, Tue purpose of the incorporation was to own, 
maintain and operate said irrigation ditch,- tMs ditch being r.n 
extension of the main ditch of the Orchard Canal, The first 'direc- 
tors were J. P, Van Hooso, C. P. Pajr-sons and H, H. i^lcHose, U^der 
this syston: assess/xnts are cqurl, re;>ardless of acreage, ^^sscss- 
monts are riiadc for construction of nevr works, but inost of the cost 
per acre is worked out by farmers under the ditch. An equal ar.iount 
of stock must bo ou-nod in the Orchard Canal for each share in the 
Ed^.r Canal. The Comppny serves 12 forms. The supply has been 
adequate. 

The main canra fclloivs the hillsides and, as a result, there 
have bv-en sone bad slides taking out parts of the ditch and le-Lvin;^ 
those users belew withrut T.r.tor. In 1943 a large flurx vjcnt out, 

but was repaired and now is in working: condition. In the spring of ^H 

1944 about 100' of main crnv.l slid on to the country road near , ^B 

Ed--ar as a result of a cloudburst in the adjoining hills. The ■ 

stockholders plan to eliminate this r^art of the canal, and are now 

negotiatin.- with the Frrm S:.curity A;-ljrdnidtrrtien to secure a loan _^^ 

of ...15,000 to construct a new ditch, which vrould require a cut of ^H 

some 30 ft. ^."hore th^ ditch is noc:r the bottom of the hills on ^1 

more levnl ground, it is silted in badly ajid requires frequent 1 

cleaning in order to supply adequate vjatcr. The Comi.aiiy had an in- 
debtedness of -^1,300 as of June 6, 1944, 

The Edgar Canal is an extension of the Orchrxd Caxial and, there- 
for.-, constitutes ail enlarscmont of the crigina.l ^'"rangier Ditch 
r^_>rropriation. 

On I^I-y 24, 1902, the Tr.-jiglcr Ditch ap^-^ropria.ted 5,000 rfdner' s 
inches of water from tl-ie Clr^ks Fcrk River, the point of diversion 
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beliig l,i+Gl feet distant in a northerly direction and 9C0 ft. di.s- 
tarit in an easterl/ direction fitim a remanent rucnument in tho ^:il 
of Section 27, Township 6 South, Ran^^,. 23 "E.st. The f iling v/as 
n-'ade Llry 31, 1902, Tiie purpose was for irrigation and for hir.'; tn 
consim,rs. The system was describtid as a dam arxi ditch, the d.itch 
to be 12 ■■ acrosa the bottcm, 16' acruss thj top and 3' deep, Tho 
lanu description of intended place of use wi.s described as lands in 
the Claris Fork Valley, on tho cast side of tho Clarks Fork River, 
extending nortJici'ly from the point of diversion to a smaH pilch .1n 
tho mlS''r.l of or;ction 2, Tovriship 5 South, Ran^^e 23 East. 

Notice of Appropriation is on file in, the Carbon County Court 
f'otise, Rod Lod.^e, Montana, in Book 3, pa^^e 68, in Notice of VJator 
Right Records. 

Orciiai'd Ditch Comi-;iny 

The area served by the Orchrrd Ditch Con^oany ic located in the 
Eluewater Creek Valley, scutheast of Fr.imber^, tho princij."! .-hip- 
ping point. Fromberg is served by the Northern Prcific Railway and 
tlu: Ciiica_r,'o, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, and U, 3, Highway 310. 
The altitude at Fromberg is 3, 53B ft, above s-xl If.vol, 

r.ater is diverted from Bluuwater Creek in thv; NE;^,Sii:^-S';;?; of Zoc- 
tion 5, Tovmship 6 fiouth. Range 2/+ Sast, the source r.f tlic water 
being Biu^water StTifigs. The ditch runs west for abr iib one ir.ilo on 
tJij north side of Blu/.-wator Creek, At this point it is siphorK.:d 
thrcu-h a 24" steel pip,j about on;-fcurth -f a mile long across 
Blucwater Creek to the scufch side. From this point the ditch ccjn- 
tinucs for about 4 miles in a westerly direction. 

The leading crops are beans, alfalfa and small grd.ns. Ci^nsid- 
erablo livestock is kept on nost farms. Some winter feeding is 
doijo. Topogr.-phy is very, fr-vor able for irri.g.-tion, r.iost land bein^-^ 
f'.irly level vdth a gentle slope. 

The Orchard Ditch Coiq^any was first incorporated April 22, I910. 
The Conyjany was re-incorpor.-ted April 22, 1930, for 40 ye.irs v,dtJ:i a 
cq.dtal stock of 6,000 units that is divided into 20 shares of a par 
value of |3G0 each, or v6,0C0, The indebtedness of fm Company was 
v700 as of^Sept, 19, 19A3. The average cost of T:at..r is r;bout 60^ 
an acre. .'Lech water user has separate ^.ater rights iij^lucvator 
Creek, and the C.-.r-pany ditch is i^ed as a ineans^of conveying this 
water to tlie users incorporated in the systeju. The holders' of 1900 
ri;.:hts, or ri.^):ts of alaturdate, are usually without water as it 
is very seldon that there is sufficient water for these late ri^'ht:-;. 
There are twe?..ve oxid '.no-thirH sliares of stodc issuud in the Com- 
pany. These are ov/ned by 7 farmers. 

In 1943 there were 551.00 acres irrigated under Orchard Ditch, 
with a potential acreage of 307.00 under existing w^.rks, or a mrxL- 
mu;:i irri^^ible acrerge of 858,00 acres, "'e also fourd 17 rcres of 
seeped land. 
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T]ie ]leas".nt Vrlley Cm.-:.! CompArv/ t-kes wrter by i^rr.vJty from 
Rock Croek, The point of diversion is iii the S\:lo\il. of Section 23, 
Townshir. 7 South, Range 20 East, on the e"st b;-;nk. From this point 
the canrJL ruiis iii a northe-.sterl^^ direction about 3^ milos to the 
\'J^SE^ of Section 12, or ?'horn it reaches Clear Greeks ^rom this 
point on it is k ovra as tine Jeffory Ditch. The Jeffery Ditch ^r--- 
tcnsion is about 3i miles long, Y!ater is also spilled into Cle'.r 
Creel*; and Elboi" Cret;;k, and is picked up rlong those 'creeks by users 
■who maintain thair ovm irrig.-.tion systems, but have stock Ui the 
Plcasfiit Valley Crnal Company, 

The project of the ^ lesent Valley Crnsl Company is locrted 
about 3 miles northeast of Rod Lodge, the pri.ncipal shipping point. 
The project is served by the ^iorth■Jrn Pacific Hrilway and U, S. Hi.jh- 
way No. 12, Shipping facU.lties nro a.lso available ct Fox, nhlch .is 
locn.tcd 2 milos north of the project. The oltitud."; at Fox is 5jO/i.6 
foot. The loading crops ^re hay, small grains r.ad pcfi, s. Consider- 
able numbers of livestock are kept on most fra-ms. Beef cnttlo and 
sh.eop predominate;, and raige on the cdjacent faotli.ills. The soils 
are moderately dark in color and v.'iry from a sandy 1-orm to a silty 
loam in tjxturo. The topography is rolling bench land. 

The rii;as"nt Valley Can.-^l CoLifani^ is incorporated for v20,UCX), 
There are 6,203 shares of stock in the Company'". Tjieso arc ov.TK-d by 
lu farja.-rs. As of December 15, 19'i.3, the Conp-'iny had an indcbtL-d- 
ness of 0600, I'ho average aist is ab-ut 50/ ^-^ acre, Tiic v/ater sup- 
[ly is considered adequate. 

In 1943 there were 2386,26 acres bui.og irrigated under the Plua,- 
srnt VaJ ley Irrig-tiun Systen, T,'ith a potential acreage uriier exist- 
ing ;vorks of /+57.00 acres, or a ma:d.mun irrigable acr.^age of -2843.26 
acres , 

Seepage is no problem as the project is vjell drained because of 
the rolling top..ogra;hy. On acc^-unt of frequent washouts r.nl ditch 
slltj.ng, the Com.pany has trc'ublu ia supplying sufficient water to 
its v;ater users during the peak of the irrigation F.ci\sL'n, 

The Company has the follovdn^.; decreed water ri ;^,:-ri; 

h-h-O jiiiner's inches with a dnte of priority as of "^uly k, 1893 

56C' Ditto Jiuie 21,1894 

770 " Juno 21,1895 

125 " Aug, 10,1896 

The foj.lowing j:oa!nple is used as an illustration to shov; hov; 
some of tlio w^.ter riglits in the I^leasmt Val.ley Canal Coj-ipany are 
served: The ^oyning Bi'-others have 25 sh;_)i'es of stock in f.ie Com- 
pany, ^n crder to get water to their Injid it r^uis thrcugh the 
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Pl,..3..pt VUcy C:^.ol to Clc- r Creek, fror. this point thru the 
f'^^n^^fto Elbow Cr.ck, r^rt then domi ^Ibovr -ro.k to where 
^^Is^ive^teJ int. the ^■^™;t^;:;:^?^;7:^:,f ^;<^S::«e of 

"' ' '-(■"""J ". V--I i,,,r P'^n-lei viiich "-TO cnns.iQcri-a as cne 



systja. 



VloT.f'nt Valley Pitdi 

T),e Plo-srnt V'Hey Ditch t'kas wr.tor by grr.vity on the o^st 
b.J ? Rod td'e'croel in the SEiSVI^. of Section 6, T-nsiap 6 
Soath R■^npo 20 Ecst. The ditch is -.bout 2i rales long. ^h. ditch 
ends in the ^..Ja<i of Section 30, Township 5 South, Rrn,.!e 20 E.st, 
^•iiGro it spills into tiie Cho.rm.in Ditch. 

Mrs, Thurston ^. Do.,1, rife of .no of ^ho ori^nal .groprl.- 
t^r^ OTitus "This f'TT.ni on water resourcis is r thcr diilicui- 
for ;« t fUl out, as a water ri*t suit m 1901 resulted m 
chrn'ed dr.tos of 0^ d-to of priority by Judge Henry Our wa er 
ri^ht ms recorded in Billings, Yellowstone County, ^ 1^92 .nd 

but in'; r.:,co.rded as such. The Present o.mers -^ -'^-^^•-^ ^• 
Deuel, widow of T. E. Deuel; J. T. Fc-llj, ^'•^=="f/ "^3^=°' ^' ,3. 
sLvcnson; and .-rs. Jennie Hye,-., widow of Jnr.3s Hycm, ^r., suecos 

sor of Edwrd Olcett, and W.rtin Loftus, f.-=<=--t,?,' '/l f e! 
The nui-nber of inches of water decreed on l.ay 15,1'^^ii, "-• /• J 

to Carbon and is on record in Book 1, page 611, of ^^gter Ri*t Lo 

Sdt'rdOlcoU and Patrick V.Vlsh, en Decoder 13, l^^^, appropriated 
^nd filed . n 1,800 inches of water to bo taten by ^:ra^aty fi^m Red 
£od4 C^eok o^ the east b.^k. The point of '^ -^^-^^ Jl^^^ 
a point about cne-fourth of a rile below ^^ j:^:^'"" jf ^^^"^ 
of sold croak and bninj; an unsurveyed piece of 1. .-1, ,.t pre^en^ 
cLl-d byl.:rs. liobson; thence, running or to ^n upon desoribed 
: t^d The puiT'Ose v;o.s foi domestic and irrio-tion us.s . T.t .y.- 
tet was described as a ditch 84" by 20" in oi^e, and tc carry ISoO 
inches of watt,r from s:dd stre-j.i. 

I,, 1%3 there were 232.90 acres being irrigated under the Plea- 
sant ^^ity D^tch, with ,:otentica acreage '^"dcr existiu, wks of 
183.30 acres, or a nojd.mun irri;;ab].e acreage of 416.20 acr>,o. 

Fowe r o Dit ch 

Tho erof:. served hy the lowers Ditch is lrc|;ted p.b-it 3 miles 
northwest cf Red Lod.t^e, the county sen.t of C.rbon County. 
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IVatei:* is diverted by gravity frr-ni the Vr^^t Fork of Rock Creek 
in the tJE^NE-J of Secticn 12^ Tovvnshir 8 South, Eaiif^ 19 Er.st* 

Tho Pwers Ditch is ,'t. privr.tely ovmed system about 10 miles 
long. Tho estimated capr.city is 600 inches. The entire ditch has 
not becrl in use for the l-?.sb 2 j^^ars, becnuso part of it is full of 
silt and cut rff by slides in mr,ny pL-^-ces, V.'hen the main ditch was 
constructed J the contr::ct called for a ditch 5 ft. deep. Coulees 
end sni.'^ll creeks are clso used to cariy vjater, ^'^r, ^^cvjers said 
that when he v/as crnstructing the ditch and cane to a ridge he 
ploTrcd three furrows and let the water follow ani form its ovm 
ditch vdth tiie frll of the l^'^nd. 

As the ditch runs along the sides of the hills and mountains, 
considerable soepace has resulted from the ditch Vv'hen it is in use, 

water is cut off about July 1, so that only about 30^ of the 
needed water is available. It has been Gstim.atcd th?t an addition- 
al 175 acre feet ■ f water would be required to irrigate all of the 
potential lend under the system. The shr.rta.'re is due to the ear- 
lier water ri^iits n the '..est Fork of Rock Creek. Tl'ic cost of water 
per li»rig.-ted acre is about te.OO* 

The following water ri/^ts were decreed to the Powers Ditch* 
314 inches decreed to Ann Pov:ers with a date of priority as of July 
6, 1898; 20A inches decreed to Maurice Powers v;ibh a date of prior- 
ity as of July 6, 1898; and 450 inches decreed to KauricG Powers 
with a drte t-f priority as of November 11, 1901» 

The maKinum irritable area under the ditch has been estimated 
at 675 acres. Inl943 there vrere 190 acres being irrigated. On the 
twc farms irrigated there is 2. potential acreage of 329 acres* 

t^ryde Ditch Company 

The ai*e^. Served by the Pryde Ditch Compa.ny is located on the 
bench north of Red Lodf^e* The water is diverted by gravity from 
th c north bank of the "i'-est Fork of Rock Creek in the N'uiS'":^ of Sec- 
ticn 4, Township 8 South, ^ange 20 li^ast, 

The Pryde Ditch Company vjas first orgnnized by Edward Burns, 
Geo. Pryde, Vrn^ Pryde, and i'm. McLilliam. On May 19, 1Q93, they 
expropriated 2,000 inches of ^^ater from the ^-est Fork of ^ocky Fork 
Creek (new colled Rock Cre^k). Tl:c filin,^J wo.s made on I^^ay 23, 1893. 
'^he point of diversion was about three-fourths of a mile above the 
mcuth of said wcst Fork Creek, and about 100 ft, belcw the headgate 
of the John L. L'aryctt Dltcli, being ::n the north bank of the said 
strepjri. The purpose was for irrigrticn. The system was deacribcd 
as a ditch 24" in depth by 90" wide, wh.rch carries 2,000 inches of 
water. The place of intended use was described as lands in Suctions 
9, 10, 15, 16, ?jid 22, in T.-wnship 7 South^ ^rngc 20 Ji^ast, and espe- 
cially i.n the g^i of Section I5, the »i of Section 10, and the NEJ 
and Ej of W.'.i of Section 22. 
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The Pryde Ditch is p.bout 8 niles in len/rth and runs in p. north- 
erly dirccti n. The c.-pt-.oity .f the ditcli is 2,5CO inches. Tho 
Cr.n, any vr-s incorprrr.tod December 12, 1910, fcr liO ycr rs, Thorc 
STO 2,075 shares in the Cciapc'iny having o. j.vir valuo of ^Z^^O each; 
1,985 sharos havo boon issued. There- arc 10 stockh-'ldcrs who have 
farn-s under the- system , Seven r,f thjse have decreed water rl/rhts. 
Dan ^avis wns 100 shca:*es :^f stock, but has only 10 inches of "de- 
creed water, the balance bein^ undccreod a^ of 1901 filing, John 
Cornelio arid the Kent Brothers have undecreed v/atur vdth no recorded 
fllin-;;. -Each user under tht sysbt^ has his ovm water ri.:j'it, Tho 
Cnmrany has 1,60A inches ^rf decreed vratcr and 275 inches cf un- 
dccreud water. The Crm].\-iiy also has 450 acre feet of stored water 
in Caacier Reservoir that is purchaj^^ed fr-m the Rr:ck Creek VvVter 
Users' ^Assooiati, n. The cost of water under this system is almost 
n^.-^li^ible avera.^iing ab ut 10/i an acre. The suj^ly is adequate, 
except in cxtrv^moly dry years, 

'^oi-c.px'phy is bench l?nd moderately rolling to sjii-/-.th, and the 
farminf? land is largu-ly a sandy loam wi.th occasional -utcrcrps of 
gr.-vel. The annual :reciritation is about 20 inchon. The princi- 
pal crops are oats, wheat, bai-ley, fl.-x and hay. Barley, oats and 
hay arc fed prima.rily to beef cattle and sheep which are kent en 
most farms. 

In 19A3 t there were 590.00 acres beinc^ irri.r^ated under the 
Piyde Ditch and 1,020.00 acres under the Dr'-^er^ Ditch, which is on 
extension of tlie Iryde and is -wmd by thu Dr-per Brothers who have 
stock in the Pryde Ditch for the water they receivo on their farm; 
er a total of 1,610,00 acres under the rrydc-Dr:;er s.vstem, V/e 
also founri 45 acres of potential land unler existin.- works and 25 
acres of seeped land. 

Rod Lnd;-^e-^^n5ebud Irri.'^aticn Distid.ct 

In atcut 1900 J. p, i;.jast startud construcbi.n of a ditch 12* 
wide on the bottom with a 1 to 1 slope, fr-ja the Erst Rosebud River. 
He went broke in his endeavor, with only j art of the ditdi being 
constructed. He then received financial aid from ivir, Piilsbuiy 'of 
tl-ie 1-illsbury Flour C -q- any of i^dnneapolis, liinnesota„ Tho two men 
ccnstmctod 12 milos of the d.itch . From ab-^ut 1902 tn 1919 the 
ditch lo.y idle and was never usv.d for irrii;ati-n. Sore water was 
turned into the ditch, as thcyth-urht this would hel> h.ld their 
water rir^ht, Tho yorr 1919 was a very diy yc-r, ard most of the 
farmers in the area were burned out. Rememberin? the 12 miles -.f 
ditch that were constimcted by Pillsbury and 'Voast, the farmers in 
tlie area cr-.-uiized the Red Lod.f^oHosebud Irrigation District -e^ in- 
surojicc against rei-.eatinr- dry years that mlj;ht occur- 

The first steps t- organic a district were taken by a rroup of 
fajr^Tiers, ^Uth the help of the U. S. National Boi± of Red Lod-e, they 
bought anc-jtion an the Pills bury-Voast Ditch. This hicludud' all 
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water rights. They also irade a subsequent filing on the East Rose- 
bud River. This group fJ.so made a prbliiiiin;.ry survey of the area 
and presented it to the Public Service Commission for approval. 
David I^oy made the report ai'id was engineer for same. The public 
survice cominission endorsed the report and reported the proposed 
pro.i.::ct as feasible. Fred i^. Buck, noiv State^^-^n^ineor, was Chief 
En^iriiLcr for the Public Service Coi;miL:sion. The farni^rs then se- 
cur.-d 515? of tho land-owncrn in the area to agree to the project. 
After this wrs completed, non-signers were given 30 ds'-ys in which 
to content. Some landholders contested and presented sufficient 
evidence to the court that thoy vjere not included in tho district. 
As a result of havn.ng 51>= of the landholders' signatures, .?I1 those 
that did not contest wore automctically included into tho district. 
As a result then were 111 landholders included. 

The district wr^s now orgp.nized and bonds v:erc offered for sale. 
The originaJ. bond isr^ue w:-s for ^418,000, Tho total area of the 
prr jcct Yms 22,000 acres vdth 9,756 acres classified as irrigable. 
Th/bonds wore sold to I-ync ribber and Comfv-.ny of Boston for 86^ on 
a dollrr. The ongJneer's estirrkato to construct the ncccss.-ry irri- 
gation works was ^216,000. This money w-.ls laid out for tho con- 
tractor with a v75jOOO reserve fund to cover costs for a 3-y'3ar 
period before rxiy assessments were to bo made, J. 3, Hrley of 
Boztman was tho contractor. He worked tho job until the. money g.".ve 
nut. About 75% of tho system as planned wrs completed, ^s the 
ditches were dug vdth terms and slips, m:.ny of the farmers supplied 
hay, oats nnd equipment to help construction for which they were 
never paid. The f-nrijrs nci^r call this event their- first thorn. 
After Haloy left, additional work had to be done in order to finish 
the job and put it in m operative condition. 

lifter the 3 ye^rs passed, the first assessment rnade was for 50;!f 
an acre. Assessm-cnts bocnme hi?^hcr each y.-:r untH thoy reached 
^4,80 rn aero. At this ^^oint tho farmers turned dovjn tho .assess- 
ment, ;;nd r^fuGod to pcy my more levies on tho grounds that they were 
too high for the productivity of tho land. 

So th.:; financi.'l history of th^ distil ct has not been too 
bri;.:ht. A tct-d of ■;^413,000 worth of bonds were sold, none of which 
have been paid, Inteiv.st on these bonds has been in default since 
July 1, 1927, There is also a w.-rjrrant indebtedness-, of nearly 
$22',000 against tho district. Based en. the original 9,758 acres 
classified as irrigable, this is rn indebtccboss of approximately 
e45 an acre. The arer for the greater pert bec-me tax delinquent, 
nid th-. district deteriorated until the system, gave out inl942, 
causing the f rri:£rs to go back to dry land f arirdn;% Tn April, 1932, 
the county took tax title to 7,302.87 acres in the district. No 
taxes have boon p-dd on this Irnd since th.-t tlTii; . On Llarch 15, 
19A4, Carbon County offered the Land held by the County for sale. 
Nc land vrrs sold, and as a result the C':-unty is now leasing the Irnd 
to the farmers -m tho district. Inform^-ti ,.n as to the w.ter ri,r-hts 
for th'^ district is not too cl^rr. As ne^r as wo cculd find out. 
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the district adc^uired an equity by contrrct in 10,000 inches of 
water from the ^ast Rosebud River from the old Rosebud irrigation 
Coi!ipanyj rnd ^bout 12 miles of ditch th^t h?"xi been constructed for 
$27jOOO, and the right of the Rud Lod.^te- Rosebud Ditch Company. 

On June 7, 1902, Jacob V, '"east, V.'illirm "east and ^rank ^"east 
filed a Not:.ce of Appropriation for 10,000 inches of water to be 
trlxn from the ^ast Hos'jbud River. Together they formed the Rose- 
bud irrigation Company. The Conppiiy v;rs incorporated for 35,000 
shares of a jar value of ^Jl.OO each. They v;ent broke in their 
endeavor to complete the ditch, cjid receivod financial aid from *'ir, 
Fillsbury. He later acqu5.red the rif-hts of the Compo.ny, These 
ri,:;hts w;re later purch'sed by V'illirm Lrrkin, Fi'esidcnt of the 
United 3tat...-s National Bank of '^-od Lodg^;, for the ^ed Lodge-Rosebud 
Irrigation District. On July 8, 1919, '. illiom Larkin, J, R, Hutton, 
Uillard 'i-wy, R. I', /'-.rch, Hugh Scillcy, Harry Edwards and John J. 
Hrsh ircorporatud together to form the R^d Lodge-Rosebud ^^itch Com- 
pany. The capit-^l stock of srid Gor;KJrrtiGn v;as wi+0,000, divided 
into /f0,0G0 sh-res having a par value of ^1,00 eojch. The terra for 
which s.d.d corporation v^as organized rnd was to exist was for UO 
ye-rs* This Company filed on 15,000 miner's inches of vatcr to be 
taken from the E-st Rosebud River about 2j miles north of the Sdji 
Ford Bridge, v/hich is about 3 miles south of the Roscoe Post Office. 
The purpose ws for domestic mech'.nical, irrigrticn, etc. These 
rights wore l.-tcr transferred to the district. 

The Red Lodgo-Roscbud -^rrii^aticn District was incorrorated Aug. 
10, 1920, .and dd.vidod into 3 divisions. The court ordered, adjudged, 
and decreed that the following n--^r;ied persons be rnd are hereby ap- 
pointed comi'dss loners: for District One - John A. Fiveland; Dis- 
trict Tvio - Harry S-dviards; and John J. Hrsh for District Three, 
Louis J. Hycm of Luther v^'s secretrry. Plans were then made to 
construct 154 miles of addition'^-l ditch and laterrls pt a cost of 
about s,^45 per acre for the lanis in the district. 

On 'i^.V 22, 1922, the Public Service Corar-^ission of the State of 
Lontana made a final report aprroving the plan of reclamation of 
th^:. district. Stock to the v"luu of vi+18,000 v.'as to be Issued .ind 
sold for the purpose of providing funds for the necessary iiriga- 
tion crnals rnd works, including drainage end acquiring, p'roperty 
rights, etc. '^here were 418 bonds of a value of Ol,000 each. The 
first 20 were to mr.ture Jnnurry 1, 1929, and thereafter 20 would 
mature on January 1 of each year until the last ycjc.T, 38 bonds would 
mature on the Irst year, that being en Janur.ry 1, 1949. ^cnds were 
to berr interest at a rate of 6% per annum from date thereof until 
paid. 

The main crnal from its source to Butcher Creek is about 12 
miles long. Frcm the E.-st Rosebud River to Red Lodge Creek there 
are about 20 miles of canal. Laterals L .and K arc .-^bout 10 miles 
long, rjnd laterals S and rre about 8 miles long with abj ut 20 
miles of miscellaneous laterals. The hcp.dgatc is in need of 
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rapd.r, as pr.rt of the spillv/py and apron are gone. ^1-1^^3 is one 
tiimiol about 100' long thr.t Js in fcir condition, ^his tuxinel is 
tjiru r: lijiiGstonc formation and has to be cle^'Jiod ovory ycrj* or so 
vrf:ien it is in or'"^rcition. Along the uji'per part of the c?',nr,l the 
district has sono trouble v/ith spring run-offs, causing slide?;. 

Siphon niunbcr one, over Cottonwood Croek, is a vrood stave si- 
phon about 1,300' lon^:, being 5' in dipjnetor. This siphon rent out 
in the s'Tinf^ of 19^il, and since it controls most of the witcr for 
tho district, there has been no irrifration since that time, "^'tie 
only irri.^r.tion that could bo done in the present state is thru lat- 
erals K and 1 vrliich divi^rt above the si-rhon. ^' ccnci-eto flumj that 
crosses " st Butcher Creek needs a n-w floor, but coul.d be used in 
its present condition. This fliini: is about 50' by 12', 

Siphon number tvjo, whi.ch crosses the mi-dn Butcher Creek, is 
rbout .1,500' long and 5' in diameti.-r, and is in need of repair. 
Tills siphon needs about BO' of nevr wood staves and new pillars, 
which averag'. from 2 to 6' in length and nmnbcr 120, These pillars 
are made of jf'cli pine logs. About a quarter of a Piilo below siphon 
number tvCj th-. main c^na] crosses a paring whicli causes the ditch 
to fill with silt. This portion of the ditch needs repair and a 
drainage -^ipo to h=indle the spring w?-.tcr. About hplf a mile frorn 
siphon number tv.'o is the Dell Cut which passes thru the Dell ^piich, 
iX this point the ditch silts in badly, caused by erosion from near 
by ste.^p hills, Tlio district also' has to iraintain flumes fcr tvro 
privrte ditches in the Dell Cut. 

Siphon niimbo-r throe, over Volncy Cre^k, is 3' in diamfetcr and 
is aboiib 2,0C0' long. This siphon needs about 6C0' of new staves. 
For "bout 2 ;.iiles below this si'hon the d.1tch is on a slow grade 
and is badly silted. last this point water is spilled into Red 
Lodge Creek to supply users who tdtc v.-ater rut of thr.t creek. 
Across Red Lodge Crock there is a steel flume about 5' in diameter 
rnd 36' long. Tliis f luire carried water to U users across Red Lodge 
Creek, but is now abrindonod and has been plo^«'od up in vlaces. This 
prea has a potential acr^.-^'go of 2,800 r-cres which v;ould require the 
const ruction of a nevj ditch. 

On L,'>ternl K, there Iet one drop of 3C0' into CottoniTOod Oulch, 
The stilling box at t)ic end of the drop is gone and rould have to 
be rebiiilt before nt coald be used, l.atur is dropped into Cotton- 
wood Gulch, and after flawing dw/n the gulch for r.bout 1 mile is 
]-icked up agai.n. This lateral Is silted badly^ There is rJ.so a 
flmnc on lator^il K about 25K)' long of all mct^l oonstruction. 
There is also a short dro]-' into Dry Volney Ore k. V-^tor from this 
drof' is pi.cked uf by farms dovTi the creek. Frcm lateral K ,"t Dry 
Volncy Croek, VT-tor is diverted into L^'teral L and K-11 south, 
Lat^r.^1 1 is about 6 niilos long, ^iid K-li south rbout 5 miles long, 
Ditdies have a 4' bottom. On K-11 south tijore is a mct.^1 flume 
about 200' long, across Dry Volncy Creek, that nr.cds repair. 
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Drop nuTiiber two into Butcher Creek: This drop is .".bout 250' 
long and is ccnstructed of rock nnd concroto, '^he stilling box at 
the bottnn of thi; drop needs rcpr>,lr, V^itcr is t"ken from stilling 
box b.7 mcr.ns of a flume 5' rcross the top and 36* long across But- 
cher Creek, Srmo water is spilled into Butcher Creek for users 
dov:n the creek. 

Lateral starts rt the mouth of Dell Cut and is about 2 miles 
long. It is in good condition and iias r. drpp of lOO' into a tribu- 
tary of Volney Creek. An extension of lateral l^as 5 users psid is 
about 12 miles long. This later"! has one m.etrl flums to maintain 
gr:dc across a saddle which is of metal construction. This flame 
is about 5' in di.^jnetcr, 12' high and 150^ long. The flume needs 
repair and the lateral needs cleaning, 

Lrteral ^ is an 8' on the bottom ditch, and is in good condi- 
tion. It has one metal flume across a srddlo in a ridge 297' long 
and 5' in dianrter. The flume needs repair and new pillars. This 
latcrpl has another flurac across a srddle of about the same size 
that is in fair condition. . 

The district is located 'bout 6 milcsncrthv.'ost of ^d Lodge, 
wtiich is the principal shipping point. The rJ-titudc is a.bout 5IOO 
feet. The to'-iogrcphy is rough and rolling, making irrigation very 
d:.fficult in mrny places. The average grcwing season is "bout 89 
days. Killing frosts may be expected .about June 8 in the spring, 
and about Suptomber 5 in the fall. The soil is a d.rTk loam and is 
very productive , Because of the topography of the area, drainage 
has not been a problem. Only rbout l^OCO acres of the original 
pro.j.jct viere ever irrigrted in any one ye.--.r. t'lans wore made to 
refinance the district, and reduce the irrigable .icrer ge to 5,500 
acres, and to hrve the bondholders v^ite off a sufficient amount to 
make payment of the refunding bonds coran-.ensur'-te with the income 
prcducing productiveness cf the land. Thcs'.; plans never materialized. 

Following ore the views of I'.r. '..'ocd, of the law firm of V.ood and 
Cook of Billings, who represents 75% of the bondholders, "The 
bonds are a general obligotion bend and are a lien on the land in 
the district. The bonds were bou^t in good faith and sold in good 
frith. These bonds v.'ere sold all over the country, not only to 
land-cwnors. Good engineers were employed en the project. The 
land in the district is not of sufficient prcductivity to pay off 
bond levies. In 1937 the bcndholdors tried to file bankruptcy and 
settle for 25^ on the dollar, but to no avail." 

These are the views of Robert C. Stong, a lawyer in BiJ lings, 
and former judge who adjudicated water in Carbon County: "The dis- 
trict- was licked frr:m the start, as the amount of money borrowed 
and assessments to be made were more than the land could stand. 
People in the area have no interest in theproject. I think it 
would bo better to lot thj arer go back to dry land as the soils 
with short grov.'ing saason are not productive enough to support a 
project of this kind," 



-63- 



Alex Bo.P:gin, one of the cnnr.ij,si.. ners for the district, be- 
lieves the :^ro.ioct should be cut down in size and c.-:Lnals put in 
order as thoy need the v:p.tar ?.s an insurance r.gninst dry years. 

As the district boundrry nr^w strinds, there r-.iK^ S, 480,27 acres 
cl.-^ssified as Irrigrble. This inforr^-ticn is frr-m county, district 
and individual farm records. 

This district is locrt-^d in Carbon County and lies about 6 
niies northv/Gst cf ^od Lod.;;::., the county seat. ^ branch line r.f 
the North';rn Pacific f^ailway c.^nnccts Rod Lodge with the main line 
at Laurel, Surfaced hi'^hways jr^ako this district readily accessible 
by auto, Billings is only 50 miles distont, 

Kiv^rvicY; Ditch Corr-any 

The Rivervicw prcjoct is located 1^ miles south of ^clfry, on 
the o"st side of the CLarks Fcrk Rivor. Venter is t-ken by gravity 
in the; NEj-SE-iNEi of Section U, township 9 south, range 22 erst. 

v.'hrt is noiv knovm as the Rivervierr Ditch C mp.-^Jiy was first or- 
^anizod by C. H* VJilliams, John Kinnick, V.illirm oniith and G, B, 
t.'hittingtc-n» On -'xcl^il, 1896, they filed arri app^ropriated 800 
inches of water to be taken by gravity frcm the Clarks Fork River, 
■* ator was to be taken at a point at thehead of an island locted in 
the N^NEj of Socti'-,n 4, Townshir 9 South, Range 22 East, on the 
oast bank. The ruricse was for irrig-tion, dor.estic and r-,f^ricul- 
turrl uses. The system was described as a ditch 72 by 12 in size 
v;hich carries 800 inches of water. The ditch was to extend fro.m 
the point of diversir-u t: the northeast corner of Sectic^n 23, the 
HiS\-'i, SEilT'l, S\-'^iNEi, NiN^;V-i- of Section 27, the ^-^SEf of Sccti-n 
22, the W^S^-Vj, NEjSVfi, and the Wjl^J in Secti. n 23, ■-■H in Township 
8 south, Hrngc 22 East, 

The m.ain crnal is rbout 3 iiilos lon.f^ and has an estimated capa- 
city of 1,000 inches. The Riverview Ditch Company was organized 
Aug, 21, 1943, t'^ succeed the Riverviow Canal Comipany, wiiich was 
orgonizcd in 1896, All watep^ights of the Riverview Canal Company 
v/crc transferred to the Riverview Ditch Company. Th.^ Company was 
incor]:'- rated with a capital stock of 1,000 shares o^f a ppx value of 
OlO each, or vl0,0''.0. All sliares are issued. Thu Company has no 
indebtedness. There are 6 water users on the pro.icct. 

Agriculture is highly developed and the system of farming is 
well established. Beans, wh^i^.t, oats, sugar beets, corn and pota- 
toes are the loading cash crops, Alfalfo is raised on all farms 
and is us>.d for viinter feeding of cattle pnd sheep. Some livestock 
is kept on ell farms. 

At the present tojic the ditch needs cleaning. The Cnmprr.y 
pla.ns to ccnstruct a ncv; wing dam in the f.oLl of 1944 to insure 
ample ^vator for irrigation. 
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In 1943 there were 756.00 acres cf irrigated land undjr the 
system, with .-> f.otentl"! acre.-^.ge of l/tO.CO rcres under existing 
works, or r. maximum irri0?.blG r.crcnf^o nf 896,00 r.crus, Tp^c project 
is not troubled vdth seepage. 

Rock Creek-Clear Creek Ditch Cofrr;'r.ny 

TJhat is now known as the Reck Cruek-Cloar Creek Ditch Company 
was first or^.nized .-s the Rocky Fork and /akali Ditch Conrany, 
This Comrany apprcFriatod 5,000 inches of water from Reeky Fork 
Creek on October 3, 1892, (R.-cky Fork Creek n>yff called Rock Creek). 
X The Notice of Apprcpriati.-n was filed on October 8, 1392, in 1-prk 

County, The point of diversion was about 40 rods south of the 
n.Tth line of Section 9, Township 8 South, R,^ngc 20 -i^ast, en the 
ovst barJ^ of the stre?jn ncyi called R:..ck Creek. The purpose was for 
irrigrticn, T^e systeia was described as a ditch 120" wide by 40" 
dec;-, which carries 5,000 inches of vater. The description of in- 
tended place nf use was given as lands lying between R'^cky Fork 
Creek and Alkali Creek, especially Sections 1, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23 
and 24 in 7 South, 20 ^ast, and Sections 6, 7, IS, and 19 in Town- 
ship 7 Southj P"-nge 21 Blast, Notice of A-^propriaticns is on file 
in the Carbon C-unty d urt House In Bock 2, Page 55, e^f '."ater Right 
Records, 

The Rocky Fork c'-nd Alkcai Ditch w-s developed by farmers who 
cnstinicted some of the ditch each year and were issut^d stock in 
payment for w-^rk, This plan did not "rove succossfol and was later 
changed, and the ditch was placed on a cash bosis. In I916 the 
Company was incorixjititcd frr 40 years as the Rock Creek-Clear Creek 
Ditch Ccmpr'jTy. The C':mi-any v;as inccrpor-^.ted vdth 50 sho.res of stock 
of a par vr.lue cf ^^1,000 each, or v50,000, aU shares arc issued. 
The cost of water ,-er irritrated rcro averages about 50;^; of this 
araount 82% is for opcratim and maintenance and 18/^ f^r debt and 
service chvTf^es, The operation charges for the entire system avcr- 
■ age nh:-Jit vl,500 a ye.-r. As of J?n. 6, 1944, thie Ccn^-o/i^r had an 
indebtedness of <n'4,200. 

The Rock Creek-Cler.r Creek Ditch is the first system of an^^ im- 
portance to divert water frr:m Rock Creek. The no.in c-nal system is 
about 12 miles in length and has a caprcity of 5,500 inches, Tater 
is t^ken by gravity in the NS-JSVli of Section 9, Tewnship 8 South, 
Range 20 K,-st, fr^m Rock Cre.,k, From this p:int it is carried 
about 3 miles to the top ,■ f the bench west '^f ^cd Lod-^e, The first 
lateral is in the SV/JS".'^ ■ f Sectirn 26, Township 7 South, Ran^e 20 
East, wi-dch is siphoned under the u'ashoe-Berr Creek Read, About J 
mile east of this point another lateral cuts out and spills into a 
coulee, then runs into Beor Creok, rhich is used as a crnrl to carry 
water fcr the users in tiie Bear Creek Bottom. The last' ditch en 
Bear Creek to use -ts-^ck Cr^ek water is the Highrjn Ditch, which irri- 
gates the Hl;3ham Innd north and south of Belfry intiio Clarks F^rk 
_Valley, In the 3^51^}; of Section 26, Township 7 South, Range 20 
iifist, the Conp.ony has had trouble with the ditch washing a dee;- cut 



whore tho writer is spilled over c. hillside, ^his wator then runs^ 
t" the SViSl'.l: of Section 2/j., where the Coiirc.ny h.-^.s ,i concrete divi- 
ding box and the v.ator is divided into U ditches. Ditches frcin 
this point spill into Nolton Creek, Dry Creek r.nd Elbow Crmk^ 
Vater is then picked up b/ vcj-lous usors fr^^m these creeks which 
are- used as canals. The l-^st ditch on Dry ^rock, called the Jov. 
Kuchinski Ditch, irrigrites land in Township 7 ^Mith, Range 22 Erst, 
which is in the Clrrks Fork Basin, J mile nrrth of the CLorics Fork 
River, i atcr is also supplied to the East Side Ditch Compojiyj rji 
incorron-'.tod ditch with 5 users. This Company buys water fr:m the 
R^ck Creek-Cl^ar. Greek ^itch Company, and thenissues stock to the 
users under its system. 

The ^ast Side Ditch Company \:?.s :iic or pr rated in 1925, for ^0 
years, ■'■■dth a capital stock of 8 shares of a par value of C'300 each 
o.r v2,ivG0. ^he point of diversion is in the SE-Jff."'^; of oectirn 24, 
Township 7 ^outh. Range 20 East, where water is taken from the Rock 
Cpeek-Clear Creek ^itch. The cost of water i^r irri,^ated ocre 
averaged 'bout vl.OO, this oncunb being for/irerati-n and maintenance. 
The Com- any has m- indebtedness. Tlie crpacity of the Coirfian,y's 
ditch is estimated to be 800 inches rnd tlic ditch is approximately 
8 miles lonf> The sufply is considered adequate, The principal 
crops rve alfalfa and small groins, Sxc.e livestock is kept on most 
of the forms. The soil types arc a mixture of hervy gumb-j, grovel 
and srjid^^ loam. The topogrophy varies frr^m hills to river bottom 
land., 

-ater is supplied also to the O'Connor Ditch located rlong Dry 
Creek and comprised of 4 users, and the Crow Ditch along Nolton 
Creek with 9 users. The O'Connor, Ohio Oil Compan;/- and the Shupack 
Rosorvrdrs arc ?lso su'^plicd by the Rock Creek-Clear Creek Ditch 
Company. As ^ne frrmer put Iti "water is spread all over the 
country from ^ed Ledge to Belfry", All users must have stock in 
the Rock Creek-Clear Creek Ditch Oomrany, which only maintains its 
nriginnl system, v/hich has abr ut 12 irdles cf mo in cm^.l including 
both forks. There are times .'n the spring when the Rock Cre(,-k- 
Cleor Creek Ditch r-n the bench er.st of Red L-dge, and with an alti- 
tude of nearly 6,000 feet, is full of snow -md. ice, depriving the 
water users ^aong tiie Clr.rks Fork in the Belfry area, with an alti- 
tude of 3,740 feet, of needed irrigati n water. The frost-free 
season at Red Lodge overage 97 days, while ot Belfry the averoge is 
about 122 doys. 

In 1943 there wore 4,520.00 acres being irrigated under the Rock 
Creek-Clear Creek Ditch systein, with a p^tentiol acreage under ex- 
isting v;orks of 1,542,00 acres, or a mrximum irrigoble acreage of 
6,062,00 acres, T.e found also 89 acres of seeped land. These 
figures include all lateral or extension ditches. 

The follovring decreed water rights were decreed to the Rocky 
Fork and ^Ikali Ditch Gomi^any that is now known as the n>:ck Creck- 
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CI:. ;ir Creek IJitch Company: 

2,364 inches vdth n d'.to of prl.Tit/ o.s --f Oct. 3, 1G92 

750 Ditto ^'u]:e 1, lfi95 

750 " '^une 1, 1896 

1,136 " Juni3 1, 1897 

R'..cl;y PoL-^t Ditch C r^ r-pany 

The Irnd v/hich is irri^-^tcd by the R-cky I"oint Ditch Comp.'\ny is 
locr.tod 2j miles scuth of Belfry rn the ^o^t side ".f thu Glr.rks 
Fork River. 

"r.ter is t.icen by gr.^vity in the SV'isyJt nf Section B, Township 
9 Southj R£in{?3 22 E.-^.st. The rrj'-.in c.'\nal has vj\ jstimcted cr.pccity 
of 900 inches and is -"boiit 5 mles lon.^-. The viator sup; ly is c")n- 
siderod adcqur-.te .'■'t the smrce, but because c-f a slovi ditch ^'.dth 
net much fnll, the v/ater us„rs claim they do not receive the pjueunt 
of ivater they need dtiring the pe^k ■?f tiie irrigati n season, 

Jrjiies Inrrrmj A. H, ^.'"r,ods, Joseph Fisher, L, ■'. Chase, rjid N.S. 
^all associat'-d t-gethor and fnimed v^hat is new Icnoi/vn as the R-. rky 
r-int Ditch Company, ^nd -n Nov, 3, 1903, the^ a-Tir-.p-riatod 1,500 
inches of w.ter from the Clarks Fork River, ■'■he. Notice of App^:*'"-'- 
priati"n was filed N-v. 21, 1903. The pr^int of diversi-n was ab^ut 
300 feet southv;est frrm the northvjest ccrnerst^ne of Secti'.n 18, 
Tovjnshi-. 9 ^outh, Range 22 IDast, .^n the east banJc, The system was 
described as a ditch 96" wide by 18" deep, v:hich carries 1,500 
inches of rjntor. The land descrii'ti'. n ef intended place ^-f use was 
given as ranches in Tovnshii-. 8 South, Range 22 ii^ast. _-^Vtice ef Ap- 
propriate n is en file in So. k 1, page 396^ '^-f ''.'a.ter ^tight Locati-.n 
Records in the Carbon C unty Court Hc>use, 

The Reeky ^oint Ditdi Com- --ny was incorp.-rated ^eb. 19, 1919, 
with a capital stock cf 896 shares of a par vrJLu'.j of 025 each, or 
v22,4C0, All shares arc issued. As :.f K-v. 16, 1943, the C^npojriy 
h'.d an indebtedness rf v760. Six farmers cvm stcd: in the Company. 

In 1943 there i^erc 633 r CO acres irrigated under the systo::i, 
vdth a potential acrcrge under existing works :f 38X0 ?cres, c.r a 
mrjcimum irrigable acreage of 671 acres, Tiio prrj^^ct is n:t trcubled 
with seei-age« 

So.nd Creek Canal Company 

and 

Fr' mberg Ditch C' 'r.pan.y 

The Sand Creek Canal Compar^y vroject starts about 2 miles south 
nf Bridger, and extends to a point ab ut 6 miles north cf Bpidqer, 
on the west side cf the Clarks Fork River, 
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Bridger, the prind.p.al ship-infi poinS Is served by the Northern 
Prcific Railwry £.nd U. S. Hi^hwry No. 310. Billings, hj> miles dis- 
tant, is the -principal nic-rket ?.ad trr.dii.g center. In Bil.,in-3 is 
locrted the factory o.f the Grer.t I'^estcrn Suf;pr Compnjiy, excellent 
cresjneries and a good market Tor other farra produce. 

The ^and Creak Canal Coiipany was first incorporated as the Sand 
Creek Ditch. Conpany, June k, 1S95. John Babcock, Jacob Stobaogh, 
Jcines Lattonbor^cr, Goor.'re H. Tovjn and A. G. Duffiold, trustejs of 
the Spnd Creek Ditch Compaiiy, on June 3, 1895, aR:Topriatcd 5,000 
inches -f water to be taken by gr-vity from the Clarks ^ork River 
on the vjest banl;. ^ho Notice of Aiiproprir.tion was filed June k, 
1895, in Book 2, Page 101, of Fater Right Records in the C.-^.rbon 
County Court House. Th"- point cf diversion was ,^ivon as a point in 
the NE^ of Section 8, Tovaship 7 South, Rrnge 23 2rst, i*rora thus 
point the canfd was to run thru Sections 5 and /,, in Townshi]" 7 
South, B'.:>r.ge 23 East; thonee thru Sections 33, 28, 21, l6 and t in 
Township 6 South, Range 23 Erst. The purpose was for irrigation, 
mining, milling and manufacturing. The system was described as a 
ditch 180" by 60" in size which carries 5,0C0 inches of water from 
said strepjiu The land description of intend.'d place of use was 
given as lands owned by the incorpor-tors of said ditch in Township 
6 ^outh. Range 23 East. 

On Janu-ry 29, 1906, the Sand Creek Extension Ditch Conpany ap- 
propriated 2,500 inches of water from the Clarte Fori: River, to te 
carried thru the ^-.nd Creek Canal Company ditch. The ^^^otice of Ap- 
propriation W-.5 filed Fubra-ry 23, 1906. The p'jrpcse was for irri- 
gation, manufrc^urinr^ and ind.ustrial uses. The system was described 
as cnla.rgin'.^ thu ovnvX of the ^and Creek Ditch Compaiy to a width 
of 16' on tile bottom, 20' on top aj-id 3' cleep, and to use said ditch 
to S,-nd "^reek v^ere it berminates™ From ^nnd Crec:k on, thv. ditdi 
w:.s/to be 8' wide on the bottom, 10' on the top, and 2* deep. The 
ditch was to extend to a point abr ut 1 mile northerst of Gcbo where 
said Said Creek Extonsi-in tominates. 

In 1919 the ^.-nd Creek Extension Ditch Coiipany went broke. 

In October, 1920^ the S^d Creek Ditch Conprny reincorpc; rated 
under the nev; na.me of the ^r.nX Cr^ek Canal Corpar^ va.th a capital 
stock rf 500 shcxes, of a poi^ vrlue of .'80 each, or v.VO,000. In 
Dece.^er. 1920, the Company roincorpcrr-.ted with a capital stock of 
IjOCO shrrcs of a par v:Iuo of ^80 'iach, or ;;-80,0C0, The ^December 
Incorpx' ration was made in order to include the Fr.mberg Ditch Com- 
pany, that was former],/ knovrn as th:- Sand Creek Extension Ditch 
Cnmpr.ny, 

l!A921 it w:z incorpc r"ted under tht^ew nsmc of Fror.berg Ditch 
Company with a capital stock of 2 5 shares of a par v--lue of ■;6Q 
eachj or vl5,00C. The CompaAy has no indebtedness. There are ap- 
proximately 100 ncres urder this extension th't do not receive a 
full supply of water. '^\\±s extension crnal is fbout 4 miles long. 
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Wri.ter is supplied to l6 stockholders served by the Fronberg Ditch 
Comp.-^ny. The cost of wrter averages about 60^ an j'.cre. The total 
water chrj-ge for users under the Fromberg Ditch '^omp-'i'Jij will aver- 
age about *l635 an acre, as the users must have an equal number of 
shrxes in the ^and Creek CanaL Company <. That is, if a user hr s 5 
shares in the Fromberg Ditch Company, he also must have 5 shares in 
the Send Greek Canal Company. These shares in tlio ^and Creek C.nji^i 
Comp>iny are assessed the s?me as the shares held by usars who irri- 
gate from, a-nd are under, the ^and Creek Can.al, vrhich is on equal 
asEGssment basis for the number of shares held. There are 90 water 
users snrved by the Sand Creek, Fromberg Ditch systems, some of 
which axe small users in and around the town of Bridgor. Tho prin- 
cipaJ. structures under the system are a spillway about one mile 
from the hcadgr.te, a flum^; over a dry coulee, a spillway at ''=^and 
Creek and a spillwcy rt tho end of the Fromberg Ditch which has 
about 1,700 feet of concrcto-lined ditch dawn a hillside, 

iater is also supplied to the F^j'mors and Lynn Extension Dit- 
ches, They are not incorporated and only considered as latei'al 
ditches of the main system. 

The topography is gent3^ sloping to level, ^eepa.ge has oc- 
curred on parts of tlie project. At Bridgor the average date for 
the last killing fro'bt is lla^y 19, and killing frosts can be ex- 
pected on or aftv;r .September 17. The frost-vt'reo period averages 
about 121 drys, Tho averago annurl precipitation is 10,4 inches. 
The altitude at >--:ldger is 3,664 feet, Opsrvtion and maintenance 
charges avoraga .-.bout 75,c an acre. As of January 21, 1944, the 
Compc'iiy had no :'-''idubi:odi'jens„ Tho wrter supply is considered ade- 
qi r te c 

In I9^-'-3 ^^hero wr;:.-*3 4^.111,00 acres being irrigated under the 
Srjid C'rcok S7^te:.i_j -^'l^.-'Sn ^-."oOO acres of potontial laj.iQ under exist- 
ing vrcT-i-- a. , or .-', maximum i.r^t^r.'olo acreage of 4n67BaOO acres, of 
which .106 jCO acre^ are ^-eo^-c-d l-'nd. Of this- ajnount there were 
2^70a,3n arr-os under the ^'aud Creek Cajial; l^.lQleOC acres under the 
Frombf.r'j; 'W-. .f,0 'jndec the 'j.viinj and SO acros under the FrJTiners Ex- 
tcnsj-or-j^ ^'±ih 3.^i pOO pot-'^ntial acres unier the ^and ^reek Craial, 
193 acres ordt.r the Fi-um.bwrg. and 50 acres under the Farmers Exten- 
sion* 

The area served by the Sparr Ditch is located about 5 miles 
north of Red Lodge, tho county seat of Carbon Cc.unty,, The point of 
diversion is in the KEJ-M^ of Suction llj Township 7 South, H-nge 
20 -t^ast, on tlie cast banl-:., The purpose was for mining, milling md 
irrig;:tion. The systvsn wa described as a hoadg'to and ditch 36" 
rddu on the bottom, 60" across the top and 24'' deep. The land de- 
scri]-tion of place ct intended Lise was given as the NE^I^i'i;. of Sec- 
tion 30, Township 6 South, Tv-.ngc 20 Erst, and SVJJS'/'/J, SEjSEi, of 
Section 19, Township 6 South^ Rajige 20 Er-^t. 
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The Sparr Ditch was first started by Samuel F. Sparr. On July 
2, 18%, he appropriated 1,000 inches of v:at.- r from Rock Cre^k. 
The Notice of Appropriation was filod July lo, 1?9-., in bool. S 
page 496, of l.iscellancoas Records in the L^k bounty Court House 
in Llvinf^ston, Montr. na. 

The Sparr Ditch is about 54 i^-il^s ^^'^S ^"^ ^^^"^ one f lumo 7' 
lon^ over a private ditch. No records arc kept as to the ccst of 
water, as each user p.ys his portion of operation and maintenance 
cost ^ihich is mostly vorkcd out. The average voluinc of^vater en- 
tering the main crj^al is about 850 miner's inches. Irrigation _ 
water is delivered from May to September and is mcp.sured as it is 
dcdivered to each Irrigator. 

Water is diverted hy use of a sm?ll rock wing d.-^m and a con-_ 
Crete hoadg-tc of weir type constmction. The frrmers value their 
irri-rtion works and equipment at C-/4,800 and their rater riglits at 
$2/,,i70. The Spcarr Ditch is rii individual or partnership ditch and 
is not incorporated. 

Matt ilprtillr- 'Iso us^.s the Sjr.rr Ditch to crrry 145 inches of 
water vdth a priority as cf July 2, 1895, to his fcTm. The supply 
for all the users under the Sparr Ditch is not adequate because it 
is ruled by the priority of rights. Isaac Niemi, with the second 
oldest water right on Rock Crock, would alwrys be sure, of an ade- 
quate supply, while the Albcri Brothers would only have water in 
ex-tremely wet ye-rs. However, stored water mry be purchased from 
the Rock Creek V^r.ter Users' Association. 

The decreed water rights held by the farmers under this system 
are as follows; 

Decreed Owners Date cf Priority Pre.-^ent Own ers Inche 



i 



0. L. Hotchkiss 

S,-imuel F. Sprjrr 

Ben Cireenougli 
It It 

L. S. Lendrum 
Caleb Torreyson 



June 10, 1888 
July 26, 1894 
May 30, 1897 
" 30, 1897 
July 2, 1895 
July 4, 1901 



Isaac llieLii 


100 


Sojnuel F, Sparr 


150 


J. E, CarrolJ. 


100 


Srjnuel F. Sparr 


25 


T. N. Olsen 


153 


Alberi Brothers 


140 



In 19/3 ther\i wer.^ S86.00 acres being irrig:'ted under the Spcrr 
Ditch, with a potcnti.-a acreage of 251-00 acres under existing 
works, or a m?^jdmuin irrigable acreage of 837.00 acres. 

State Vv^atGr Gonserv"tion Board 

Description - This project, kno;.Ti as the "Rock Creek Project" was 
bTilt -nd Is owned by the State later Coi-iservat ion Board. It con- 
sists of two storage reservoirs. The larger, Coonoy Reservoir, 
with a storage capacity of 27,515 rxre feet, is located on ^od 
Lod^e Cree]^, about Q miles west of Boyd. The other, Glacier IrJce, 
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vrith a storage capacity of /;,200 acre feet, is located at an eleva- 
tion of na^.rly 10,000 feet, in the rough Bear tooth i^buntains, near 
the source of Rock Creek, about 25 miles southv;est of Rod Lodge. 
Plans and/or P'-'A allotment did not include construction of ariy 
canals. The total 31,715 acre feet of storage is primarily for 
supplemental irrigation of 40,000 acres of laid in Rock Creek ^al- 
ley, but will folso furnish dcmostic water supply for sevorcl small 
towns. The Cooney Dgm is a clay-gravel fill, having a totoj. crest 
length of 2,250' and top width of 25'. The front slope is 3:1 be- 
low water line and 2:1 above water line. Downstream slope is 2:1, 
Elevtitions are (approxiiiiatc sea level datum): top of dam, 5,060' ; 
spillway crest 5,0^6'; natural creek bottom 4,963^ bottom depth of 
cut-off trench 4,949'; flcav lire of outlet, 4,973»8*, From tliesc 
elevations the maximum height of dam above natural creek bed is 97* 
and above bottom of cut-off trench is 111'. The spillway'" crest is 
14' below the top of the dam. The dam contains approximately 
1,362,000 cubic yanjs of materials. 

The outlet tunnel w}.s driven thru shsle at the east abutment, 
and the spillway is at the irest end of the ttrm. The concrete lined 
outlet tunnel is 6' in diariEtor inside :jid equipped with tvo gates 
operated through a concrete tower from the top of the drm. The 
operating gate is a Dow disc arm pivot valve, while the emergency 
is a gate valve. The spillway has a crest of 200' and is capable 
of disGharip.ng a flood of 8,000 second feet with a freeboard of 10*, 

The flooded area of Cooney Reservoir at the elevation of spill- 
wcy crest covers 796 acresj vith 4' cf flashboards, (the elevr.tion 
necessary to obtain 27,515 acre feet of required storage), the 
flooded area covers 862 acres, while at the elevation of top of 
dam, 1025-5 acres arc within the site. The total area purchased 
for the Cooney Reservoir site, including borrow pits, was 1852,87 
acres. Suitable material for constructing th; dam could not be 
found in thick deposits which made it necessrry to buy a Irrge area 
for borrow pits in order to get enou^ acceptable material, 

G].acier Lake Dam .is c loose, rock fin with hand-placed grouted 
paving on the upstream sidj and freed with a reinforced concrete 
slab, varying in thiclcness frojr. 6" at the top to 12" at the bottom. 
The drjri has a crest length of 675' and top width of 10* , The front 
slope is 1:1 and the back slope lj:l. Elevations -are: top of dam 
9,817'; spillway crest 9,812»; natur?! creek bottom 9,765*; flow 
line of outlet 9,780*; natural lake surfrce 9,784'. Frrim these 
elevations the n'irj<:imum hei^it of dam. above natural creek bed is 
52', and freebo;u:'d of 5*. Fjow line of the outlet is 2' below the 
natural lake surface. The dam contelns approximately 8,400 cubic 
yards of material. 

The outlet tunnel was driven thru solid rock at the north abut- 
ment and the spillwjiy was cut thru a solid rock ledge protruding up 
through the dam about midway between the two abutmonts. The outlet 
tunnel is 4* x 4", unlined, snd equipped with a sliding sluice gate 
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opercted through a tower from the top of the drjn. The spillway h."s 
r. crest length of 90' r-Jid is capable of discharging a flood of 2000 
second feet. The flooded area of the reservoir at spillv;ay crest 
cofcrs 160.32 acres» No right-nf-r'ay had to be purchased as the 
area is located 5.n the U. S. Forest Reserve, 

Construction of this dam was spectacular in th-t all equipment 
and inaterials had to be trr.r.srortcd to bhe dam site by a suspended 
cable, which wrs about 3,500^ long and olbvated equipment to the 
top of c rock ledge 2,000' above. 

Can^-ls - In addition to funds received from HfA for construction of 
reservoirs only, the Boards by cooperatiiig with the VfPA built the 
follovri.ng two c-'^nnls to serve the project: 

1 - Finn Ditch, to serve water users, 

2 - Point of Rocks Canal, which cpjrics 5O second feet from 

Rock Greek to Red Lodge Creek, to insure full storage 
water in the Cooncy Reservoir. 

The Board also made surveys of the following canals, (not built) 

1 - Stanley Ditch, to divert 3^500 acre feet by the construc- 

tion of a 65 second foot c>annl. 

2 - Cottonwood Canal, having a capacity of 128 second feet to 

supply additional water to Cooney Reservoir from Cotton- 
wood Creek. 

3 - Taylor Ditch, having a capacity of 200 second feet to 

supply Coonoy Reservoir from Rocl' Creek to VJillcw Greek. 
k - White Horse Bench Cajial, to serve 8,000 acres of land 

on the bench. 
5 - ^Ibow Ditch, to serve additional land on the east bench 

below Red Lodge, 



History - The Rock Creek V'ater Users' Association was Incorporated 
under the laws of Montana on June 27, 1935- ^"ater purchase con- 
tracts in the amount of 31^584 acre feet were secured and approved 
by said Association on Jrjiur^ry 27, 1936, and approved by the State 
V'ator Conservrtion Board on June 29, 1936, immediately foU.ovdng 
approval by the Finance Division of the FVfA, "^he bond transcript 
was completed and" approved by P"A, a.rd the bonds sold to the Fed- 
eral Government on July 7, 1936. 

Bids for the construction of Cooney Dam and appurtenances were 
received on June 15, 1935; the low bidder v/rs the Utah Construction 
Coirpany. The contract was executed by the Board and the Coirpany on 
August Ikj 1935. Construction v;ork was started August 27, 1935, 
ajid completed September 21, 1936. 

Bids for the construction of Glacier Lake ^am were received on 
September 27, 1935; the low bidder was S.J. Groves and Son. The 
Boaxd awarded the contract on the same day to s-rdd Conpany, which 
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yt!?£ ciprroved by H/A on Janur.ry 22, 1936. Construction work was 
completed Docombcr 2, 1937, 

Bonds and Finances - To sccuro fun^s to construct the project, the 
Bon.rd issuod its v;ater conservation revenue bonds, 3orics "A", in 
the cunount of -^535,000, dr.tcd'Aiaguct 15, 1935, secured by r. trust 
indenture of tho sr.mG drte, executed by the Board and the Iviontma 
N.-'tional Bank of Billings, l.-^ont-'-Jia, as trustee, wherein the reve- 
nues of tljo project ivoro pledged for the p.ayraent of the interest on 
end tho principal of the bonds. These bonds bear interest at the 
rate of 4^ per annur^., payrble Februar7 15 of e.-^.ch yer.r, commencing 
with the year 1936, with first bond principal in the amount of 
^3,000 due Fobrua.ry I5y 1939, ■''.nd increasing annual payments to the 
sum of ^27,000 due February 15, 1975. 

The security mentioned consists of a watqr marketing contract 
between the Board and the Water Users' Association, ard water pur- 
chase contzT'.cts cntored into betvracn eadi individual water pur- 
chaser, the Association and the Board. The original list comprised 
432 water purchase contr:',cts, totaling 31,584 r.cre feet of water at 
;^1,00 per acre foot, per yerr, commencing with the year 1937 and 
ending with the year 1975. The total sum due under these contracts 
is sufficient to pay all interest and bends, and rrovidc an apjiroxi- 
mate 3C^ res o I've, 

I'lest Fork Irri, nation CoJT?:'p.ny 

This project is located about 2 jidles northwest of Red Lodge, 
the principal shipping point and trade center. 

The '-est Fork Ditch Conprny vjas first org^.nizcd 1893, On Jan. 
3 the Compcj^r appropriated 2,000 inches of water to be trkon by 
gravity frc-m the ^^cst Fork of Rock Creek on the north bank. The 
point of diversion is between the haadgates of the ucDonald and 
Mrryott ditches and is located in the SE-J. of Section 6, Tovmship 8 
South, R-?jige 20 ^ast. The Notice cf Apjxonriation was filed Jan, 
13,1893. Vailion w, Hunter, Anthony Cliaffin and rrcstoy C, Hicok, 
as^trustoes for the Company, made the filing, T^^ filing .also con- 
ta.ip.od a note, soying thrt water was first appropriated and used 
October 7, 1890o Tho r^urpos g was for irrigation. The system was 
described as a ditch 24" by 72" in sisy,or designed to carry 2000 
inches of if.ziter. The land description of intended pLacc cf use was 
giv.jn as lands in Sections 2S, 29, 19.20, 21, 17, 18, and l6 and 
adjoining liinds all in Township 7 South, R>-iige 20 East. The -Notice 
cf Appropriation wrs filed in book 1, page 451, of -vater Right Re- 
cords in the 1 ark Coiuity Court House, It was later transferred to 
the Carbon County records and cm be found in book 2, pr^e 58, of 
'.Vater Right Records in Red Lodge. 

On June 1, 1917, the Corqiany re- incorporated under the name of 
the '..est FrTk Irrig(-ti:;n Company for 40 years, ;dth a capital stock 
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of 1,'^20 shares of a par value of $10 each, or ^15,200. The Com- 
ppjiy hn.s no indebtedness. Wr.ter assessments avercge nbout 20ji nn 
r-cre which is for operation and nvaintenance charges, -Lhe capcacity 
of the n-.-ln crn.-l is estimr.ted to be 1,533 miner's inches. The 
Company docs not supply vrter to any other source. J-horo are IjJ 
stocktioldors served by the Company. 

The main crjial is about 7 miles long. From the point of diver- 
sion it runs northeast for about 2 milos and then northv/est for 
rbout 5 miles V Tt^ entire crnal follows along the foothills at the 
b^sc of the Deartooth I^ountains, where the soil is very grr-velly, 
cpusing much water to be lost thru absorpUon rnd leakage. ^"Uen 
the season is dry the water supply is cut about one-third because 
of the older water rights on the VJest Fork of Rock Crock. 

The follov'ing waterrights were decreed to the '-est Fork Ditch 
Compraiy, August 21, 1903^ Case No, 27 5: 

600 inches vdth a date of priority as of June 25, 1893 

470 '» Ditto June 30, l&9v 

450 " " July 15, 1902 

In 1943 there were 1,386 acres being irrigated, with a poten- 
tial rcrec-^'o under existing works of 473.00 acros, or a mrximuin 
irrigr;ble acreage of 1,859.00 acres. Tlijrc is some seepage on the 
project, 

^ j'hite Horse O^nal Company 

What is now known as the ifmito Horse Canal Ccirpmy was first 
organized as the V.Tiite Horse Ditch Conpany rjid was constructed by 
a group nf farmers who went broke in their endeavor. Later at 
first wns trken from Rock Crook, but becr.usc of a water shortage 
in Rock Creek the CorrfT'-ny extended the ditch -to the Clarks Fork 
River and diverted water from it. On June 9, 1906, the white Horse 
Ditch Conpanir ^-prropriated 2,500 miner's inches of water to be 
taken from the Claries Fork Rivfir at a point 1,642 feet from the 
soutliwest cornerof Section 1, Township 4 South, Range 23 Sast, on 
the west b.-mk. The Notice of Ap.^ropriation was filed June 12, 1906, 
in book 1, page 301 of l.ascellaneous Records in the lellowstone 
County Court House in Bmings, liontana. This notice is also on 
file in Book 1, pa^e 434, of L'ater Right Recnrds in thj Carbon 
County Court House in R^d Lodge, The purpose was to be for power, 
transportation, manufacturing and irrigation; also, to lease cjid 
sell surplus water not used by the stocld^olders. The system was 
described as a ditch 84" on the bott-.-m by 30" deep. The land de- 
scription of intended place of us^ was given as lands of stock- 
holdei-s lying between the Ciarks Fork and I'ellowstone Rivers. 

In 1931 the ^niite Horse Gcncl Conpany was org.-'-nized. This Com- 
pany teok over oLl of the water rights of tiie V.'hite Horse Ditch 
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Conpnjiy and the Iri^d it served. Tho Conpany was incorpoir.tcd with 
a capita! stock of 100 sh;^rG3 of a p.ir viae of cl,000 erch or 
li^lOOjOOO. The incorpoir.t ion was for hO yerrs. The stock is di- 
vided as follov.'s: J.. '7, Chapman IncorporT.tod 997 shr.res; Alpha 
Champan 1 shr.ro; V:, E, Ogdon 1 shara; .-^Jid Uary C. Uiliiams one 
share. 

Together thoy fornijd the Intcr-Cciinty Land CcmprJiy. The laiid 
under tho I'hito Horse Canal was ov.-nod by J. W, Chapm<?n Incorporated 
who had 140 acres, and the Inter-County Land CcmprAV who had 730 
acres. The ^.-'hite Horse Cnnrl was owned and operated by the Inter- 
Co'onty L-"iid Company; it is 10' Miide rn the bottom, 4' deep and Ib 
about 15 miles long. On December 28, 1942, the Intor-County Land 
Company was dissolved ard all rights and lend owned by that Comprny 
were trJcen over by J, V., Chapmrji Incorporated. This land is sub- 
divided in farm units, rjid is only rented on a share-cropper basis, 
and is not sold. 

The project is located on a bench between the Clarks Fork and 
Yellowstone Rivers about 5 miles south of Laurel, The altitude is 
about 3^400 feet, T^e leading crops are sug.'^r beets, beans, small 
gr-ins and alfrlfa. Some livestock is kept on most farms. The 
topography is bench land with a slope tavards the Clarks Fork Rivor, 
The soils are of a sondy loam nature and the v^ater supply l^^ con- 
sidered adequate. The cost of ;w^.ter per iiTigrtod acre averages 
about sp2«C0 an acre. This ccst is for oper--tien and maintenance. 
The Company has nc indebtedness. The main structures in this sys- 
ton are 12 farm bridges, 11 flumes, 3 siphons and 7 waste gates, 
u'ator is t-^ken by gr.wity from the Clarks Fork River in tho SE^Sl-'J 
of Section 1, Toz/nship 4 South, Rrnge 23 East. Fpcm this point it 
runs northeast until it crosses the Smith-Hughes Ditch in the ff.'i 
NE^ of Section 1, then northwest to vhere it is sitihcnod across 
Rock Creek in the NEz^^N"::^ of Section 1. From this point it follows 
a northerly direction to the Wz of Scctirn 28, Tov/riShip 2 South, 
Range 24 East, in Yellowstone County v/here the ditch terminates. 
The system is not used for irrigatinn until it reaches Section 1, 
Township 3 South, Rango 23 East, a distance of cbout 7 miles. 

In 1943 there were 542.80 acres being Irrigated under this sys- 
tem, with a potential acreage artier existing works of 319 .CO acres 
or a maximum irrigable acrccge of 86lr80 acres, 

V.'ills Canal Company 

The land controlled by tho V'ills C^nal Company is located about 
7 miles s.uth of ^elfry, on the east side r:^f the Clarks Fork River, 

'.."atcr is trken by gravity in the SE^-NE;^- of 3ccti( n 31^ Tcwnship 
9 South, ^ans3 22 East, on the n-rth side if the Ci-iits pcTk River. 
From this point the canal follows tlie river for about 3/4 of a 
mile; it then flumes across the Clarks Foric River. From this point 
the main canal runs northeast for about 4^ miles. 
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According to J. R. Daughtcrty, Secrctrxy for thu WiUs Crjir.l 
Coup my, froo its beginning, I'r, Irvin H. VJill, in the yc;ir 
1891, r.;-. roprir.tcd_ 2,000 miner's inch^'is of wr.tor fron: the Cl'.rks 
Fork River, ^e ^-^re unable to find ony record of this filing in 
the Viator Right Records in the C'irbon County Court House in ^d 
Lodge, i.s the first courthouse rjid fixtures were destroyed by fire 
in 1899, there is a possibility that this record ::^.y hr.vc been de- 
stroyed. The canp-1 was constructed b;/ r. group of homestecdors, 
eo.ch t-king credit in stock for the r.-^.n, teojn hours, mnterirl and 
money they invested until thoy were all being supplied v.'ith water. 

On lioveiT.bor 8, 1900, these men, known r.s Irvin H^ Uill, Roscoe 
Daugherty, John F, Allen, Charles B. L'oore, Arthur Barnes, P, \;, 
Livingston, ^cyo Lindsey, V;, P. Lowe, G, P. Lliles and S. D, Vilkin- 
son, associated together and fonrs)d the Uills C,'>,nrl Company. It 
was incorporated for 40 years with a cnpital stock of 120 shares of 
a par value of ■,t'25 each or 'i?3,000. On December 28, 1911, the Com- 
pany increased its capital stock to 25,OCO shares of a par value of 
Ol.CO each or v25,000. On "^ctober 2?, 1944, the Company was re- 
incor:ioratod for 40 years for the same amount. The cost of water 
averages about vl.OO per irrigated aero, 11 water users are served 
by this system. As of November 1, 19/t4,- the Compajiy had no indebt- 
edness. 

The topography is favorable for irrigation vdth the land slop- 
ing north and east. The soils are a sandy loam which is characte]> 
istic for river bottoms in this part nf the state. The vratcr sup- 
ply cannot be considered sufficient, for when the Cinrks Fork River 
is low about 10^ of the land does not receive an adequate supply of 
water. 

The headgate and canal are in good condition and are capable of 
carrying sufficient water for the land. The estim"tod capacity of 
the can,aL is 2, COO miner's inches. 

In 1943 there wore 1,139.00 acres being irrigated under this 
system, with a potential acrerge of 85,00 acres uirler existing 
Works, or a .mrjcimum irrigable acreage of 1,224,00 acres. The pro- 
ject is not troubled with seepage. 

Youst Ditch Company 

The ^oust Ditch Cor:^'aJi^ project is located ianediately east of 
Belfry, on the west side of the Clarks Fork River. Viater is taken 
by gravity in the NEiSEj of Section 22, Township 8 South, '^v.nge 22 
East. The point of diversion was about 2^ miles above the conflu- 
ence of Bear Creek on the west bank. 

The land description of intended place of use was given as 
lands lying on the left sido of the CL-^j^ks Fork River facing down- 
stream, and extending from a point below the mouth of Ber.r Creek 
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about one mile to a point on the Ciarks Fork River about 2 miles 
above the mouth of Bear Creek, ond extending in width abriut one 
mile from th.e said left baiik of said river. 

Robert R^^i'■ and Gilford E, Youst on February 3, 1S94, rppro- 
priated IjOOC miner's inches of v;ater to be ta'iun by gravity frop 
the Clarks Fork River, Tlie Notice of Appropriation w-s filed Feb. 
7, 1C94, "nd is on record in book 1, page 56I, of ^'ater Right LocfV 
tions in the Carbon County Court House. 

In 1912 the Company was incorpor,rted for UO years \«dth a capi- 
tal stock of IjOOG ijhares of a par -value of ,^20 each or ^20^000, 
The purpose for securing the water was stated to be for irrigation 
ar;id domestic uses. 

The system was described as a ditch 60" wide on tho bottomj 75 
to I5O" across the top, and I6" deop . The main c:*nal is about 3 
miles long, 

There are ? stockholders served by this system. The Company 
has no indebtedness. Tjiq annual charges will avera/^e 50/ and is 
used for the operation and m;\intenance of the system eacli y^r-r. 

The climate is suitable for the growjjig of most crops found in 
the northwest. The nearest town is Belfrj'', with an altitude of 
3,740 feet above sea levaL , 

The v^atcr supply is considered adeqa'ite for th^ crops grown in 
this area. The soils are a sandy loom and respond quickly to the 
aprlic-^tion of rater. The topography is rolling vdth a gentle 
slope tov-'ords the Cl^ rics Fork River, 

In 1943 there ;vere 677-00 acres irrigated undf^r the Xoust Ditch 

wi.th a potijntial acreage under existing works of 128. CO acres, or a 

maximum irrigable- acreage of 805,00 acres. The project is not 
troubled with seepage. 
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